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PREFACE 
This comparative work on the educational and occupationa 
aspiration of delinquent and non-delinquent adolescents is based 
on the generous cooperation of thirty-two youth organizations, 
institutions, settlement houses, as well as parish and public 
high schools located in the Metropolitan Area of Chicago and in 
other cities or communities of the State of Illinois. Among 
the various motivational factors in undertaking this study were 
the investigator's concern with the grievous social problems of 
this age and his interest in empirical research. 
An investigation of this nature could not have been con-
ducted without the assistance of a number of individuals. The 
author wishes to ac~nowledge w1th gratitude h1s indebtedness to 
several persons whose cooperation and help were essential to the 
success of this research. Spec1f1cally, the author wishes to 
thank his adv1sor, Dr. Gordon C. Zahn, Professor of Sociology, 
for guidance in the choice of this subject, for his pat1ence and 
time, and for his criticisms and efforts exerted for the method-
olog1cal elaborat10n of this complex and extent research over a 
long period of years. A special debt is owed to Dr. Marcel A. 
Freder1cks, Associate Professor of Sociology, for his warm 
1nterest in prepar1ng th1s study, tor his valuable suggestions, 
and for h1s repeatedly manifested goodwill in provid1ng 
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directions. A word of particular appreciation is due to Dr. 
Paul Mundy, Chairman of the Sociology Department, for many of 
the ideas incorporated in this work. 
Sincere thanks and appreciation are expressed to Mr. 
John A. Troike, Chairman of the Youth Commission of the State of 
Illinois, for his permiss10n to conduct research in an institu-
tion under h1s authority. The special cooperation and support 
of Mr. C. Wil11am Ruddell, Superintendent of the Il11nois State 
Training School for Boys, St. Charles, and without any excep-
tion, the collaborat10n of the admin1strat1ve personnel of' the 
Tr'a1ning School was very important. 
The investigator owes a debt of gratitude to all other 
organizations which have not specifically been ment10ned for 
their precious and generous cooperation. Thanks are offered to 
Miss Chr1s Saletta, Librarian at Loyola Un1vers1ty, for permit-
ting an extensive use of the Lewis Towers Library. Appreciat10n 
is expressed to Miss Patr1c1a Furgat for her work in typing the 
thesis. Nevertheless, the author alone 1s respons1ble for the 
content of this study, and for Whatever errors of fact or 
1nterpretat1on it may conta1n. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The widespread human quest for eoonomic progress and 
security, Joined by a desire for new experience, sooial recogni-
tion, and response seem to be the foroes behind the educational 
and occupational aspirations of every individual. This basic 
wish to move, it is commonly believed, is the dynamic factor 
which oreates a ohain-reaction for advanoement in the process of 
social mobility. 
But the genesis and process of mobility and stratifica-
tion do not take plaoe in a sooial vaouum. Complex and modern 
sooieties are composed of several identifiable groups and sub-
oultures which represent further diversifications and subsystems 
in the hierarohy of social stratification. Thus, the existenoe 
of such an influential and pervasive social unity as the youth 
society--which is not even fully integrated in the larger 
sooiety--only oomplicates the already perplexed social struoture. 
With1n the value system of youth, the standard at Judging soc1al 
status and many other aspects at the so01al milieu will encounter 
some additional d1ffraction or even displaoement. Add to this 
oomplex1ty the phenomenon of Juvenile de11nquency, and a 
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comparative understanding of the amb1t10ns of delinquents and of 
non-del1nquents becomes a challenging task indeed. 
The social reality and etiology ot delinquency cannot be 
explained by a "single cause." Maladjustments or dev1ant beha-
vior arises out of a large matrix ot environmental and personal 
factors. Because of the increasing concern w1trl the continuing 
rise in juvenile delinquency and a desire for theoretical clari-
fication, an inquiry into the relationship between these 
variables and delinquency or non-del1nquency becomes almost 
imperative. Among these variables, a systemat1c examination of 
the educational and occupational aspirations of delinquents and 
non-del1nquent& may well be in order. Even a minor increment in 
our knowledge about the problem ot differential asp1rat1ons of 
delinquents and non-de11nquents w111 be helpful. The present 
research 1& an effort to ach1ev1ng that end. 
Statement ot the Problem and HlPotheses 
~or at least the past two decades, students ot both 
psychology and so01010gy who focused on the study ot aspiratiOns 
have encountered oontrovers1es over the nature of and approach 
to th1s subject; the d1ssens1on has largely remained unsettled 
up to the present t1me. The theoretical vacuum created by this 
d1sagreement and the pragmatical reason mentioned previously 
necessitate an emp1rioal inquiry into the problem. 
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The Problem and Purpose 
The basic purpose of th1s study 1s to examlne and compare 
the level of educational and oocupatlonal aspirations of a sample 
ot 1nstitut10nalized del1nquents and a second sample ot matched 
"non-de11nqUent,,1 boys. and by matching them as closely as pos-
s1ble. to determ1ne whether they will s1gn1t1cantly differ from 
each other. as well as to evaluate the manner in which they dit-
ter. This study will focus on and examine the controversial 
f1nd1ngs of more frequent and different theories. and w111 
attempt to fill in certain gaps by advancing thus tar untested 
hypotheses concern1ng the differential aspirations of institu-
t10nalized delinquents and ot non-de11nquent boys. 
lUnder "non-de11nquent" it 1s not meant that these 
matched groups of adolescents never had comm1tted any deviant 
act. First, it was considered that they were reported by the 
cooperat1ng agencies or youth organizations as "non-inst1tut10n-
alized" individuals or boys who were never known as having any 
serious "trouble." Secondly, of the 212 so-called "non-delin-
,uents. It the qUest10nnaires ot those individuals who reported 
trouble w1th the police or law" or retention in 1nstitution. 
such cases were automatically removed trom the rest ot the 
matoh1ng prooess. (Cf., code number items 125-128 of the 
attached sample of questionnaire in Appendix IV). Professor 
Martin H. Neumeyer takes important notice of the diff1oult1es in-
volved in determining who actually is a de11nquent 1n his Juven-
11e De11n~Uenc~ 1n Modern Soc1etl (2nd ed.; New York: D. Van 
ROstrando.,955', PP. 20-29. He maintains that, "There is no 
agreement as to the exact mean1ng and nature of Juvenile de11n-
quency ••••• lt 1s a matter of degree ••••• The extreme cases merge 
into the border11ne ones. and the borderline cases 1nto the non-
delinquent, w1th no sudden trans1tion." Supra, chap. 1, 
pp. 26,28. 
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Hypotheses 
Five general hypotheses regarding variation 1n the level 
of educat10nal and oooupational aspiratlons of seventeen year 
old instltutlonallzed dellnquents and of another group of matohed 
non-delinquentl boys are oentral to th1s study. These, stated 
here 1n general form, are presented in a more spec1f1c form 1n 
the chapter devoted to the analys1s of the f1ndings. 
The followlng f1ve hypotheses proposed for test1ng are: 
1. Both de11nquents and non-de11nquents asp1re to and 
ant10lpate h1gher oooupat10ns than the one held by thelr fathers 
or breadw1nners. 
2. There 1s a more frequent and greater d1sorepancy 
among dellnquents than among non-de11nqUent~ ooncern1ng the1r 
oooupat10nal asp1rat10ns and ant1cipat10ns. 
3. It is hypothes1zed that, 1n general, educat10nal as-
p1rat10ns w111 be related more closely to oooupat10nal ant1c1pa-
t10ns than to oooupat10nal asp1rat1ons and th1s w111 be espeo-
laIIy true for the lower olass respondents. Th1s means, there-
fore, that oompar1sons between oocupatlonal ant101pat10ns and 
asp1rat10ns w111 form the follow1ng pattern: (a) where both 
oooupat10nal asp1rat10ns and ant101pat10ns are low, eduoat10nal 
asp1rat1on w111 be low, regardless of differenoes ofOlass, raoe, 
or de11nquenoy reoord; (b) where both oocupat10nal asp1rations 
and antic1pat10ns are h!gn, there w111 be high eduoat10nal as-
p1rat10n, but m1ddle oIililBwh1te and non-de11nquent respondents 
will be h1gher than others; and (c) there w11l be a moderate 
1nverse relat10n between ocoupat10nal d1sorepancy and educa-
t10nal aspirat1on, 1.e., when oooupational d1sorepanc1es 
increase, educational aspirat10ns will decrease, or oonversely, 
when eduoational asp1rations 1ncrease, occupatlonal d1sore-
pano1es deorease. 
let., footnote 1 on page 3 about the term "non-
delinquent." 
2Por the mean1ng of terms, see seot10n entitled "Glos-
sary of Terms" 1n Appendlx I. 
& 
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4. The educational aspirat10n of de11nquents 1s lower 
than that of non-de11nquents 1f their class level 1s held 
constant. 
5. The occupat10nal antic1pat10n and aspirat10n level 
ot boys of different races are not sign1f1cantly different 1f 
the level of soc1al class and delinquency is held constant. 
In add1t10n. due effort w111 be made 1n comparing the 
sets of data obta1ned from the questionnaires ot the two samples 
wherever 1t seems appropr1ate to do so. 
Lim1tat10n ot Scope 
The des1gn of th1s study was to select and match an 
egual number of de11nquents and matched non-de11nquents tor the 
1nvestigation of the1r differential levels 1n educat10nal and 
occupat10nal asp1rat1ons and ant1c1pat10ns. l Together w1th th1s 
preceed1ng statement. the l1mitation of scope of th1s research 
~y be out11ned as tollows: 
1. Or1g1nally# th1s study was l1mited to 72 legally 
adJud1cated and 1nstitut10na11zed de11nquents and to a matched 
group of 72 "non-de11nquent" boys.2 Th1s basic figure of 72 
de11nquents was der1ved trom the totally ava11able quest1onna1res 
submitted by 80 individuals and considered as va11d or suitable • 
. 
lFor a full discuss10n of design. see the chapter dealing 
w1th procedure and methodology. 
2Prom t1me to time the term "non-de11nquent" w111 be 
shown 1n quotation marks to re-emphasize this term 1s not used 
w1th the ethical connotat1on of "non-s1nner." Ot course, 1t 
would be extremely oumbersome to place this term always between 
quotation marks and to annex the adJect1ve "matched" wh~never it is mentioned. However. if the context Of our presentat10n woura 
requ1re any clar1f1cat1on. the usage ot quotat1on marks for th1s 
term annears to be warranted. 
--- -
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i.e., the ent1re IT-year old populat1on ot the "Illin01s Train-
ins School tor Boys," dating baok to September, 1964. However, 
negative ocoupat1onal disorepancy cases, 1.e., indlv1duals 
reporting lower oocupational asplratlon than antioipat1on, were 
omitted trom the subsequent deta11ed analY8is, tlrst beoause of 
their low number, and seoondly, because or a serlou8 ooncern 
about the addl t10nal extension of this complex research. ThUS, 
the findings are l1m1ted to 01 dellnquents and 10 matched Nnon_ 
delinquents." 
2. There were tour social factore on whioh the two 
types ot reapondents were matched: (a) ase, 1.e., 1nvest1satlon 
was limited to l1-year old ind1vldualsJ (b) sex, 1.e., only boys 
were stUd1eoJ (0) raoe, i.e., &n effort was made to provlde an 
equal representatlon of eaoh race by seleotlng as many white and 
Negro oontrols as the corrlil8pond1ns number of wn1te and Hearo 
de11nQuents; and (d) 8colal class, 1.e., within each race and 
geographical area in terms of central city ot Chioago and com-
munities outs1de ot Chicago. l 
p r n 
lIt Ie worthwhile to note that 80_ add1tlonal ettorts 
Were exerted to enhance the homogeneity ot the two different 
groups compared by holding alao the relil10UB factor constant 
tor both the delinquents and tteir matched non-de11nCI'.lenta w1th-
in each raoe and 8001al 01a88 8eparately for both the respond-
ents trom the central city ot Chicago and from the outSide 008-
munltl... Since the rel1s1ous factor does not bear either upon 
our hypotheBes or tlndlnp lt was omitted trom analys1s. To 
th1s It may be added that the geosraphloal matotllng ot delin-
quent. and non-delinquenta acoOrdlng to the nearest street waa 
poasible only tor respondents trom the central oity of Chlcaaoj 
althou&h further attempt waa made to seleot adolesoents usea d 
controls from so01o-econom1oa11J as congruent oommunit1es as 
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3. The crose-rac1al s1tuation ar1sing trom the fact that 
the writer is a Caucasianl and approximately one-third of res-
pondents were Negroes is not considered to be a serious 11mita-
tion of th1s study. The researcher 1s sat1sf1ed that adequate 
rapport was ach1eved w1th both the wh1te and Negro respondents; 
furthermore, dub10us quest10nna1res have been removed from the 
f1nal sample as 1nva11d. 2 On the whole, 1t was felt that the 
data secured constitute a sat1sfactory reflect10n of the aspira-
t10ns and ant1cipat10ns of all respondents cons1dered 1n th1s 
research. 
4. Not all 1tems on the questionna1re were directly 
ut111zed in th1s study. Certa1n items served only to ga1n some 
additional 1nsights. 
Survey of Literature and Research 
The organ1zation of th1s section is div1ded into three 
general areas: (1) Rev1ew of Literature on Level of Aspira-
tions--psycholog1cal, soc1al psychological, and sociological; 
possible to match those of de11nquents', the completely close 
geographical matching ot these outside commun1ties was not pos-
sible to this researcher. 
1 
'the writer 1s an imm1grant ot Middle-European or1gin and 
a naturalized U. S. cit1zen w1th a trace of foreign accent in his 
speech. 
2 For a more deta1led report on th1s aspect, see 
Chapter IItdea11ng w1th procedures. 
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(2) Juvenile Delinquency and Aspirations; (3} Other correlated 
Studies of Aspirations. The first one. especially the psycholo-
gical aspects. w111 be g1ven schematically in the next two sub-
sections by a few representative samples--as far as possible 1n 
chrOn010giCalorder. 1 
Asp1rat10nal Stud1es Based on Psychological and 
Soc1al Psychological Approaches 
PsyCholog1cal Stud1es 
Beg1nning w1th Hoppe's 1nit1al works. a ser1es of fruit-
ful empir1cal stud1es have been devoted to the area of aspira-
t10ns. Hoppe found that 1nd1v1duals tend to :t'aise or lower 
future goals depending on their success or fa1lure experiences on 
previous goals. 2 Frank3 was the f1rst researcher who focused on 
the concept of goal-dlscrepancy which he based on the difference 
between the med1an performance score and the sUbJect's average 
estimate of h1s next goals. rather than the d1fterence between 
11'. Hoppel "Erfolg und Missertolg." ~sychologische 
Forschunsen. XIV \1930). 1-62. 
21n th1s research. those works wh1ch apply laboratory 
methods and wh1ch involve groups and were not pub11shed in psy-
cholog1cal Journals but rather 1n either social psychological or 
sociolog1cal sources were cons1dered as "social psycholog1cal 
stud1es." 
30r •• J. D. Frank. "The Influence of the Level of Pertor-
mance in one task on the Level of Aspiration in Another." J. Exe. 
Psychol •• XVII (1935). 159-11. Also: "Recent Studies of the 
Level of Asp1ration." PSlcholoiical Bul •• XXXVII (1941). 218-225. 
--
~ach goal and each preceed1ng performance score; he also pre-
sented a deta11ed survey of this 11terature. 
Somewhat contrary to Hoppe's flndings, Wright l lndicated 
that barrlers tend to enhance personal pos1tlve valences (i.e., 
attractions) even when equivalent goals with less barriers are 
available. If Hoppe's and Wright's flndings are applied to the 
field of educational or occupational aspirations, then one may 
hypothesize that persons exposed to fruatrations either because 
of their racial or deprived social class background w1ll lower 
their asp1rat1ons or ant1cipatlons to av01d any future frustra-
tlon (accord1ng to Hoppe), and ra1se them 1n the face of mount1ng 
barriers (according to Wr1ght). Because of the mutual related-
ness of barriers and of success or fa11ure, Hoppe's and Wr1ght's 
studies appear contradlctory. 
Klugman2 produced evidence which indicates that tne per-
son who falls habitually has a lower discrepancy score~ i.e.~ a 
srr~ller difference between asp1rat10n and anticipation, than the 
one who usually succeeds. 
Briefly, the relation of frustration, success, and bar-
riers to the level of asp1ration and expectation 1n general~ and 
lR. F. Wright~ Contribut1ons to PS~Cholo~ical Theory 
(ttDuke Un1vers1ty Monograph," Vo:1. I~ Ro. ; nmce~ 1:937). 
28• F. Klugman, "Relationsh1p between Performance on the 
Rotter Asp1ration Board and Var10us Types of Tests," J. of 
PsycholOgy, aIII (1947), 51-54. 
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to the level of educational and occupational aspiration 1n 
special seems to be somewhat unsettled or even contrad1ctory 1n 
the psychological liter'ature. The contribut1on made by so01al 
psyCholog1eal and soc101ogical scient1sts can only add to 1ts 
clar1f1cation. 
Social PSlcholo5ical Studie~ 
Sears l examined prev10us fa1lure and success affected 
subjects 1n regard to academic achievement. He found that the 
fa1lure sample showed larger discreeancy and wider variab11ity ot 
the discrepanoy scores than the success group. Gruen2 1nvesti-
gated the relationsh1p between the discrepancy score and person-
ality adjustment and tound that the well adjusted group achieved 
significantly h1gher discrepancy scores than the maladjusted on 
an aspiration task. Only 1n the maladjusted sample d1d any nega-
tive discrepancy score occur signifying a fear of failure and 
self-depreciation, as well as insecur1ty. 
Lev1n3 suggests that both the lower and upper class indi-
viduals tend to preserve their possessed status-guo. ·Persons at 
lpauline S. Sears, "Levels of Aspiration in Academically 
Successful and Unsuccessful Children," J. Abnorm. Soo. Psychol., 
XXX (1940), 498-536. . 
2Elizabeth W. Gruen, "Level ot Aspirat10n in Relat10n to 
Persona11 t~r Factors 1n Adolescence," Child Developm., XVI (1945), 
181-188. 
3Max N. LeVin, "Status Anxiety and Occupational Choice," 
Educational and PsYCholo~1cal Measurement, IX (1949), 29-37. 
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upper class levels may not feel a need for h1gher asp1rat1ons 
because of lack of anx1ety concerning the1r status pos1t10n. 
whereas lower class individuals may indicate low aspiration 
because of lack of opportun1ty. 1 Lewin at ale l'eport closely 
related findings and suggest that past experiences of success 
result in raised aspirat10ns, wh1le past failure tends to lower 
it. They also found that \<!nen a fictitious standard of aChieve-
ment is related to a group of super10r standing as compared to 
the position of an t~out-groupll individual. the latter reduces his 
estimate of his own future performance. 
Rosen2 cites data which tend to indicate that the results 
of psycholog1cal studies may be helpful 1n formulat1ng hypotheses 
to be test~d on sociological frames of reference. He hypothe-
sizeG ~r~t social classes possess two aChievement oriented com-
ponents: (1) achievement motivat10n wh10h prov1des an 1nternal 
drive to excel and it 1s oonsidered as a persona11ty related 
psychological f'actor,; (2) value orientations whiCh implement and 
define achievement motivated behav10r and should be considered as 
a cultural factor. He repor·ts that middle-class persons tend to 
have higher aChievement motivation, achievement oriented values. 
lXurt ~w1n .. Rama.ra Uembo. Leon Fastinger, and Pauline S. 
Sears, "Level of Aspiration." 1n Joseph i4cV1cker Hunt (ed.) 
Personalit* and the Behavior of Disorders (Hew York: The Ronald 
'ress, !94 ), pP. ~33-78; 
2Bernard C. Rosen, J'The Achievement Syndrome: A Psycho-
lo~ioal Dimens10n of Social Strat1ficat1on," Am. Soc. Rev., XXI 
(April, 1956), 203-11. 
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and h1gher levels of educat10nal asp1rat10n than lower class 
1nd1v1duals. The ach1evement motivat10n score seemed to be 
related to scholastic achievement. 
On the other hand. there were a great number of soc1al 
psycholog1cal works wh1ch 1nd1cate that lower atatus ind1viduals 
haVe relatively h1gh goal strivings in experimental situations, 
but they reduce their goals when faced w1th the perspective of 
ta11ure. However, paradoxically dev1ant cases occur too: 
1 Moulton reports that in h1s exper1ment. ind1v1duals h1gh 1n fear 
of fa11ure and low 1n need for ach1evement reacted 1n an atyp1cal 
way to failure and success exper1ences, 1.e •• they ra1sed the1r 
level of asp1rat10n tollowing ta11ure and lowered 1t after 
success. 
Child and Wh1tt1ng2 report that fa11ure exper1ence leads 
to low asp1ration and that shift 1n the aspirat10n 1s a function 
of changes 1n the 1nd1v1dual's conf1dence 1n h1s ab1l1tl to 
atta1n h1s goals. S1m1lar to th1s, Yacorzlnsk1 found that the 
1nd1vidual w1th higher confidence 1n h1m8elf sets a higher level-
ot-asp1ratlon (goal) than one w1th less conf1dence. They lnd1ca-
ted that lower selt-contidence (or selt-esteem) tended to be 
lRobert W. Moulton. "Effects of Success and i'al1ure on 
Level ot Aspiratlon a8 Related to Achlevement Mot1ves," J. of 
Persona11ty and Soclal Psychology, I, NO. 5 (1965), 399-406. 
21. L. Child and J. W. Mo Wh1ttlng, "Determinants ot 
Level of Asplrat10n: Evldence trom Everyday L1te," J. Abnorm. 
Soclal Psychol •• XLIV (1949), 303-14. 
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assoc1ated with lower goals and smaller goal discrepancy Bcores. 
From the p01nt ot view ot th1s research, the importance ot the 
relation ot e1ther selt-conf1dence or self-esteem to the level 
ot occupat10nal and educational aspiration is that the refined 
soc1010gical studies of occupational aspiration apply these con-
cepts to explaln both the level of discrepancy and 1ts related 
concept of "downward scaling" (or downward rev1s10n) of one's 
desired occupat10nal aSPiration. l 
Aspiratlonal Studles Based on Sooiologioal Approach 
Class-Determined Views 
Emplrlcal data reported by Hol11ngshead,2 Hyman,3 Kahl,4 
Knupter,5 and Sewell, Haller, and Strauss6 cite evldence to 
lCf., for example: LaMar T. Empey, "Soclal Class and 
Occupatlonal Asplratlon: A Comparlson ot Absolute and Relatlve 
Measurement," Am. Soc. Rev., XXI, No. 6 (Dec., 1956); F. G. Caro, 
"Asplrations and Expectations: A Reexamlnatlon of the Bases for 
Soclal Class Dlfferences ln the Occupatlonal Orlentatlons of Male 
Hlgh School Students," Socl0l0g~ and Soclal Research, XLIX, No. ~ 
(1965), 465-475, R. J. Rivera, Occupationa! GOats: A Compara-
tlve Analysls" (unpub11shed Master's dlssertatlon, Dept. of 
Socl01ogy, Un1verslty ot Chicago, 1964), pp. 24-26, etc. 
2August B. Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: Johr-
Wiley and Sons, 1949), pp. 267-268. 
3Herbert H. Hyman, "The Value Systems ot Different 
Classes: A Soclal Psychologlcal Contrlbution to the Analysis of 
Stratification,! in R. Bendlx and S. M. L1pset (ed.) Class, Sta-
tU8~ and Power (Olencoe, Ill.: The Free Press ot Glencoe, Inc., 
195 ), PP. 426-42. 
4Kahl , The Amerlcan Class Structure (New York: Relr.-
hart, 1957). 
-14-
indioate that aspiration levels are not as high among lower 
classes as &mOng middle or upper cla8ses. Hollingshead, Hyman, 
and Knupter also 1nd1cate that lO"ler 01as8 youngsters tend to 
soale down their asp1rat10ns to a significantly greater degree 
than m1ddle or upper class boys. Hollingshead concludes that 
they adjust their occupat1onal desires to the1r level ot ach1eve-
ment, perhaps because they have not 1nternal1zed the goal of 
educat10nal and occupational success1 and, as all the mentioned 
authors tend to explain, because in response to economic, seou-
r1 ty, and espeCially to rea11 tl cons1derat10tUj,. Among the fac-
tors account1ng tor lower class boys, Hyman2 8usgests that it 1s 
a "system ot beliets and values within the lower olass wh1ch ••• 
reduces the very volunta£l aotions whlch would ameliorate their 
low position. ft He also indloa.tes that oontact ot lower ana upper 
classes D~Y result in deViations: (1) there will be "individuals 
in the upper classes whO do not show the modal tendency of the1r 
5Knupfer, 0., "Portrait of the Underdog," ln Class l Sta-tus, and Power, ed., R. Bend1x and S. M. ~pset, oe. cr~., 
pp. 255:as~. · 
6w11llam H. Sewell, Aroher O. Haller, Murry A. Strauss, 
"Sooial Status and Educational Asplratiotl," American Soolo1oiical 
ReView, XXII (Pell., 1951), pp. 61-72. F' • 
IHollingshead, oe. clt., p. 285. 
2Hyman, 02. cit., pp. 441-42. 
pti 
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group; tl and (2) some lower olass persons w1l1 adopt upper class 
values beoause the "reference group of the indiv1dual affeots 
hiS value system." 
Reoent Ph. D. dissertations found similar results. 
1 Lowe reports that: 
The proportion of high sohool seniors aspiring 
attend college 1ncreases as the sooio-eoonom1o sta-
tus ot the1r parents goes up ••• Students at the 
lowest occupational level d1d not~school very much 
and d1d not desire and expeot to attend college in 
large numbers. 
2 Waldo cites ev1dence that the social olass position of 
boys 1s positively assooiated with boys' "eduoationa1 goals. 
motivation to go to oollege. level ot aspirat10n tor h1gher 
educat10n." He also tound that the eduoation and oooupat10nal 
rank ot the family head was positively associated with boys' 
level ot aspirat10n "independently ot the social olass composi-
tion of schools" they have attended. 
A oommon element ot these traditional interpretations ot 
ocoupational amb1tions 1s the class-determ1ned oonception ot the 
role ot Bo01al class level ot an ind1vidual which, in terms ot 
IJames L. Lowe, "The Eduoational and Oocupational Asp1ra-
tions ot High Sohool Senior," (unpublished Ph. D. d1ssertation, 
Dept. ot SOCiology, Univers1ty ot Missouri, 1962), 1n The North-
west Missouri State Colleie Studies, Part II. XXVII. No. 4 
fRovember, t96jJ, 69-99. 
2Lesl1e Carlton Waldo, "The Educational Aspirations of 
Adolescent Boys: A Soc1010g1cal Study" (unpubliShed Ph. D. dis-
sertat10n, Dept. of So01010gy, Stanford University, 1963), 
PP. 80-81. 
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their emphasis, almost invariably structures and directs the 
orientation level of occupational or educational aspirat10ns of 
a social class member. 
E~alitarian and Contra~ Views 
Gould1 hypothesizes that one's future oriented concept 
is an expressiDn of one's status 1n the present. "The more 
unsatisfactory the present 1s conceived to be. the more urgent 
the desire (need) to depart from it in the future; It therefore. 
she concludes that the lower class person is filled w1th a 
"deep all-pervading tf need to leave the present which the upper 
or middle class does not have or have only to a lesser degree. 2 
Her discussion, however. is somewhat inconclusive because she 
hints that under rea11ty cons1derations the very lower class 
individual may have to reduce h1s aspirations. Although she 
found that among oollege students the lower eoonomic group had 
hi~her task aohievement soores in an experimental situation than 
d1d the h1gher class. she adds that the lower middle 01as8 tends 
to show the greatest tensions and goal strivings 1n both the 
test situations and the real life aspirations. Speaking of the 
relation of the level of aspiration to the size of diso~epanoy, 
-
lRosalind Gould, "Some Sociological Determ1nants of Ooal 
Strivinss,lI Journal of SOCial PalOhOloQ, XIII (May, 1941). 
461-73. 
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she contends that satisfaction with the present, (e.g., the case 
of higher class indiv1duals) w1l1 lead to !2!. discrepancy scores; 
and dissaticfact10n will produce 2!i!l discrepancy scores. 
1 . Merton theor1zes that: 
••• contemporary Amer1can culture cont1nues to 
b~ characterized by a heavy emphasis on wealth as 
a bas1c symbol of success ••• the same body of suc-
cess symbols 1s held to apply for all. Goals are 
held to tranecend class l1nes~ not to be bound by 
them,tl yet the actual aoc1al organizat10n is such 
ttlst there exist class d1fferent1als in access1bil-
ity of the goals. 
From this assumption a logicc;;.lly interred hypothesis is that high 
asp1rations for aChieving success-goals are held by all ind1vi-
duals in all soc1al classes and races. H1s theories and the 
hypotheses based upon were challenged and tested by many as it 
was indicated previously. Addit10nal reports 1n the next section 
will demonstrate the limitat10ns of his theory. 
HollOway2 inVestigated the plans and aspirations ot 313 
white and Negro pupils of Grades 6, 7, and 8. Contrary to anti-
cipat1ons, there was no consistent tendency for level ot eduoa-
tional aspiration to be associated with 80cial class, nor were 
the plans of the white middle class boys more nearly equal to 
_"ill • JII ...... 
~. K. Merton, Soc1al Theorl and Soc1al Structure Crev. 
ed.; Glencoe, Illinois: -Tfie 'ree Preas, 1951', 'PP: 139-146. 
2Robert Holloway and J. V. Berreman, "T'ne Educational 
and Occupational Aspirations and Plans of Negro and White Elemen-
tary School Students," Pacific Soo101o5ical ReView, II (Fall, 
1959), PP. 59-60. 
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their aspirations than the plans of other groups. Furthermore. 
the educational aspirations of bottl races were approximately 
equivalent when social class was held constant. 
Refined Views 
1 C",nters and Cantril report that the "poor" do not aspire 
to achieve the same dollar income level as the wealthier; however 
in a relative sense. the wealthier do not seek as great an 
increase over their present earnings as do the poor. 
Empey2 makes a distinction between absolute and relative 
occupational aspirations. As applied in this study. absolute 
occupational aspiration corresponds to the distance (in scores) 
between the stated occupat10na1 asp1rat10n of respondents of two 
d1fferent soc1a1 classes; and relat1ve occupat1onal aspiration 
expresses the d1stance (1n scores) between stated occupat10nal 
asp1rat10n of a respondent and the occupat10nal status of the 
family head. In h1s article. Empey submits the following report 
concerning the relation between the absolute and relative occupa-
tiona1 aspirat10ns of high and lower class: 
••• the absolute occupational status aspira-
tions of male ••• mIddle and upper class are sig-
nificantly higher than those of ••• lower classes 
••• the relative occupat10na1 status aspirations 
of lower cIass indicate that they prefer and anti-
cipate having sign1ficantly higher occupational 
statuses than their fathers. 
lRichard Centers an1\ Hadley Cantril. "Income Sat1sfac-
tion(and ~ncgme Aspiration. J. of Abnormal and Soc. PSlch •• 
XLI 1946). 4-69. 
2Empey. OPe c1t •• PP. 708-709. 
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His findings do not support Hollingshead's hypothesis that lower 
class boys have limited their aspirations to the class horizon. 
Stephenson! contrary to EmpeYI reports that aspirations 
are s1m11ar for all classes and only anticipations differ 
according to social strata: 
••• youths hold a relatively common perception 
in the aspiration dimension of mob11ity orientation, 
but ••• the expectation dimension is 'more sharply 
d1fferentiated by their general position in the 
social system. 
Car02 presented evidence that perception of limited access to 
high prestige adult occupations is responsible for the "artifi-
cial lowering of aspirations" by lower class youth in order to 
"balance realistic expectations." He argues that an individual 
who perceives barriers or limited access to prestige ot' high 
status occupations will scale down his occupational or education-
al ambition in order to reduce the discl."epancy between his 
idea1istio aspirations and his realistic chances for occupations 
which he can anticipate. 
Studies on Juvenile Delinquency and Aspirations 
Juvenile Delin9uenc~ 
Most of the theoretical and research studies on juvenile 
delinquency have almost invariably reported that ttlere is a 
lRichard M. Stephenson l "Mobility, Orientat10n, and 
Stratification of 1,000 Ninth Graders," American Soc1010gical 
ReView, XXII, No.2 (April l 1957)1 pP. 264-20;. 
2Caro, "Aspirations and Expectations ••• ," 0E. cit., 
p. 473. 
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strong relationship between deprived ecolog1cal~ socio-economic, 
and racial background. on the one hand, and the level of delin-
quency on the other { ..and. Several independent treatises. how-
ever, caution against the pitfalls of preconceived interpreta-
tions, or indicate that delinquency is evenly spread throughout 
the social structure. 
Shaw et al. l contend that there are several ecologioal 
factors Whioh'~y serve as community indexes to be correlated 
with the rate of delinquency." Significant oorrelations were 
found between the ratio of delinquency and the rate of the fol-
lowing community related factors: the rate of School truancy; 
delinquents and criminals in some ecological areas; the inverse 
radial distanoe from the center of the oity; the ratio of physi-
cal deterioration and declining population; the ratio of ohrono-
logical eersistency of delinquenoy in oertain areas; and the 
ratio of recidivism in certain areas. 
Kvaraoeus,2 together with many others,3 found that delin 
quenoy was disproportionately high in the lower social strata. 
2William C. Kvaraceus, "Juvenile Delinqueno~ and Social 
Class." J. of Ed. $ociology. XVIII (September, 1944), 51-51,.. 
3er ., the annot.ated list given by John M. Martin and 
J. p. Fitzpatrick, in Delinquent Behavior: A Redefinition of 
the Problem (New Yo:c'k: J'tandom House, 1964" pp. 190-201. 
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A similar research by Nye et al. reports that a significantly 
higher percentage (5~) of the training school students came from 
the lowest stratum as compared to the lower percent (l~) of the 
most delinquent non-institutionalized high school students with 
1 low class backgrounds. His finding Which contends that there is 
no significant relationship between social class and delinquency 
among the non-institutionalized high school students raises ques-
tions concerning the validity of Merton's theOry2 whiCh contends 
that delinquency is most prevalent in the lower socio-economic 
strata due to their mar61nal status imposed upon them by the 
social order: 
Of those located on the lower reaches of the 
social struoture, the culture makes incompatible 
demands ••• they are asked to orient ••• tow&.rd 
the prospeot of large wealth ••• and on the other, 
they are largely denied effective opportuni~ies to 
do so institutionally. The consequence of this 
structural inconsistency is a high rate of deviant 
behavior. 
The ratio of delinquency among whites and non-whites is a 
subject of controversy. Many stUdies like those of Frazier,3 
lIvan Nye, J. F. Short, and V. J. Olson, "Socioeconomic 
Status and Delinquent Behavior, tI Am. J. of SociolO~~> LXIII (1958), pp. 381-89. 
2Robert K. Merton, "Social Structure and Anomie," in 
OPe ci~., p. 141. 
3E• Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United ~tates 
(New York: The Macmillan Co.) !g49), p. 649. 
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Lander,l and Sega12 report that the de11nquency rate of Negroes 
1s h1gher than those for wh1tes. Others 11ke Neumeyer3 and 
Cohen4 seem to cast doubt on th1s. In general, 1t tnay be con-
cluded from the 11terature on delinquency that f1ndings for 
Negroes tend to corroborate Merton's hypotheses that d1sadvan-
taged groups are more subject to delinquent behavior than more 
priviledged groups--with the exception of Orientals who show 
even lower delinquency than whites. 
~spiration of Delinguents 
Epp~5 in his investigation of Merton's theory of delin-
quent behavior, found that (1) the majority of 351 junior high 
school students from all social class levels and racial groups 
reported h1gh educational and occupational asp1rat10ns; (2) both 
asp1rations of higher class students were higher than those of 
lower class; (3) both aspirations of Negroes were significantly 
lBernard Lander, Toward the Understanding of Juvenile 
DelintUencY6 (New York: Columeia University Press, 1954), 
PP. 3 -53, 9-84. 
2Bo E. Segal, "Racial Group Membership and Juvenile 
Delinquency," Social Forces, XLIII, No.1 (1964), 71-81. 
3Mart1n A. Neumeyer, Juvenile De11nauencl in Modern 
Societl (New York: D. Van Nostrand eo., 19~J. P. 31. 
4Albert K. Cohen, "Soc1olog1cal Research in Juven1le 
De11nquency,n Amer1can J. of Orthopslchiatrl, XXVII (October, 
1957), 784. 
5Epps, "Soc1'i\-,conorn1c Status, Level of Asp1rat1on, and 
Juvenile De11nquency ,unpublished Ph. D. dissertat10nJ Washing-ton State University, Dept. of Sociology, 1959), pP. 70-78. 
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lower than those of whites; (4) students with high educational 
aspirations were significantly less involved in delinquent beha-
vior than those with low educat10nal aspirations; and that (5) 
"Negroes were more involved in delinquent behavior than 
whites ••• ,tt but they were "not significantly more delinquent 
than whites." It should be noted that no attempt was made to 
distinguish between the occupational aspirations and anticipa-
tions of respondents. This raises certain questions about the 
unequivocal and uniform interpretation of the item concerning 
occupational ambitions by all respondents. In applying his 
results# this must be kept in m1nd. 
Seldenl reported that in comparison with the non-delin-
guents, the delinquents tended to (1) set lower average goals, 
exhibit lower performance, maintain a smaller discrepancy score# 
have a greater need to avoid failure in a level of aspiration 
situation; (2) have a lower ideal-self and evaluate others as 
about equal to their self-evaluation; and (3) show less flexi-
bility in shift1ng goals than non-de11nquents. It should be 
noted, again, that these findings were based on Cassel's test, 
wh1ch is adm1n1stered 1n a laboratory type task situat10n 
imply1ng motor sk1ll coordination. Selden himself ment10ns 
.. 
lEdward H. Selden, "A Study of Self-Structure and Level 
of Aspirat10n in De11nquent and Non-Delinquent Boys" (unpub-
lished Ph. D. d1ssert.at1on# Univers1ty of Minnesota, 1960), 
PP. 224-227. 
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"the b1ting or1tioism" by wh10h Cassel's test was rev1ewed,,1 and 
w1th whioh he would oonour. Most of these orit10isms referred to 
its validity and poor organization. Furthermore, no formal 
measurement of so01al olass baokground was 1nvolved. 
Kahn2 reports that delinquents establish a higher in1tial 
aseiration than non-delinq,uents; furthermore" oharaoter disorder 
delinquents establish higher aspirat10ns than neurotio de11n-
quents" and they also tend to modify the1r aspir'ations signif1-
oantly less than the neurot1c delinquents and the non-delinquents 
Pine3 reports that there is no s1gnifioant relat10nship 
between (1) an individual's "eduoational-vooational aSPirat1ons,,4 
and the d1str1but1on and form of del1nquenoy behav1or; and (2) 
the d1stribut1on and form of del1nquenoy among var10us so01al 
olasses. Respondents" 1.e." pupils 1n Grades 9 through 12" 
oharaoter1zed by upward mob11ity were less 1nvolved 1n the 15 
de11nquenoy variables listed in his work" than the students in 
lIbid., p. 101. 
-
2RO~ Max Kahn" "Level of Aspiration in Two Types of 
De11nquents (unpublished Ph. D. d1ssertat10n" Dept. of Sooio-
logy" 1961) 1n D1ssertation Abstraots" XXII" No. 3 (1961), p. 1253-
30erald J. P1ne" tt'!'he S1gnifioanoe of the Relationships 
Between Sooial Class Status" Social Mobility" and De11nquent 
Behav10r,," (unpubliShed Ph. D. d1ssertat1on" Boston Un1vers1ty" 
1963)" PP. 179-189. 
4Ibid." p. 180. 
-
p 
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the downwardly mobile and stable categories. Those with stable 
mobility positions were more involved in family violations than 
the respondents in the other 2 groups. In this study. it should 
be noted that the subjects investigated came from a rather mixed 
a~e grou£ of adolescents "selected without known delinquency 
histories. tll T'nus. no institutionalized delinquents are involved. 
Rivera2 finds that both delinquents and non-delinquents 
of the white and Negro sample demonstrate high mobility orienta-
tion among adolescents. He indicates that (1) oooupational as-
pirations are relatively strongly influenced by soc1al status; 
(2) ab~olute occ¥pat10nal eXEec~at10ns tend to conform to actual 
social class or1gins; (3) ~elative oooupat10nal expeotat10ns show 
that all adolescents asp1re to and expect to attain occupations 
well above that of the fam11y head; th1s ia more frequent among 
Negroes than wh1tes; and that (4) significant goal d1sorepancies 
"22., ex1st. especially among lower-class ••• tt3 The invest1gation 
was based on non-institutionalized adolescents of high-delin-
. . 
quency areas. Social stratif1cation 1s reported onl~ for non-
delinquents and is compared against the unstratified white and 
Npgro "gangs" of his research. 
lIbid •• P. 179. 
-
2Rivera. Ope cit •• (1964), PP. 13-26. 
3Ib1d., p. 25. 
p 
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Other Correlates of Aspiration 
Many ot the studies examined have shown that individuals 
w1th integrated personality" previous sucuess, highet' selt-esteem 
and contidence" more security and feelings of auequauy" and alike 
tend to set higher goals and show more flexibility in sh1fting 
their ambitions than persons with the OPPOSite backgrOund. 1 
Anom1e stUdies are based en Merton's theory of anomie 
which suggests that anomie is maximized in tllose e;roups where 
aspirations are high and 11fe-chances for success are low. 2 To 
some extent, Rhodes' f1ndings seem to oorroborate this theory: 
"in both directions (i.e., anomia is also high where status 
••• 
is high and asp1ration is low)."3 MacDougall suggests that 
delinquents are not anomic w1th1n themselves but only "in rela-
tionship to the larger soc1ety.u4 
Residentialll or con.IID.uni tl related studies invariably 
show that s1gn1ficant rural-urban d1fferences exist 1n both eduoa-
t10nal and occupational aspirations. White adolescents from 
lCt., Selden, 02. Cit., PP. 89-90. 
2Merton, ~2. cit •• Chapter 4. 
3Lewis Rhodl9s, ftAnomie~ Aspiration, and Status, It Social 
Forces, XLII, No. 4 (May, 1964J, pp. 434-440. 
4EVelyn MacDougall, ttValues, Anomie, and Delinquency" 
(unpublished Master's dissertation, State College of Wash1ngton, 
1959), P. 75. 
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urban oommunities demonstrate higher aspirations than those from 
rural areas. Among Negro males or females, there were no signi-
1 tioant urban-rural differenoes in the aspirations ot either. 
Rivera finds that the influenoe of the neighborhood or looal oom-
munity on adolesoents oan be seriously undermined it the boy 
exoels academioally, if he shows mobility aspirations and, in 
general, if the lower class boy manifests incon5ruence between 
his personal values and those prevalent in his residential 
milieu. 2 It is oommonly agreed that such individuals reflect 
lower delinquency than the academ1cally unsuccessful boys. Many 
studies SUCh as that of Warw1ck3 argue that close ~roue oohes1ve-
-
ness may h1nder high academ1c pursu1ts and aspirations. 
-
NOrmat1ve-env1ronmental faotors are frequently stUdied. 
Parents especially are reported to make attempts for realizing 
lcr., Middleton Russell and C. M. Gr1gg, "Rural-Urban 
Differenoes in Asp1rat1ons,tt Rural SOOi010f~' XXIV (Deo., 1959), 
347-54. Also: Ibid., "CommunIty of Orlen at10n and Occupat10nal 
Aspirations of N~ Grader Students," Soo. Forces, XXXVIII, 
No. 3 (March, 1960), 303-09. Also: Lee G. aurchlnal, "Differ-
enoes in Educat10nal and Ocoupational Aspirations of Farm, Small-
Town, and City Boys," Rural Soc1010gy, XXVI, No.2 (June, 1961), 
107-121. . 
2 R1vera, 0E. Cit., PP. 50-55. 
3Charles E. Warw10k, "Relat10nship of Scholastio Aspira-
t10n and Group Cohesiveness to the Academio. Achievement of Male 
Freshmen at Cornell University," HUlllan RelatiOns, XVII (May, 
1964), 155-67. 
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their aspirations through their ch11dren according to Chinoy and 
Krauss. 1 Selection ot role models from the pool ot either locall~ 
available adults, or other successful adults, and trom the college 
experienced parents, as well as siblings, were repoTted by 
Rivera,2 Turner,3 and Krauss4 respectively. 
~ oriented studies overwhelmingly reject the contentio~ 
that Negroes have lower aspirations than whites. Gist and Bennett 
found no difference between the educational and occupational 
aspirations and anticipations ot Negroes and whites;5 Boyd,6 
Antonovsky,1 and Zavalloni8 observed them to be higher than those 
lEly Chinoy, "The Trad1t10n ot Opportunity and the Aspira-
tions ot Automobile Workers," Am. J. ot Soc., LV, No.5 (March, 
1952), 453-51. Also: Irv1ng Krauss, "Sources ot Educational As-
pirations Among Working-Class Youth, Am. Soc. Rev., XXIX (Dec., 
1964), 861-19. 
2Rivera, OR. c1t., p. 51. 
3RalPh H. Turner, The Social Contest ot Ambition- A Study 
ot Hi~h School Seniors in LOs Anieles (San Francisco: Chandler 
Puo11shing Co •• 1964). p. 221. 
4Krauss. OPe cit. 
5w. W. Bennett and N. P. Gist. "Class and Famil~ InfluencE 
on Student Aspirations." Soc. Forces, XLIII (Dec., 1964). 161-113 
60• F. Boyd, liThe Levels ot Aspiration of White and Negro 
Children in a Non-Seg~egated Elementary School," J. of Soc. Psyc. j 
XXXVI (Nov., 1952), 461-13. 
1Anton Antonovsky and Melvin J. Lerner. "Occupational As-
pirations ot Lower-Class Negro and White Youth." Social Problems, 
VII, No.2 (Fall. 1959), PP. 132-138. 
8Marisa Zavalloni, "Youth and the Future: Values and As-
pirations of High School Students in a Multioultural SOCiety in 
Transition--Trinidad. W. I. (unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, 
Dept. ot Sociology, Columbia University, 1960) in Dissertation 
Abstracts, XXI (May-June. 1961). p. 3542. 
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of whites. However# both Antonovsky and Zavalloni indicate that 
Negro adolescents manifest large components of unrealism and 
fantasl-goals regarding amtitions. 
Value related studies center around the argument whether 
the society is based on a common or class-differentiated value 
1 
system. Rodman suggests that it is entirely poss1ble for a 
lower-class person to hold a range of d1fferent values--1ncluding 
m1ddle class values--but he will have less commitment to each of 
them than a middle-class person; he refers to this phenomenon as 
the lower-class value stretch wh1ch 1s the major lower class res-
ponse to its depr1ved situation. Clark and Wenn1ngex·2 f1nd that 
the major goal or1entations are roughly similar in nature for all 
classes and that d1fferences w1ll occur only 1f "the ind1v1dual 
classes are present 1n large# concentrated areas (communities or 
'status areas.)."3 Landis and Scapitti4 report great variation 
1n values according to age# sex# race. and so~1al class groups 
lHyman Rodman. "The Lower-Class Value Stretch#" Soc1al 
Forces# XLII. No.2 (Dec •• 1963). 205-15. 
2John p. Clark and Eugene p. Wenn1nier. "Goal Or1enta-
t10ns and Illegal Behavior Among Juveniles. Soc. Forces. XLII. 
No. 1 (October# 1963). PP. 49-59. 
3 Ib1d •• P. 58 • 
........... 
4Judson R. Land1s and Frank R. Scarp1tt1# "Perceptions 
Regard1ng Value Or1entation and Leg1timate Opportun1ty: De11n-
quents and Non-De11nquents." Soc. Forces, XLIV. No.1 (October. 
1965). Pp. 83-91. 
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and indicate that rejection of middle-class values and feelings 
of limited opportunity are related to the higher level of delin-
quency proneness and behavior. 
In summary, it may be concluded that all these additional 
correlates may contribute to a better understanding of the 
structural and dynamic factors which can play a role in the for-
mation of educational and occupational aspirations of adoles-
cents and, thus, also in their process of social mobility. These 
aspects were mentioned only for the sake of completeness and to 
illustrate the multiplexity of other social correlates which may 
function as component social forces in the orientation of the 
resultant educational and occupational ambition. 
CHAPTER II 
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES 
~le aim of this chapter is to provide a th~oretical 
frame of reference to the problems, concepts, and variables pre-
sented in this work, as well as to the hypotheses outlined in 
this chapter. In each case, only those aspects relevant to this 
studJ' will be examined. 
The Subject Nature of AS2irat1onal Studies 
The problem of educational and occupational aspirations 
of adolescents has been investigated from a number of viewpoints 
in sociological literature. Some of the most important subjects 
bearing on the discipline of aspirations were those concerned 
with the factors or ingredients of vertical social mobility, wit 
the educational and occupational aspirations and motivations of 
students from different social classes (especially, the problems 
posed by low-aspiring lower-class pupils), with the socio-
economical impact of Variant ambitions in regard to scientific 
and college-trained manpower, as well as "talent-search," and 
those concerned with and related to social problems, such as 
deviant behavior, delinquency, crime, etc. 
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Of the various aspects of aspiration or ambit.ion, the 
level of educational and oocupational aspirations are the most 
prominent in sociology. In turn, these two variables seem to be 
oorrelated to or determined by such other factors as: (1) person 
ality traits and trait disparities; (2) social class origin and 
their oorrelates, e.g., limitations perceived in the accessibil-
ity to desired goals, financial ability, deferred gratification, 
etc.; (3) level of educational motivation; (4) different norma-
tive environments, e.g., reference group or delinquent environ-
ment, family environment, parental stress on education; (5) sex 
and religious affiliation; (6) value system, e.g., differential 
priority of success-goals; (7) the perceived desirability and 
difficulty of a goal-obJect--arranged on a continuum of desira-
bility and difficulty; (8) the size of community of orientation; 
(9) academic aohievement; as well as many other and siu,ilar 
individual and social character1stics and oer~ain idiosyncrasies. 
Sinoe most of these personal and social ingredients and 
mobility-relevant value patterns are linked to sooio-eoonomic 
status, the variable of social class and its two basic components 
occupation and eduoat10n, are of major significance. Recent 
literature, however, takes the class variable merely as a point 
of departure. It extends its scrutiny to the function and beha-
vioral signif1cance of motivation, value system, the material-
educational polarization of ambition, socialization within a 
given normative environment. These are factors contributing to 
ps 
-
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social class. It examines also the relation between aspiration 
and religious affiliation and sex differences, anomie and del1n-
quency, vocational counseling, and 1n general, all the 80010-
psychological correlates of asp1rat10n ment10ned before in the 
preceed1ng paragraph. Consequently, the concept of educational 
and occupat10nal asp1ration is related to a number of key 
disciplines in soc1010g~ and soc1al psychology; 1t is a fooal 
point for an extens1ve research and is of considerable promise 
for both theory and practice. 
In the succeed1ng section, a br1ef analysis of the fol-
lowing concepts and variables will be presented: social class; 
rRce; asp1rat10n, including a sketch of 1ts psychological origin. 
It will be followed by the sooiolog1cal aspeots of ambit10ns such 
as the variable of oocupational aspirat10n and ant1c1pation, 
includ1ng their resultant variable of discrepancy, and then by 
the variable of educational aspiration and interest; delinquency; 
and finally, the relation of aspiration to delinquency. S1noe 
aspj.ration is the major ooncern of this work, it will be the 
most extensively disoussed. 
Both the concept of aspiration and delinquency have an 
extensive and controversial literature. However, their related 
aspeots are scarce and rather unexplored. This gap, coupled with 
the uncertainties originating from their controversies, requires 
the analysis of crucial variables involved and of their 
relations. 
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Social Class 
It is almost a sociologioal commonplace that people who 
live differ'ently also tend to think and act differently. Most 
social scientists will agree that in an individual. education and 
occupation permeate and mold his 11fe. go far to shape h1s self-
image, and even control his personality, as well as determining 
his success or failure. Both occupation and educat1on, therefore, 
have become widely accepted criteria of sooial status and strati-
fication. Since there is a growing body of empirically verified 
studies concerning attitude and value system related to different 
social classes, one may easily assume that the socio-economic 
origin of adolescents affects their ambitions. l 
Social Class and Mobility 
In a simple or caste social system, and to a certain 
degree, even in a modern but authoritarian and olosed SOCiety, 
individ.ual ano social relations are conducted acoording to 
lHerbert II. Hyman, "The Value Systems of Difterent Classes: 
A Social Ptyoholog1oal Contribution to the Analysis of Stratifica-
tion," in R. Bendix and S. M. Lipset (ed.), Class, Status, and 
Power ~Olencoe, Illinois: The Free Press of Glencoe, IDa., f953), 
pp. 420-442. SBe tilso: thesis and cited literature in: 
Evelyn MacDougall, "Values. Anomie, and Delinquency" (un-
pu()11f3hed Mo.stel,ts dissertation, Dept. of Sociology, State College 
of Washington, 1959), PP. 9-30. 
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ascribed criteria. i.e •• characteristics. traditions. and condi-
-
tions with which the individual has no control. The member of 
the system accepts these as a matter of fact, e.g., sex, family 
lineage, skin color, positlon, etc., well aware that major 
changes cannot be aChieved. l 
In an open, industrialized society. wh1ch is character-
ized by an expanding and dynamic economy in general, the society 
is strat1f1ed according to achieved criteria, i.e •• character1s-
tics and conditions which the individual is able to change and 
control, e.g., education, occupation, income, residence, reli-
gious and political affillation, etc. 2 This modern class system 
is !lopen" in terms of the law which does not present any formal 
barriers or proh1bi~10ns against the soclal mobll1ty of indivi-
duals in the bierarchy of class, status, and power. 
Although the average American does not challenge the pre-
mise that he 11ves in a classless society. our soclety has never 
been as "open" as these beliets proclaim. Tbere are marked In-
equalities 1n our class system whiCh aubstantlally reduce the 
upward mobility opportunities of many Indlviduals. 3 The sources 
lRalph Linton, The Stud~ of Man (New York: Appleton-
Century-Crofts, 1936), P. 115. 
2Egon E. Bergel, Social Stratlf1cation (New York: McGraw 
Hill Book Co., 1962). pp. 33:57, 405~5. 
3LloYd Warner, Social Class 1n Amer1ca (New York: Harper, 
1960), pp. 3-33. --
p 
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of inequal or differential mobility are related to those factors 
which create the process of mobility, including aspirations for 
mobility. 
The S~urc~~ and Determinants of,Mqbilitz 
-
Studies of social mobility indicate trlat ther'€' are SE~v':::I'al 
anal~Ttically and empirioally discerni lil;.; vapiant.,s or fCiC tors whic! 
help to explain tne natut'e of mobility re2,Cl1U'Ces and pattE.!rns of 
an "lp<:n ~nd industrializeil society. Th~3e arc;!: (l) 1rl~18rcnt or 
ascrlb8d guallties and conJitions puch ae baGia capacities and 
abilities ot an individual; position of a person in t~e social 
structure according to his or her race, sex, and class or e!Jonomic 
resources;l religious atfiliotl.)n;2 (2) different normative 
environments such as reference group3 o.nd pe8r associations; 4 
.. 
lRichard M. Stephenson, "Mobility Orientation and Str'ati. 
ticatlon ot ~,OOO Ninth Graders," Am. Soc. Rev., XXII, No.2 (April, 1957), 204-205. 
2Theorles and empirical studies ShOW disagieement concern-
ing t~·le effect of }. .. e11g.ion IJn mobility. Iwlax Webel' S PI'otestant 
Etfiic emphasized the autonomous role of Puritan relig!6Qs l!::t@ in 
'ERe ori,;;;in of modern capitalism. See: H. H. Gerth and C. Wright 
Mills, From Max Weber: Essals 1n S'O'Ci010il (New York: Galaxy 
Book, 19$8), P~. 6j, 303-3~1. -Xn co~trast, Lipset and Bendix 
maintain that The re11gious values ot Protestant1sm and Catholi-
c1sm do not appear to be related to s1gnif1cant differences in 
mobility rates ••• " See: S. M. Lipset and R. Bendix, Social Mo-
bility in Industrial-SOciet.l (Berkeley and Los Angeles" Oal.: 
UnIversIty or CalIfornIa Press, 1963), p. 73. 
3William A. Rushing, "Adolescent-Parent Relationsh1~ and 
Mobility Aspirat10ns," Soc. Forces, XLII, No.2 (Dec., 1964), 159. 
~: Ralph H. Turner, oPe cIt., PP. 15-11. 
4Irving Kr'auss" Ope cit., PP. 867-79. 
p 
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family or orientationl and family conditions;2 school environ-
ment;3 and in general. the contact with individuals coming trom 
mobility oriented social classes;4 (3) learned gatte~s ot beha-
vior or achieved criteria such as the level of achieved education 
and skills. and "acquired attitudes and values that are instru-
mental to mobility. such as the deferred gratification pattern. 
manners and mode ot commun1cation;,,5 (4) chagges in the economic 
and in its related occupational structure of a complex. indus-
trialized. and competition oriented society;6 according to Lipset 
and Bendix. this process may also end 1n the open1ng ot new pos1-
tions and the disappearance of old ones; (5) changes in the re-
eroduction rates ot supp11es ot talent. whioh means that no e11te 
or ruling class is able to control the natural distributlon and 
need ot talent supply and therefore. it must recruit trom other 
population levelSJ 7 (6) concentration ot immi5rants at certain 
oooupational levels; this. trom the point ot view ot upward 
let •• Rushing. OPe cit •• PP.- 158-159. 
2Krauss. loco cit • 
. 
3~. ~: Pine. OPe olt •• P. 41. and Waldo. Ope clt. 
4ayman. Ope clt •• PP. 441-442. 
5StePhenson. loco cit •• P. 204. 
6LiPset and Bendlx. oe. cit •• PP. 2-3. 
7 Joseph A. Kahl. The American Class Struoture, (New York: 
Reinhart. 1957). PP. 252-~6~. 
p 
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mobility" meant that the later arrived "freshman" immigrant 
always occupied the lowest levels of the existing occupat10ns" 
and" thus the "senior" minority group has automatically been 
"promoted" to somewhat h1gher working standards: 
Upward mob1l1ty has also been bolstered by the 
effects of large-scale immigration ••• millions of 
immigrants who came to this country ••• spoke no 
English and entered the American labor market at 
the bottom level. Thus" many native-born workers 
were "pushed u~" one or two steps on the occupa-
tional ladder; 
(7) the level of mobi11ty asp1rat10ns; th1s 1s concerned w1th the 
1ntensity of motivation for social mobility; it 1s 1n rec1procal 
relationship with pract1cally all the prev10usly ment10ned source 
of mobi11ty. Th1s concept 1s central to the present work; 1t 
w111 be analyzed under the sect10n deal1ng with the theoretical 
background of aspiratlons. 
Upward Mobl1lt~ and Mar~lnalltl 
T"he concept of marg1nality was flrst lntroduced by Park2 
in the late twenty's and then elaborated by E. StoneQu1st3 one 
decade later. Today" lt ls stl11 a common urban phenomenon and 
lt descrlbes the type of lndividual who 11ves on the border of 
lKurt B. Mayer, Class and Socletl (New York: Random 
House" 1955)" PP. 73-7~. 
2Robert E. Park. "Human Mlgratlon and the Marginal Man,," 
Am. J. of Soc." XXXIII \May" 1928)" 881-893. 
3Everett Stonequlst" The Mara1nal Man (Hew York: Charles 
Scribner'S" 1931). 
p 
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tWO societies, therefore, is in contact with two cultures which 
m..'3.ke incor.:1patible demands upon him; he partleipates in a limited 
degree in each of them but belongs fully to neither. 
With the process of social differentiation, a simplistic 
moral code is no longer satisfactory to control and shape the 
behavior of increasingly structured and uncohesive sub-groups 
often characterized by different value systems, and complex 
cultures. Therefore, improved control mechanisms must be est3b-
lished for the achievement of a functional organic so11darity--
in spite of the d1fferential value systems of the sub-groups. 
Thus, adolescents with mobtlity asplrations--as emerging groups--
must experience "the conflicting demands which converge upon 
those in his marginal Position. Hl That the mobility aspirant 
adolescent occupies a marginal position in the mosaic culture of 
a pluralistic society characterized by sub-cultural value systems 
"in the freedom of the citylf is almost taken for granted by many 
social scientists. 2 
The marginal situation of a mobility oriented boy within 
the frame of culturally differentiated subsocieties becomes even 
more apparent from the hypothesis of marginality which assumes a 
causal linkage between Situation, experience, and personality. 
1 Turner, op •• ci t., P. 5. 
2Ro'oert E. Park, Human Communities (Glencoe, Illinois: 
The Free Press, 1952), p. 86. Park :nas considerably influenced 
SOCiologists with his generalizations in urban sociology. 
p 
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By his situat.ion he 1s extens1vely involved in two or more sub-
societies character1zed by 1ncompatible subcultural values. By 
his situational experience he will be exposed. to two 01' more con-
trast1ng relationships, value discrepancy, ana prestige ideni:.lfi-
cation which may end in a dilemma or inability to choose between 
and to dedicate his loyalty to two differential subcultures and 
their realm of values. The eersonal1 t~ oonsequences as x'elated. 
to his cleavage in cultural values, in interpersonal loyalty and 
friendship are less clear. However, Turner's recent studyl con-
cerning ambition provides us with some clues. These al'e: 
(1) rootlessness due to the absence of clear standards to guide 
his behavior;2 (2) personal conflict accompanied lJy lack of sc:::lf-
confidenoe, heightened objectivity, relativity, and redentment 
which may "lead to the attitude of the critic and the cyniu; ,,3 and 
(3) often creativity qualities. 
A word of caution is due here nevertheless. The n18rginal-
man hypothesis must not be taken rigidly nor in a dete~ministic 
sense. Trlere are Inany social forces which will mi tlgate the pro-
cess of marginality generated by value differences and class 
consciousness. Turner himself gives support to this view: 
lTurner, OPe cit., PP. ~-l8, 207-225. 
2Ibid., p. 6. 
-
3Ib1d ., p. 14. 
-
p 
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The mobile person may be marginal, but the 
attitudes of his high school peers will neither 
insure nor preven- nis marginality ••• On tne 
whole, it appears that the h1gh school peer sit~ 
uation is one in which the discont1nuit1es which 
normally lead to marginality are moderated. l 
Social Mob11ity and Subcultures 
- - ...--
Complex and heterogeneous societies are composed of a 
multitude of suboultures with whioh their members are ident1fied. 
In general, suboulture is that part of the total culture of a 
sooiety Which is dist1notive of a subgroup of the sooiety, e.6., 
regional group, ethnio group, oooupational or class group, youth 
group, crime and delinquency group. 
The importanoe of these various subcultures is that they 
exert a profound influenoe over the life careers of their members 
and that they may even substantially contr1bute to tbe formation 
of personality and behavior patterns of individuals. 2 Thus tne 
mobility aspirations of the members is under the influence of 
such distinotive suboultural charaoteristics as the predominant 
values .. beliefs .. meanings, norms, modal personality or beilavior 
patterns of a particular subgroup. Even suoh subcultural cate-
gories as distinotive language, clothing .. gesture, and etiquette 
may play an important normative role. In this section, specific 
lIbid., p. 208. 
-
2Dav1d Kretoh, R. S. Crutchfield, and E. L. Ballaoney, 
Ind1v1dual In So01et~i A Textbook of Sooial Psycholog~ (New York: 
McGraw-Hill,- Book Co ... 1902), pp. 3'{2-j73. 
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attention is given to the influence of social class, youth sub-
culture, delinquency, and race subculture. 
1. The distinctive role of the social class has already 
been discussed at some length in several places before; it will 
receive further attention in the rest of the study. Let us, how-
ever, emphasize nere that both the traditional and "th~ culture-
var'iation" approach of the class subculture is applicable to this 
study, i.e.: (1) traditional version l assumes that "the subcul-
tures of different classes are in important respects mutually 
contradictory j If (2) the culture-variation approach2 "begins by 
assuming a generally uniform system of values throughout a society 
and treats class differences as variations on a society-wide 
them,..;. " 
2. The idea and term of ~outh subculture was introduced 
by Parsons. 3 It has been included in this study on the grounds 
indicated by Turner: 
••• because it seems impossible to examine ambi-
tion, mobility, or the systems of social stratifica-
tion am~ng adolescents without allowing for its 
impact. 
Youtl:t culture is generally characterized as emphasizine=, 
lTurner, oe. cit., pp. 9-10. 
2 ~., pp. 11-12. 
3Ta1cott Parsons, "Age and Sex in trle Svcial Structure of 
the United States, If Am. Soc. Rev., VII (October, 1942), 604-616. 
4Turner, 0e. cit., p. 222. 
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irresponsibility in rejection to the demands of an adult role, as 
abnormally exalting athletic prowess and non-utilitarian 
1 ~ qualities, and as stressing mediocrity, consumption orientation,-
and tr.e ability to express the proper tas tes in all matters of 
interest to youth. 
The existenoe of a special youth culture in its above 
depicted all-pervading and extreme furm would affect the applica-
bility of the hypotheses of this study which rely to a great 
extent on the existence of social class differentials with all 
their implications discussed above. The reason for this concern 
is because: (1) a rigidly endorsed youth culture with its own 
value system would efface the class-value differences and there-
fore, the differential aspirations and antiCipations of indivi-
cuals coming from variant subcultures would be obscured; (2) an 
intense and widely effective peer social system with its devalua-
tion of aspiration and serious adult values would force its mem-
bel's to lower or even abandon their aspirations; consequently, it 
would constitute a general and serious obstacle to mobility as-
Pirations,3 and, of course, to marginality. 
ITalcott Parsons, loc. cit. 
sity 
2David Reisman, The Lonely Crowd (New Haven: 
Press, 1950). Yale Univer-
3Cf., Turner, OPe cit., pp. 168-69_ 
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From jl-'t~ empll'ical findings of Turner~ u:,.wever, we know 
r.o:; ,:;:€'n€f'&te tLe kind of' 8011001'1 ty wnle, woul.d r1~lcd'y or con-
1 
sls:ently over~lQe all ~obl11t~ aspirations. 
:;:'t;St.Circ'; works 1& t;;at t ;€ tl:'ao1tional aspect ot youth culture 1s 
l1;f)st refl~.~cted by tIle und18tlnbulsned student and 1n some 
fln.lddle ... level scr.o;)ls, wnos€; core populations are trom lcrwEH'" 
2 11,lddle-class cack<~:';;un{l." 1'(.18 S6t:1r.8 to ;;;,;.lvt! s:::nnt.; support to 
U5Buffiptlons advanced b, our ~ypotn8aeS. 
3. Conc~l'nin~ lace .. t.i.!8 study 1s lntA.n'eate(; only in 
-
':~.,)St.: subcultural clt'ferentlals wz.lc!l are relatea to amtlt10ns of 
1n rr~c)billty aspirat10ns turn out to be .:lue to differential expo-
.~ 
f'Urt. of cultural soc1al class exper1ences." Being a memb~;r of a 
I:iln:.n'l ty alters one f e 11te cmmcee 1n i;.eneral; secondl.>', be1ng a 
mliHl!be l;' of a racIally taSt;d cas t.e emu ot it low socio-econmn1cal 
env1ronm€::nt cr~at·ea a vicious (!irole for Nel;i;roes espec1ally. <4 
1 2 Ct., Ib1d., pp. 222-223. Ibld., pp. 168-109. 
- -
3Klmball Young and f"<'J'monc W. Maok, .s~ste1!,at1c Scc.io10&~; 
l'est and Fead1nt;s (New York: Ar;,E'rican Book 0., r9M!1, 
PP. 189-205. 
4Cf., Gunnar MyrdB 11 E: t {:1l., An AI~;erlcan .:rl1emma (.Nd~ 
Yo1"k: Harper', 1944), pp. 205-201: "' 
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Perrlaps more than any ethnic minority, Negroes are acculturated 
to the normat1ve white Ajller1ci:~n cultul'tc! and their majority is 
ass1m1lat1on1&t. l Cou8idering th18 backgrouna, the result ot 
their mob1l1ty aspirat10ns w1ll be a subject of parallel anal,.Ysis 
w1 tl1 the wi-.i te respondents. 
4. The suboultural aspeots of del1nquenc~ will be d1s-
cussed under the sect10n concerned wi th de11nquen~~' in outline 
form. 
Asp1ration 
p • 
As for int.roduction, unuer the concept "aspiration il one 
should understand a strong desire for realization of certain 
i~oals--ambition8, ideals, or accomplislunents. It 1s aS8wlled that 
an 1ndividual i8 able to rate and rank alternative goals along a 
continuum of desirability and difficulty. Usually, a person's 
orientation 18 directed toward the b1ghest possible objective, 
1.e., the object "which bas the l1iiheat valence tor him2 along a 
continuum of des1rability and dlfticulty. TI11s constitutes the 
person'. level ot aspiration. a term introduced by Dembo f1rst 1n 
(hrm.an as anserueh!niveau (meaning "claim-level")3 and then 
translated into English by Lew1n 8S "level of asp1rat10n. nU 
'" d. ... r 
10 • lP. Marden .. Minor1t1es 1n AJner10an Society (New York: 
Amerioan Book Co., 1952}, pp. ~6-43. 
2A• O. }bller and I. W. Miller, OR. oi t., PP. '[-8. 
3Tamara .l)€.mbo. "Del' Al'ger als Dynamisches Problem," 
Pa~c~olo~i8ohe ForsohuEien, XV (1931), pP. 1-144. 
~Kurt Lewin et 81., 100, cit. 
p 
-46. 
If the goal orientation of a person, however, is influenced and 
molded not only by the desirability dimension of a goa1 8 but also 
by such factors as previous experience, success and failure, 
1 
relative accessibility and attainability, and similar other 
reality considerations, the goal orientation of a person may be 
interpreted as his level of anticipation rather than aSPirat1on. 2 
In the succeeding two sections, a br1ef analys1s of the psycholo-
gical and sociological theories of asp1ration w11l; be presented. 
Psycholog1cal Theory of Aspiration 
Since sociolog1cal research concern1ng aspiration takes 
as a point of departure the previous studies of experimental and 
dynamic psychologists, it is inev1table to take a glimpse at the 
nature of those works and some of the essent1al concepts der1ved 
from them. As noted before, research in th1s subject had first 
taken place in Germany as early as 1930, and they have been con-
ducted mainly for the study of the artificially created quasi 
needs based on experimentally induced task situations. A maJor-
ity of these experimental works focused on the study of the 
effects of frustrations and barriers and the correlates of 
lCaro, OPe cit., PP. 466-467. 
2R1vera, OPe cit., PP. 1-2. 
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aspiration level. l Subsequent studies have made additional 
efforts to improve their measurement techniques. 
The Variable of Goal Discrepancy 
The most commonly used meaning of the variable of goal ... 
discrepancy Dr goal-disparity based on laboratory testing sit-
uation is either the difference between the me;dian or [[.ean of 
ave:::';~c.::e estimate of goal and performance score, or preceeding 
performance score. Triis variable served to study the correlates 
of personality traits. Among tnese, the following correlations 
deserve mention for a more corr.plete understand1ng of the occupa-
tional goal discrepancy concept applied in the field of 
SOCiOlogy:2 (1) character-disorder group was found having the 
discrepancy sco:ce closest to zero; Miller's findiugs 3 for this 
group were felt to have relevance for a delinquent sample; (2) 
maladjusted and fa1ling indiviouals produced lower discrepancy 
scores than well adjusted or successful; (3) optimistic self-
ratings, high self-esteem, or self-confidence were found to be 
associated with high disc.repancy scores i (4 ) negative discrepancy 
lEdward H. Selden, "A Study of Self-Structure and Level 
of Aspiration in Delinquent and Non-Delinquent Boys" (unpublished 
Ph. D. dissertation, Dept. of Soc. Psych., University of Minne-
sota, 1960), PP. 22-62. 
2Selden. OPe cit •• pp. 3-4, 26-86. 
3K• S. Miller and P. Worchel, "Effects of Need-achieve-
ment and Self-ideal Discrepancy on Performance Under Stress," 
J. of Personalitl. XXV (1956), pp. 116-190., 
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scores were found more frequently 1n the "expectation group" than 
in the "hope" group. and amon;; the maladjusted and defeated 
individuals. 
E.l)wever~ certain disagreements witt. tile above t'indiniSs 
may a180 be detected. 1 Tl-:us, Bills and his assoclat~s, in ~lleiI' 
study of self-rating and self-ideal, reported that high discre-
pancy scores were indicative of maladjustment. Such contrst.JiG-
)don only underlines tile necessity of further' investigations with 
different approaches • 
.'!-~l~~ __ fl,_~lat~ ve Value of Psychological Fin9_~r~~s 
In regard to the value ana weakness of Psyciloloe,ical 
investigations in the area of aspirations, t,~ following c~itique 
is subr.1itteci: (1) since t~le psycLological i41vestigatiolls of as-
piration have been based on artificially oreated g.uasi-needs, it 
must be empir1ca1lr verifit:d that tti€Se r:.eeds follow tr.e same 
l&\1s as the Datural ones; in absence of such verification, tnc;:ir 
findings must be accepted witL. r'csel'vations and their utility has 
~et to be demonstratedj2 (2) ps~;chological studies may provide 
a useful service concerning aspirations on hypotneticaJ. or tenta-
tive levels; the obvious adVantage of sociolo~ic~l studies of 
ler., Selden, oM. cit., p. 68-69; and also: R. E. Bills, 
E. L. Vance, and O. S.cLean, "An Index of' jl.djustment and 
Values," J. Consult. PSYCholo§j, XV (1951), pp. 257-261. 
tI 2Haller and Miller', 0E. cit.! p. 8. Also: E. G. Epps, 
Socio-E90nomic Status LeveI 6t Asp ration, and Juvenile Delin-
quency" \unpublished P~. D. dissertation, Dept. of Sociology, 
Washington State University, 1959), p. 21. 
p 
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aspiration is related to its ability to investigate socio-
psychological phenomena in a natural instead of a laboratory 
setting. 
Sociological Theory of Aspirations 
The majority of sociological studies of aspirations have 
been based on the analysis of either the educational or the occu-
pational goals of respondents. Of the existing d1ffer'ent dimen-
sions, the level of educational and occupational goals seems to 
be considered as the most adequate soc1olog1cal item for ordering 
asp1rations 1n a h1erarchy. These two variables appear to be 
higtly correlated, but so far as this investigator knows, there 
are no pub11shed data for testing it. It is believed that the 
simultaneous study of both the educational and occupational as-
pirations will offer some further 1nsight 1nto ambitions than 
would a unilateral or one-item research. With the exception of 
some specif1c aspects, the bas1c princ1ples of the educat10nal 
and occupat10nal asp1rations are interwoven and common to such an 
extent that no consideration regarding the1r po1nt of or1g1n 1s 
made in sociolog1cal researches. This study w1l1 follow the same 
established practice--with the exceptions required by its 
specific nature. 
The relationship between educational and occupat10nal 
asp1rations on one s1de, and social class, opportun1ty, and 
del1nquency on the other s1de, has been a controvers1al top1c 1n 
p 
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American sociology. For the purpose of this study, four types of 
aspirational theorie~ may be distingu1shed: (1) those holding 
deterministic views; (2) e~alitarian and contrary views; (3) 
-
refined theories; and (4) interdisciplinar¥ areas and ~orrelates 
-
of educational and occupational aspirations. 
Class:petermined Theories 
These are traditional theories which follow rig1d class 
lines. With some s11ght. non-essential variations. these 
theories provide a monolithic definit10nl of aspirations; they 
argue that upper-class individuals aspire to hi~ler levels of 
occupational and educational achievement than members of lower-
classes. Some of the representatives of these views are Holling-
shead, Hyman, Sewell, Haller. and Strauss. 2 In their research, 
they tried to indicate that lower-class individuals have not 
internalized the goal of educational and occupational success; 
in general, they do not incorporate this value system for ad-
vancement based on lofty ambitions through education. 
This theory also tends to demonstrate that vocational 
aspirations of upper and lower class youth corresponds roughly 
with the job patterns associated with each class in the adult 
1 Cf •• Empey, Ope cit., pp. 703-4. 
2 J Cf., August B. Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: 
~hn Wiley and Sons. 1949), PP. 285-0; H. Hyman OPe cit , ~426-~ 2. William H. Sewell, Archer O. Haller, and Aurry A. Strauss, 
(Social Status and Educational ASPiration," Am. Soc. Rev •• XXII Feb., 1951), pp. 61-73. 
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work world. Especially, lower class boys--in contrast to the 
upper or middle class youth--tend to avoid risk and seek job 
security, express fewer desires for striving, and plan for lower 
education, occupation, income, and they have limited horizons of 
success. 
Esalitarian ,and Contrary Theories 
Contrary to the deterministic theories, these theories 
hold that material success goals ar.e universal and internalized by 
individuals in all levels of the social class structure. Merton, 
who is the chief exponent of it, contends that the same lofty 
success-goals constitute deeply entrenched values of the contem-
porary American culture and are generally shared by all indivi-
duals. l Translating this theory into an hypothesis, it may be 
stated that eduoational and oocupational "aspirations ••• do not 
differ by race and class Position.,,2 Some theories stretch even 
beyond the concept of universal success goal values by postulating 
that lower class youth may have even higher intensity of ambition 
than upper class individuals or at least identical with the 
latter. 
1R• K. Merton, Social Theo~ and Social Structure (rev. 
ed.; Glencoe, Illinois: 1he 'ree ~ess, !g51), pp. !3b-!39. 
2R• Q. Holloway and J. V. Berreman, "The Educational and 
Occupational Aspirations and Plans of Neg~o and White Elementary 
School Students," Pacific Socioloaical Review, II (Fall, 1959), 
p. :6.. 
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R~;fined or Complex Theories 
These theories are of complex character and they may be 
in partial or total agreement or disagreement with some aspects 
of both the traditional and the contrary theories. BecaUSe of 
their redefinitions and refinements, they can be regarded as 
superior to all monolithic theories; however, none of them should 
be considered as either complete or final. 
conceptual relativity of goal orientation~.--At tne 
foundation of this concept is the principle which contends that 
while relative aspirations and antiCipations both differ from 
their level of origin, i.e., from the occupational level of 
breadwinner, simultaneously, both the relative and the absolute 
aspirations and antiCipations also differ from each other;l 
generally, these differences reflect consistency and are rela-
tively substantial, espeCially for deprived social groups. 
While most of the related theories tend to agree concern-
ing the existence of these differences, some of them note t!lat 
class differences are universal mainly with regard to anticipa-
tions, but not for aSPirations. 2 Another body of theory argues 
that both aspirations and antiCipations are influenced by social 
class and reflect relatively substantial mobility aspix.'ationsj 
lcr., Rivera, op. cit., p. 26. 
2 Stephenson, Ope cit., pp. 211-212. 
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however, only the absolute occuPdti~nal aspirations indicate sig-
nificant class dift'~rentiations. i.e., midlile and upper classes 
shOW significantly higher aspirations tnan low,,,:!, classes; 1 it is 
furtr~.::;:r argued wn.etheI· lower classes manifest;;;. ..::reC'4ter reuuction 
-------------------
of their relati!e anticipations than m1ddlG or upper olasses when 
facec. with hardships or frustratioll; some theories claim reduc-
tion, others refute it. 2 
Thus, it is important to note that for the understanding 
of the conceptual relativity of goal orientations, one must con-
sider two aspects: (1) the specific type of goals (i.e., whether 
aspirations or anticipations) investigated; and (2) the specific 
tyge of standard of measurement (i.e., whether absolute or rela-
tive standard of measures) applied. Of course, the level of goal 
orientation n~y undergo some further diffraction or even ais-
placement if, in addition to the social class factors, the 
variables of race and delinquency will be introduced. A short 
conSideration of these aspects will be given in later sections of 
this chapter. 3 
Goal discrepanc~.--Depending on which of the controverted 
theories are accepted. one would either not anticipate any 
discrepancy, or Just a ~ oiscrepancy, or hi~h discrepancy, or 
lEmpey, oe. cit., pp. 108-9. 
2Cf., Rivera and Empey. OPe cit., (eg.) 
3Some additional insight into "relativity" will be fur-
nished by the section dealing with the rationale of different-ial 
_goal orientations. 
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even negative goal discrepancy. The overwhelming majority of 
the existing literature leads us to expect substantial and class ... 
determined, as well as race and c.elinquencyo.influenced, occupa-
tional and educational ambitions amon6 adolescents. Ti:His, 
M;rton's hypothesis sensitizes us to t.he existence of equall~' 
"lofty" or hign aspirations of all classes. Yet, considering 
other findings and theories, such as Stephenson's l and Merrill's2 
etc., one can definitely expect aspiration-anticipation discre-
pancies wnich Inay be "especially severe wi thin the lower-class 
and delinquent sectors of the adolescent population. "3 Similarly, 
high discrepancy was indicated for lower classes by Gould4 and 
Ca.rr}> Sears found that failure groups showed larger discrepancies 
than success groups, 6 etc. Of course, theI'e are enough contrary 
cases too. 
lStephenson, 0E. cit. 
2Maud A. Merrill, Pr'oblems of Child Delinguenc¥ (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: The Riverside Press, 1947', p. 7~. 
3Rivera, OPe cit., p. 9. 
4Rosaline Gould, "Some Sociological Determinants of Goal 
Strivings," J. of Soc. Ps~ch., XIII (May, 1941), 461-73. 
5Caro, 0E. clt., PP. 410-11. 
6pauline S. Sears, "Level of Asplratlon in Academically 
Successful and Unsuccessful Children," J. of Abnormal Sec. rs~·ch., 
XXXXV (1940), pp. 311-36. 
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Negative discre~anc~ or lower aspirations than anticipa-
tions were reported by several researchers. For the rationale of 
its occurances, Empey notes that: 
••• the prestige hierarchy of oceupations is 
not viewed with the same perspective by different 
social strata ••• the feeling of success ana fail-
ure does not depend upon an absolute level of 
achievement ••• tOut upon a variet;v of factors. ,1 
Although negative cases were report.ed by Stephsnson ~nd by 
2 Rivers# none of tr:.em seem to provide any direct explanation for 
their existence. 
Rationale for and sources of variant ambitions.--Pract1-
cally all of the ingredients listed under the section dealing with 
the sources and determinants of mobility bear mol'S Ot' less upon 
the development and formation of bott! tIle educational and occupa-
tional aspirations. In this section, only tlJ.e specif1c aspects 
will be emphasized. 
A review of the earlier literature suggests that tae level 
of educational and occupational goals has two main sources:. (1) 
structural comgonents which refer to the nature, degree, or "the 
amount of ambition to achieve a specific culturally ranked goal" 
in trle light of one's pos1tion 1n the soc1al structure;3 and, (2) 
eersonality comgonents which refer to tile nature, degr'ee, ul:' 
lEmpey, Ope c1t., p. 704. 
2R1vera, qe. c11., p. 24. 
3Suzanne Keller and Mar1sa Zavalloni, "Ambition and Social 
Class: A :R.espec1f1catlon," Soc. Forces, XLIII, No. 1 (1~64) .. 60. 
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"amount of ambition" to achieve certain culturally strat1fied 
goals in the light of one's personal needs, capacities, and 
talents. l Accordingly, the definition of the sit~ation concern-
ing the level of educational and occupational ambitions will sub-
stantially be determined by both the structural and personality 
COUlponents. Among these, espeCially such highly intercorrelated 
variables will gain prominence as the soc1al class baokground, 
value system, age, sex, and religion of an individual, which in 
turn Inay influence or even determine the prestige value-hier-
archy of education and occupation held by different classes, as 
well as the relative saliencl of and limitations in eerceiveq 
accessibilicl to desired goal objectives. 
Further light is shed on the rationale of differential 
ambitions in education and aspiration by the balance theor~ as 
interpreted by Caro:2 
Serious commitment to an occupational goal 
which 1s perceived to be unattainable may be a 
source of cons1derable personal frustration. 
Balance theory suggests than an attempt would be 
lJ'lade to reduce disquieting discrepancy. An adol-
escent considering his occupational future could 
reduce the imbalance between what he wants and 
what he thinks he can get by scaling down his as-
pirations. This process of balancing preferences 
and anticipations can be cultural as \¥ell as 
individual. 
11" i' ~.
2Ca: ·J.·'o, 0'" c 4 ~- pp l~t::c 4'70 
.. t;. ...v., •.. .,:;;- , • 
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-
-57-
Besides the social class background. individual ambitions 
will assume different levels under the influence of such env1ron-
mental factors as the individual's family conditions. school-. 
peer-, and reference group environment and contac't, and certain 
ecological areas--all of thesl:3 whether 11igh or lower class or 
delinquent. In general, previous literature sugges'ts that both 
lower' class and delinquency background will lower the educational 
aspirati~ns and occupational anticipations of youngsters. 
Race and ASEiration 
Earlier findings &nd theories reflect contradictions with 
regard to the level of educational and occupational aspirations 
and anticipations of Negroes as compared to whites. Generaliz1ng 
fr'om Merton's theor;y, one would expect no differ'ence. EPpsl and 
Rosen2 find them lower; Antonovsky anci LernE:r3 and Rivera report 
that tbe;y' C:1re i1igher or at least as high as whites;4 Stephenson,5 
Holloway, and Berreman find no differ'ence. 6 In conclusion, 
lEpps, op. cit., p. 77. 
2Bernard C. Rosen, "Race, Ethnicity, and the Achievement 
Syndrome," Am. Soc. Rev., XXIV (1959), 47-60. 
3Aaron Antonovsky and Melvin J. Lerner, "Occupat1onal 
Aapirations of Lower Class Ne.,.;ro and White Youth," Social Pr'ob-
lems, VII, No. 2 (Fall, 1959), 132-138. . 
-
4Rivera, oe. cit., p. 24. 
5Stephenson. op. cit., pp. 209-210. 
6Holloway and Berreman, OPe cit. 
II' 
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earlier literature leads us to antlclpate that Negroes wl11 have 
at least as high amb1t1ons as whites 1f both the class and the 
level of delinquency are held constant. 
Delinquenc~ and Aspiration 
-
Since aspiration and not dellnquency is the central focus 
of this study, only some concepts held to be of strategical 
importance for this work will be briefly discussed. 
Delinquency 
There are at least four different types of theories wh1ch 
attempt to explaln the causes of delinq~ncy: b1ological, psycho 
analytic, psychodynamic, and SOCiological. 
Socio-economical theories generated a vast literature ot 
Juvenile delinquency describing its etiology, oharacter, inci-
dence, and control. There is a common tendency to regard delin-
quency as a self-contained subculture with members characterized 
by mar5inality background which carries the potentiality and 
danger of widespread social disOrganization. l 
Of the mass amount of literature, it may be concluded 
that the following conditions, processes, and variables are 
related to the causation of delinquency: (1) learning and motlva 
~ concerning delinquent behavior through contact or 
lCt., Park, OPe clt., and a more recent theory by A. K. 
Cohen, Delinquent Bo~S: The Culture ot the Gang (Glencoe, Ill.: 
The Free Press, 1955:, PP. 125-128. 
I 
. I 
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association with delinquents and, thus, taking advantage of the 
availability of opportunities to perform delinquent roles;l (2) 
famill d1sor~anization or broken homes which are conducive to 
inadequate control, discipline, and poor training of the young; 
(3) social disor~anization descr1bed cond1tions under which both 
external (1.e., law and social pressures) and internal (1.e., 
personality, etc.) controls are weakened to such a degree that thE 
no~ of society are met with w1despread violations; chances for 
its evolution are potent1ally increased by the confl1ct of heter-
ogeneous culture patterns and high SOCial, as well as, physical 
mobility, by deficient functioning of the community 1nstitut10ns; 
and finally, by the presence of (4) poor economical and ecologica 
conditions, especially that of slums, blighted areas, low socio-
economic status paralleled by intensive blocldng of the social 
mobility aspirations. 2 
From the foregoing, it is clear that Juvenile delinquency 
is the product of complex personal and social conditions and 
variables; any theory of causation that singles out only a few 
elements is inadequate. 3 Consequently, neither Mertonts theory 
of discrepancy between success-goals and the means available for 
lRichard A. Cloward and Lloyd E. Ohl1n, De11n!UenCy and 
Opportunitl: A Theory of Delinquent Gangs (G1encoe,11inois: 
l5e Free Press, ~6b). 
2 Cf., Neumeyer, ~E. cit., pp. 155-303. 
3Ib1d ., P. 308. 
-
.1 
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their achievement, nor any theory which attributes delinquency 
only to lower class or race may claim exclusiveness. 
Aspiration of Delinquents 
The majority of studies indicate that delinquents set 
lower educational and occupational goals than non-delinquents. 
In addition, boys with high aspirations and anticipations were 
found to be significantly less involved in delinquent behavior 
than the low aspirants. Of course, there are contrary findings 
too. Some researchers found no significant relationShip between 
delinquency and an individual's "educational-vocational aspira-
tions."l Many psychological studies suggest low goal discre-
pancies, while many sociological findings lead lIS to anticipate 
high discrepancies--especially in lower social sect~rs.2 
E~ology& Delinguency, and Aspiration 
The interest of ecologists in "natural areas" earns its 
legitimacy in the fact that certain sub-communities--especially 
the slums--are susceptible to specific sub-cultural influences 
and value systems. They appear to select and socialize their 
residents--including youth. Thus, slums socialize their young-
sters both to delinquency and goal-orientation patterns which 
lPine, oe. cit., pp. 161. 180. 
2Rivera, Ope cit., P. 9. 
.. 
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are transm1tted socially "just as any other cultural and social 
pattern is transmitted."l Slum areas are highest in various 
indexes of social and personal disorganization regardless of the 
race or ethnic composition. Although "cultural-pockets" may exist 
within slumn, i.e., Eome families will not become integrated into II 
I 
the slum system, yet here the incongruence betweeu school and 
neighborhood is an estc::..blished fact ot life and such environment I 
has negative influence un aspirations.2 
Interdi80iplin~ry A!eas Related to this Research 
This section provides a sketch of correlated concepts and 
research areas of this work. It is important to note that the 
various branches of the modern behavioral sciences have a large 
number of' concepts under different terms, but with either 1denti-
calor similar contents. 
Insofar as different occupations constitute specific 
objects of the level of occupational asplrations, this represents 
one aspect of soc1al stratificat10n and soc1al mobility. It dif-
fers from the general concept of aspirat10n le~lel in that it takef: 
as ita object the occupational hierarchy, and also that its con-
tinuum of difficulty consists of the various levels of occupations 
lMaur1ce R. Stein, The EcliEse of Commun1t¥ (Pr1nceton, 
New Jersey: Pr1nceton University Press, I'96~), pp. 17-46. 
2R1vera, OPe cit., PP. 50-55. 
" 
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leading to social differentiation and stratif1cations. It 1s 
important to note that a high aspiration score achieved on a 
labor'atory type task situation does not necessarily imply that 
the same individual will manifest high aspirations in everything" 
and specifically in terms of high occupational and educational 
aspirations. In a laboratory setting one ~uay achieve high scores 
on an experimental task" e.g." on dart-throwing at a target, yet 
be a failure in terms of high educational aspirations. The 
sociological literature reviewed by this investigator seems to 
provide a fiI'ID support to this conclusion. 
Trie level of educational and occupational aspirations and 
anticipations are deeply embedded concepts in educational psycho-
logy and social pSYChology.l They are most closely I-elated to 
the concepts of level of aspirations" goal" or ~oal and personal 
'!alue orientations. T[;.e~~ also have affinities to tI-ie concepts of 
social role and anticipatory socialization--including r~ference 
group, as well as, role models; self and self-esteem, as well as" 
self-structure. 
Ti.1e;y are central focus in attitude researci-J., soc1al 
stratification and mobility researcfl; social structure and personl' 
alit~ researcn. Since they constitute a personality orientation 
lCt., Ralph McCaw" Educat10nal Psychol05Y (New York: 
Monan.: Press, Inc." 1961f)., PP. Lt0-51; and Kretc(). and Crutchf1eld, 
Individual in Society; A Textbook of Social PSlcholo~l, Ope c1t., 
PP. 69-10!. 
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within the soc1al structure, they appear to be a prem1se to and 
instrumental for soc1al mob11ity.l Tney represent a concept 
which n~y be applied operat1onally 1n both researCh and counsel-
ling. Consequently, for practice and theory, these are conoepts 
of cons1derable potency and promise. 
----------------------------~-~ ...... -..... "'-~.'."'-.-..... 
IHaller and Miller, The Occupat1IJnal Asp1ration Scale: 
Theory, Structurel and Correlates, Ope cIt., PP. 11-17. 
-
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE AND METHODOLOGY 
Procedure 
Data Collection and Sample 
The collection of the data to be analyzed were obtained by 
means of a questionnaire administered to 81 institutionalized de-
linquents at St. Charles Training School tor Boys of the State of 
ot Illinois, and to 212 matched "non-delinquents" coming from as 
closely similar geographical and ecological areas of delinquents 
as possible. A pretest was conducted on 17-year old YMCA boys in 
Chicago, Illinois. Most of the items used here were similar to 
those on educational aspiration used by Waldo,l and on delinquency 
used by EPps2 in their Ph. D. dissertations, and no essential 
revision or rejection of those items was deemed necessary.3 
The questionnaire was administered by the investigator 
personally in the autumn of 1964 tor the delinquent sample, and 
during the succeeding period ot winter tor the matched 
lCf., Waldo, OPe cit., pp. 18-19. 
2 Cf., Epps, OPe cit., pp. 45-46. 
3Por some additional details, see section on "Measurement 
and Scales." 
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non-delinquents. Respondents were told that they were particl-
pating ln a research program concerned wlth the educatlonal and 
occupational lnterests of l1-year old boys. They were also told 
that the bulk of the questions were related to matters of thelr 
own interest and that by the exposure to thls klnd of experlence. 
as well as by careful cooperatlon, they were dlrectly benefltting 
themselves and helplng others. It was emphaslzed repeatedly that 
their responses would be anonymous, and they were lnstructed to 
place the completed questlonnaires in a displayed sealed box so 
that anonymity would be assured. The researcher found no reason 
to doubt; 1n fact, rather fr1endly rapport was ach1eved and ma1n-
tained. 
Among the dellnquents, two were exeused at the1r own 
request on the bas1s of the1r slow read1ng; an addltlonal three 
responses were Judged 1ncomplete or 1nslncere. l Flnally, three 
Puerto Rican or Mexioan dellnquents had to be dropped beoause of 
their ins1gn1f1cant number. Th1s screen1ng process left the 
present research w1th 12 de11nquent respondents, l.e., 49 wh1te 
and 23 Negro 1nd1vlduals.2 
lSome of the cases were Judged as "1ns1ncere" beoause of 
the extra remarks or draw1ngs made on the quest1onna1re,or others 
beoause of the1r attempt to check nearly all exist1ng categor1es 
w1th1n the same 1tem. 
2S1noe ln the process of analys1s some add1tional 1dlo-
syncras1es of responses were detected, the f1nal f1gure wh1ch 
served as a bas1s of deta11ed study was reduced to 61 tor the de-
l1nquent and to 10 for the matched non-de11nquent group. These 
cases 1ncluded e1ther amb1guous or 1ncomplete respon.es, as well 
• 
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Geographical Distribution of Respondents 
Of these 72, 44 came from the central city o~ the metro-
politan area of Chicago, and 28 from outside of Chicago, i.e., 
suburbs, towns, and municipalities of the metropolitan area and 
from other communities or cities of the state of Illinois. As 
shown in Table 1, the majority, i.e., almost all of the Negro 
delinquents, originated from the central city of the metropolitan 
area of Chicago, whereas more than half came from the suburban 
areas of Chicago and from other cities and communities of the 
state of Illinois. 
1 
Race 
White 
ffegro 
Total 
TABLE 1 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRIBU'l'ION 0' DELINQUENTS 
2 3 4 
Chicago Outside of Chicago, Total 
i.e., suburbs, towns, 
and other communities 
N -~ N '- N % 
22 45 27 55 49 100 
22 96 1 4 23 100 
44 61 28 39 72 100 
5 
Percent 
Related tel 
N 72 
68.1 
31.9 
100.0 
as attitudes or negatlve occupatlonal d1sorepancy, l.e., responses 
stating higher occupational anticipation than aspiration. The 
reason for their omission was to avoid any further fragmentation 
of data, and also because of the small size within each category, 
as well as because the additional working-load did not appear to 
be Justif1ed by the expected result in this fairly time-consuming 
and complex research project. 
• 
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According to the design of this study, non-delinquents 
were to be matched against delinquents in tet'IDS ot' age, sex, 
soc1al class, and race. In order to enhance the similarity or 
hOmogeneity of the delinquent and the matched non-delinquent 
groupS in terms of as many social factors as posslble--except ot' 
those variables on which the two different groups had to be com-
pared--non-delinquent adolescents coming from Chicago were 
matched only against delinquents from Chicago, and those from out-
side areas were matched only against delinquents coming from out-
side areas of Chicago, according to age, sex, social class, and 
race. Th1s group of matched non-de11nquents were carefully 
selected from a total of 214 "non-delinquent" respondents to whom 
the questionnaires were administered. The residential origin of 
both the delinquents and the matched non-delinquents is shown on 
two maps: one for the central city of the metropolitan area of 
Ch1cago (Map 1.--) and another one for the state of Illinois 
(Map 2. __ ).1 
There were ten interviews conducted with delinquents, and 
an additional ten with non-delinquents. However, only the data 
derived from the actual questionnaires furnish the substance of 
the present analysis and report. The interview material serves, 
nevertheless, to provide some additional inSights and to aid 
analysis, as well as interpretation. 
lSee Appendix V. 
r 
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~e Distribution ot Respondents 
The data used in the tollowing analysis wer& gathered 
trom all 17-year old institutionalized delinquent boys ot St. 
Charles Illinois State Training School tor Boys and matched non-
delinquents. 17-year olds were selected as subjects because ot Ii 
the need to study that age group whose tuture orientation in 
preparation tor leaving high school (i.e •• aspiration levels) are 
tairly well cr~stallized. but who have not yet entered college or 
the full-time labor market. The reason tor choosing this age 
group tor aspiration research is clearly supported by both 
Turnerl and Mi11er. 2 Turner writes: 
The decision to study ••• seventeen to eighteen 
years ot age. has turther implications ••• The stu-
dents are Just coming to a turning point which is 
crucial tor mobility. They are contronted with the 
problem ot making responsible deoisions ot tar-
reaching import. 
The mean age ot delinquents i8 11 years and 2.5 monthsJ 
that of non-delinquents is 11 years and 3.6 months. In other 
words. their age variable has been very closely matched. This 
contributes to the homogeneity of the investigated group. This 
homogeneity ot age remains true even it the data are analyzed in 
terms ot race tor both the delinquents and non-delinquents. The 
1 Turner. 0E. cit •• p. 25. 
2Irwin W. Miller. "Level ot Occupational Aspiration: 
PrOblems in Its Conceptualization and Measurement." (M. S. theSiS. 
Dept. of Psychology. Michigan State University. 1960), p. 48. 
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greatest age d1fference 1s manifested by Negroes, but even here 
there is only two months difference between Negro de11nquents and 
non-delinquents. 
Sample 
ND 
WD 
NnonD 
WnonD 
TABLE 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY NUMBER" PERCE!JT, 
AND MEAN AGE OF SUB-GROUPS 
Percent Mean Age 
Number N 12 Year Months 
. . 
-
23 31.9 11 1.1 
49 68.1 11 3.6 
23 31.9 11 3.1 
49 68.1 11 2.9 
Measurement and Scales 
All data analyzed in this research consist of verbal res-
ponses to questionnaire 1tem. Tnis and the aim of the present 
study require the use of ttle follow1ng measurement techniques and 
1nstruments: (1) measurement of the socio-economic status; (2) 
scale for measur1ng occupational aspirat10ns and ant1c1pations--
1nclud1ng measurement of the occupational d1screpancies; (3) scale 
for measuring educat10nal asp1ration and interest; and (4) scale 
for measuring juven11e delinquency. 
p 
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Level of Socio-Economic Status 
-
In measuring the social class level of the respondents, 
the occupation and education of the family head (i.e., of the 
father or, in his absence, of the mother; if both were absent, of 
the breadwinner) were utilized as the index. Hollingshead1s ~ 
Factor Index of Social Position (ISP)l has been used to assign 
subjects to soc1al classes. The two factors employed 1n the ISP 
are " ••• (1) the prec1se occupational role the head of the house-
hold performs 1n the economy; and (2) the amount of formal 
schoo11ng he has received. H2 Both of these factors are assigned 
scale scores designed by Hol11ngshead; these scores are then 
we1ghted and added together to establish the ISP soore. The 
score, in turn, 1s the bas1s for the ass1gnment of soc1al 01as8 to 
specif1c 1nd1v1duals. 
Thus, Hol11ngshead 1s Two Pactor Index of Soc1al Posit10n 
1s composed of two corrolary sub-scales: (1) the Ocoupational 
Scale, and (2) the Educat10nal Scale. The ocoupational scale 1s 
based on the prem1se that occupat10ns have h1erarch1cal social 
values and that a person who possesses h1ghly tra1ned occupat10nal 
sk111s "has control over several other people. ,,3 The educational 
lAugust B. Hol11ngshead, Two Faotor Index of Social Pos1-
ll.2.!!. (New Haven, Connect10ut: By tne author; 1957 ). 
2Ib1d., PP. 2-3. 3Ibid., p. 8. 
- -
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scale is based on the premise that individuals who possess similar 
educations will manifest similar tastes, attitudes, and behavior 
patterns. 1 Consequently, measures of social class obtained by 
Hollingshead's Two Factor Index will produce more accurate 
results than other measures based only on a single item approach. 2 
The validity ot Hollingshead's instrument has been demonstrated 
not only by the author himself, but also by the numerous studies 
relying upon 1t.3 
S1nce perm1ss10n was granted to use the records of de11n-
quents, it was poss1ble to obtain data concerning the occupat1on 
and education of the family head reported by the delinquents. As 
a result it was possible to clarify some pertinent items. Some 
additional efforts were made to clarity insufficient information 
on the questionnaire by including respondents with unclear or 
ambiguous replies in the subsequent interview ment10ned above; 
.. 
1 Ibid., p. 9. 
-
2According to some social scientists, the more reliable 
way to determine one's soc1al class status is by his value sKstem. 
Representative of this view is Pine, oe. cit., P. 185. On t e 
other hand, whether the measurement is based on a value system or 
prestige scale, both ot them will be SUbJect to the error inherent 
in their limited polarity: "An individual at the bottom of the 
status ladder can go no lower in his aspirations, and a person at 
the top can go no higher." Ct., Empey, oe. Cit., p. 107. 
3Por a description of the validation of the ISP, see 
August B. Hollingshead and Frederick C. Redlieh, Social Class and 
Mental Illnes3 (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 19~J, 
PP. 398-461. 
p 
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this practice was tollowed tor both the delinquents and non-
delinquents. Beyond this# other occupational and educational 
data were available and examined in reoords kept by various 
schools and youth organizations. 
In acoord with the prooedure established by Hollingshead 6 
~coupational scale scores trom 1 through 1# ranging trom high to 
low rank# were given to broad oategories ot particular Job 
t1tles. This i3 presented in Appendix II. 
For the purpose ot this studYI the olass distribution 
obtained made it advisable to dichotomize the delinquent sample 
1nto two groups: (1) middle olass (Me)# and (2) lower class (te) 
oategories. Otherwise# only three individuals would tall in the 
oategories I and II and excessive fragmentation of the statisti-
oal data would have oocurred. (See Table 3). 
Social 
Class 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
Total 
'fABLE 3 
SOCIAL CLASS DISTRIBUTION O. DELXNQUENTS BASED 
ON HOLLINGSHEAD'S TWO PACTOR INDEX 
White Negro Total 
Number '% Number ~ Number % 
1 1.4 0 0 1 1.4 
2 2.8 0 0 2 2.8 
10 13.9 3 4.1 13 18.0 
26 36.1 1 9.1 33 45.8 
10 13.9 13 18.1 23 32.0 
49 68.1 23 31.9 12 100.0 
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Theretore, tor the purposes ot th1s study: 
(1) 1ndividuals with 1ndexes I, II, and III will be 
analyze0 under middle clascj 
(2) individuals with indexes IV and V \lill be ancl-
lyzed under lower class categories, and desig-
as MC and LC, respeotlvely.l 
Level ot Occueationa! Aseiration and Antic1pation 
Under the section ot the questionnaire entitled "About 
Your Choice ot a Life's Occupation," there were two questions 
related to the occupational aspiration and anticipation ot res-
pondents. 2 The first itenl tries to elicit the realistic, and the 
second one the idealistic occupational ambitions of both delin-
quents and non-delinquents. 3 
Occupations reported on these two items were COded by 
Hollingshead's seven-point Occupational Sqale. 4 This scale 
lIt is important to notice that there are other studies 
which applied the same breakdown ot Hollingshead's classes as 
shown here in this study. Ct., Waldo, oe. cit., P. 16. In 
determining the social class oomposition of each school, Waldo 
noted: "Hollingshead's Classes I, II, and III have been grouped 
as middle class, and Classes IV and V have been grouped as work-
ing class." Another example is Rivera, oe. cit., pp. 10-26; he 
divided his sample 1nto two: MC and LC groups. 
2 See code number 1tems ~ and ~ of the attached ques-
tionnaire under Appendix IV. 
3Ct., "Express1on levels," 1n Appendix I. 
4See its detailed description on page 75, and in Appendix 
p 
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served as a measur1ng tool of both the level of absolute and ~­
t1ve occup.ational aspiration and anticipation .. lind t.he difference 
-..-- i 
(1. e ... occupat10nal discrepancies) as well. Although 1n most 
instances the analys1s of data was directly performed wlth this 7-
polnt scale without establishing any subcategorles for the scale .. 
at some relatively few pOints lt was desirable to collapse the 
seven levels lnto tour 1~ order to avo1d fragmentatlon of data to 
statlstlcally meanlngless levels. These collapsed categories were 
used in order to facilitate meaningful comparison of var10us 
soclo-economic, aspirational .. occupational discrepancy, and delin-
quency groups. (See Table 4). 
Occupational Discrepancy Scores 
The posslble range of the occupational goal d1screpancy 
scores extends from 0 to 6. The 1ndividual dlscrepancy scores 
were obtained by subtractlng the soore of the occupational antlci-
pation from the score asslgned to aspiration. l Agaln, to avold 
fragmentatlon of data, lt was deemed advisable to estab11Rh the 
following three disorepancy subcateio~ies: "0" meanlng ~ discre-
pancy; "1_2" meaning sllght discrepancy; and "3...6 tt meanlng hlgh 
dlscrepancy subcategory. This arrangement of subcategorles from 
very low to high and thelr oorresponding cutting points for the 
purpose ot this study have been based on the principle ot "race 
validlty" or logical valldation. 2 
ISee "Goal disorepancy" on page 
20f., William J. Goode and Paul K. Hatt, Methods in Social 
lResea.rch {Hew York: .McGraw-Hll1 Book Co •• Inc •• 1952J .. P. 237. 
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TABLE 4 
LEVELB OF OCCUPATIONAL H~.ARCHY AND REPRESENTATIVE 
OCCUPATIONS AS INDICATED BY HOLLINGSHEAD'S 
OCCUPATIONAL SCALE 
Hollingshead 
Scale Levels 
(Scale Rank 
of 
Occupations) 
1 
2-3 
6-7 
Scale Levels 
of 
Occupations 
High: 1 
2 
3 
Lows 4 
O<.:cupations 
Supreme Court Judge, President or 
Director of Large Concerns, Yd.li tary 
Officers: MaJor and above, Physi-
cians, Engineer' (Graduate Degree), 
University Teacher. 
Clothing Store Owner (medium sized), 
Jeweler (lliediwn sized), Electrical 
Contractor (small independent busi-
ness), School Teacher, Musician, 
NUrse, Section Heads of Federal, 
State, and Local Government Offices, 
Chain and Department Store Manager. 
Bank Teller, Post Oftice or Sales 
Clerk, Draftsman, Lab Technicians, 
Policeman, Eleotrician, House Paint-
er, Mechanic (trained). 
Truck Driver, Machine Operator 
(semi-skilled), Farm Hand, Unskilled 
Factory Worker. 
The three occupational goal discrepancy categories demon-
strated in the present section refer only to positive and zero 
discrepancy scores. Negative discrepancy cases (i.e., those in 
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Which anticipation exceeded aspiration) wl11 not be analyzed 
1 
separately or in any detal1. 
Level of Educatlonal Aselration and Interest 
-
Level of Educatlonal Aspiration 
Ed~cational asplratlon was measured by the reported level 
of educatlon the respondents would like to attain. 2 Arbitrary 
weights correspondlng to the number ot years to be spent in 
school, as close as posslble, were asslgned to form a "level of 
lOf., footnote 2 on page 65. 
2The students were asked the followlng questlon: 
HOW FAR DO YOU WANT TO GO IN SOHOOL' 
a. ( ) 
b. ( ) 
c. ( ) 
d. ( ) 
e. ( ) 
f. ~ ~ g. 
h. ( ) 
1. ( ) 
(Check the one whlch most corresponds wlth your cholce.) 
I want: to qult as Boon as I can: before the end ot thls 
year; 
to flnlsh 9th ~rade (i.e., only the treshman year 
in high SChool); 
to tinlsh 10th grade (i.e., only the sophomore 
year in hlgh school); 
to tinish 11th grade (i.e., only the Junior year 
in high SChool)l 
to tinish 12th gr.~de (l.e., only the senior year 
in high sChoolh 
to go to college or \1~l'Yersity for a tew years; 
to flnish 4 years in college or university and 
to get a bachelor's degree; 
to tlnlsh more than 4 years ot college or unlver-
sity, namely: ....... . 
hl. ( ) I want to obtain Maste:t..:!s degree; 
h2. ( ) to obtain Ph. D. or some other 
doctorate degree; 
to get other dellie; 
IF OTHER D!a 
THE OTHER DEGREE I HOPE TO GE'1! IS: 
p 
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educational aspiration" scale (LEA) as follows: 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
hl. 
h2. 
"to quit:" 8 (because this was the lowest reported 
irade)J 
to tinish 9th grade," 9; 
"to finish 10th grade," 10; 
"to finish 11th grade:" 11; 
"to tinish 12th grade:" 12; 
"to go to college for a tew years:" 14; 
"to tinish 4 years of college:" 16; 
"to obtain a Master's degree:" 18; 
"to obtain a Ph. D. degree:" 20. 
Level of Interest in Higher Education 
Data relating to respondents' eduoational interest in 
go1ng to college or un1versity were obtained by a series of three 
items. l They were used only as supplemental checks to determine 
whether the level ot educational aspiration for those uho report-
ed to go to college is actua11zed by the degree ot educat10nal 
lQuestionna1re items relating to respondent's educational 
interest in go1ng to college: 
AS TO YOUR IHTENTIOHS TO GO TO COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY I 
(1) How much do you want to go to college' 
I want: a. { ) very much; b. ( ) pretty much; 
c. ( ) a little; d. ( ) not at all. 
(2) Do you think you would be unhappy if you didn't go to 
college' 
I would be: a. ! 1 very unhappy; 
(3) How sure 
I am: 
-
b. pretty unhappy; 
c. a 11ttle unhappy; 
d. wouldn't be unhappy at all. 
are you now that you really want to go to college' 
a. i l very sure; b. ( ) pretty sure; 
c. not very sure; d. ( ) not at all sure; 
e. sure I don't wbnt to. 
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1n~erest to pursue oollege eduaat1on. 1 
Level of DelinQuenoy 
INvels of delinquency were e3tablished according to a 
10-item soale. 2 It is a modification of the delinquency scale 
-------------------------------------------.--------------------
lOn the pretest, this 3-item scal~ was subjected to item 
analysis to investigate the discriminative power of each item and 
their intarnal consistency. This analysi3 yielded the following 
series of discriminative power for item 1, 2, and 3: 1.4, 1.84, 
and 1.5 respectively. All these are above the recommended minimw 
of 1.00 DP. Cf., Goode and Hatt, Methods in Social Research~ 
Ope cit., PP. 275-276. These three I~ems were arbitrarilY c osen 
from Valdo's 6-item scale used in his Ph. D. dissertation; see: 
Ope cit., PP. 18-20. He found them to constitute a Guttman quasi-
scar,~ wit~'l a Coeffioient of Reproduoibility ot 95.9. Reduction oj 
the original 6 items to 3 suggested the need for checking the 
reproduoibility of the presently applied 3 items as a criterion 0 
their scalability. In order to test the scalability and repro-
ducibility of these 3 items, they were subjected to scalogram 
analysis by Guttman's Cornell technique (See: Louis Guttman« itA 
Basis for Scaling QualItative Data," Am. Soo. Rev., IX (lg44J, 
pp. 139-150. It was found to constitu~e a Uuttman quasi-scale 
with a coeffioient of reproducib11ity of 93.8. Por the various 
categories of the 3-item scale illustrated before, the following 
arbitrary scores were ass1gned: a:3; b:2; 0:1; d:O; e:O. In 
tfiose very few instanoes where the avo1dance of data fragmenta-
tion and the clarity ot presentation is required, the following 
subcategories ot the possible range ot 0-9 Were establiJhed: 
"d-!" meanIng the lowest; "4-1" meaning the middle; and "8-9" 
meaning the highest suocategory. These subcategorles and their 
corresponding cutting po1nts mark "that place in the rank order 
of subjects where the most common response shitts trom one cate-
gory to the other." (See: Allen L. Edwards, Techniques ot Atti-
tude Scale Construct1on (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
Inc.,), p. 1811. It tries to tollow the requirements ot logical 
validation. 
215. UHDER THIS NUMBER, THERE AIlE lEN QUf..STIONS OF BASIC 
IMPORTANCE FOR THIS STUDY. Since you are NOT REQuIRED !b GIVE YOUR NAME, please answer exactly 
and seriouslz: only the tact~; the real picture. 
PLEASE INDICATE HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU: 
p 
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1 appl1ed by Epps; he, 1n turn, had adapted it from Nye and Short, 
the orig1nal authora. 2 Measurement of the level of delinquency 
(10) w1th1n each 1tem was performed w1th the a1d of the following 
_____ --.. - .. 'It • __ ---..--___ ~_....._......_ • .._. .-... -~--------.. -
8. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
1. 
J. 
TAKEN THIIHJS OF LITTLE VALUE (under $2) THAT DID NOT BELONG 
TO YOU? (1) Npver ---i (2) Once or tw1ce ; (3) Several 
t1rr;es~_; (J-t.) Very orten _~' -
DRIVEN A CAR WITHOUT A DRIVER'S LIC.t:NSE OR PERMIT? (Do not 
include cri ver tl'sining course). (l) Never ---i (2) Once or 
tw1ce ; (~) Seve ral tiUleS i (4) Very Q,rten • 
- - -
SKIPPED SCHOOL WITHOUT A LEGITIMATE EXCUSE? (1) Nevel' .-.J 
(2) Once or tw1ce ; (3) Severel t1w~s ; (4) Very 
often. --- ---
-
BOUGHT OR DRANK BEEP., WINE, OR LIQUOR FOR CONSUMPTION WITH 
PALS OR IN SECRECY? (1) Never ; (2) Once or twice i 
(3) Several times ; (4) Very O?'ten. -
- -
BEEN PLACED ON SCHOOL PROBATION OR EXPEI..LED PROM SCHOOL? (1) 
Never ; (2) Once or tw1ce ; (3) Several times, ; (4) 
V(:!ry orten. - -
-
HAD SEX RELATIONS, e.~., sexual interoOUI~e, WI~H THE OPPOSlrl 
SEX? (1) Never ; (2) Once or t.wice ; (3) Several t1mes 
; (J.I) Very of'ten . -
- -
TAK~:N THINGS OF MEDIUM VALUE (between $2 and $SO)? (1) Never 
; (2) Once or twice ; (j) Several t1nles ; (4) Very 
~t - -Oll"en • 
-
fTOLEN A CAR? (l) Never ; (2) Once or twice -i (3) Sev-
eral times ; (4) Very often • 
- -
"RUN AWAY" FROM HOME? (1) Never ; (2) Once or tw1ce j 
(3) St?veral t1lt.as ; (1~) Very orten • -
- --
TAKEN THINGS OF LARGE VALUE (over $50)1 (l) Never • 
(2) Once or tw'.ce ; (3) Several times .; (4) Very-often 
. 
--
-- -
lEPps] oE- ci~., p. 45. 
2p. Ivan Nye and James F. Short, nSc~11ng j..,c11nquent 
Behav1or, tt Am. Soc. ,Re':.. XXII (June, 1951 L 32:5-3J.l. 
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two kinds of scores: (1) arbitrary scores assigned to item 
categories; (2) ranking weights given to each individual ~ 
itself. 
Arbitrary Scores of the LD Scale 
Arbitrary scores assigned to various item categories 
ranged from "0" to "3". Uniform application of weights is 
required to achieve consistency in measurement. l In more detail, 
the following scores were given to various frequency levels: 
"Never~ 0; "Once or twice";; 1; "Several times n (including three 
or four times) ';;. 2; "Very often" (including five times and every-
thing above that)~ 3. 
Ranking Weights of the LD Scale Items 
The general purpose of introducing the weighting ot 
delinquency scale items of this study has been to increase its 
validity. The specific reason of weighting was to increase its 
efficiency in measuring "the continuum it purports to measure. u2 
Thus, it was quite evident that each scale item represented a 
different degree of seriousness of delinquency; e.g., stealing of 
an object of little value, such as an apple, a pencil, a 
IThe wording and number of tt~m, cate~oiies of all items 
are the same with two exce~tions: l} item f with six cate-
~ories where categories (4), (5), and (6) will be considered as 
,Very often'· and assigned with a weight m.Ynber of "3"; (2) item 
'1" has the regular four categories and the differing "Five times 
or more" will be considered as I~ery orten" and weighting "3". 
2Qoode and Hatt, OPe cit., pp. 239-240. 
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handkerchief, etc., involves a considerable lower degree of norm 
violation than stealing of an object of large value, such as an 
automobile. 
Since laws governing human relationships are for the most 
part established by middle class individuals or at least related 
to middle class values, it was felt that the ranking or rating of 
their violations should be made by persons of the same social 
class origin. This is in accord with a view expressed by Sellin 
1 
and Wolfgang. Accordingly, the pooled Judgment of four differ-
ent groups comprising 32 individuals was solicited for ranking 
of the delinquency scale items. The first group consisted of law 
school students attending evening courses and coming from such 
occupational backgrounds as law firm employees, teachers, sales-
men, management consultants, etc. The second gr'oup was composed 
of second year graduate students of the School of Social Work. 
The third and fourth groups were composed of employees and 
officers of the Chicago Police Department. 
Acting as Judges, members of the four groups were given 
ten separately printed slips. Each of these slips presented one 
of the ten delinquency items. Judges were asked to rank these 
items in increasing order of seriousness. By placing the least 
serious on the top, and the most serious on the bottom of the 
IThostein Sellin and Marvin E. Wolfgang, The Measurement 
of Delin~uenc~ (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1964) 
PP. ~48- 5~. 
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pile, the rank-ordered slips, secured with a rubber-band were 
placed in separate envelopes and dropped into the sealed ballot 
box in a manner similar to that employed by Thurstone and Chave. l 
After the Judges' ballots were collected, they were tabu-
lated in rank-order ranging from 1 (for low) to 10 (for high) 
delinquency scale types, i.e., in increasing order of seriousness. 
Since the range or degree of seriousness of offenses given by the 
delinquency scale types was relatively limited, the application of 
such a broad range as 1-10 did not appear to be justified. 
Accordingly, the scores of this broad range were arbitrar1ly 
collapsed to the following: 
Replaced scores: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Reduced soores: 0.3 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.5 1.8 2.1 2.4 2.7 3.0 
It was now possible to calculate the mean weight for each scale 
item in terms of majority votes. The result is shown in Table 5. 2 
lL. Thurstone and E. J. Chave, The Measurement of Attitude 
(Ch1cago: University of Chicago Press, 19C:?9J, p. 31, in: Goode 
and Hatt, OPe cit., p. 265. 
2It is interesting to note that Sellin and Wolfgang pre-
sented at least 3 delinquency items with almost similar wei~ht or 
"Ser1ousness Score tI for the following: "Larceny (under $50) ••• 
2.1;" ••• "Larceny($50+) ••• 2.2;" ••• "Auto theft ••• 2.9." 
In the same Table 77, 26.0 is the hi~hest reported tlSeriousness 
Seore tf for criminal homioide, and ~. is the lowest score given 
for disorderly conduct, traffic violations, trespassiil.;, and 
malicious mischief. The basis of their weights were tIle "Delin-
quency Index Events and Uniform Crime Reports Classification." 
See: Wolfgang and Sellin, OPe cit., Table 77J p. 317. 
--
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TABLE 5 
WEIGHTS OF DELINQUENCY ITEM, IN RANK ORDER 
Rank* 
1 
2 
3 
4 
? 
b 
7 
8 
9 
10 
Item 
Skipped school without legitimate 
excuse 
Driven a car without ••• license 
Taken things of little value (under $2) 
Bougrlt or drank beer ••• for consumption 
I!Run away tt from home 
Taken tnings of medium value 
(between $2 and ~50) 
Been placed on school probation or 
expelled 
Had sex relations 
Taken things of large value (over $50) 
Stolen a car 
* 1 Lowest 
*10 Highest 
Calculation of the Level of Delinquency (LD) 
Weight 
.610 
.828 
.834 
.940 
1.040 
2.124 
2.150 
2.370 
2.680 
2.860 
Code 
No. 
c 
b 
a 
d 
i 
g 
e 
f 
J 
h 
T~e delinquency score of each individual was obtained by 
multiplying the delinquency weight of the separate scale items 
with the arbitrary score aSSigned to the frequency category of the 
same item and then totalling these products. The lowest possible 
score that can be obtained on the delinquency score is 0.00; the 
highest possible is 49.30. In order to avoid fragmentation of 
this data into statistically meaningless figures, the delinquency 
range of 0.00-49.30 was also divided into the follow1ng tbree 
subcategorie's: IIG-15.0" meaning the lowestJ Itl5.l-35.0" meaning 
.84. 
t~le middle; ~nd "35.1-50.0" meaning the highest delinquency scale 
type. As in all previous and similar cases, these subcategories 
WE:rc established in accord with the requirements of logical 
validation. l 
lFor testing tie reliability and validity of the delin-
quency sc~le, see description given in Appendix III. 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 
This chapter will be structured in terms of the five hypo-
theses presented at the beginning of this work} Special attention 
will be given to interpret findings within the range of the avail-
able data primarily. As far as possible# due effort will be made 
to show its relation to other researches or theories# and if 
warranted, to provide some grounds for further hypotheses or 
studies. 
First HlEothesis: 
Relative Anticieations and Aseirations of Resgondents 
The first hypothesis states that both the delinquents and 
the matched non-delinquents aspire to and anticipate higher ooou-
pations than the one held by their fathers or breadwinners. The 
testing of this hypothesis will require examination of the rela-
tionship between the following relevant variables: (1) oocupatio 
of father or breadwinner; (2) ocoupational anticipation and (3) 
aspiration of sons for (4) both the delinquents and non-delin-
quents. The bi-racial and sooial olass oomposition of the sample 
lSee pages 4-5. 
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introduces two additional variables; consequently. a more perfect 
understanding of the present l~pothesis suggests their adequate 
consideration. 
Relative Occupational Anticipation 
Anticipation of n::;lin9,uents and Non-Delinquents 
The relative occupational anticipation expresses the dis-
tance (in scores) between stated occupational anticipation of a 
boy and the occupational status of the family head. Both the 
delinquents and non-delinquents seem to anticipate adult occupa-
tions that are, on the average, above the occupational level of 
their fathers or points of Origin. l However, examination of 
Table 6 1ndicates that w1thin this general pattern the relat1ve 
anticipat10n of del1nquents will not reach the 5~ level of s1gni-
ficance, i.e., their anticipated occupation is not signif1cantly 
different from that of their breadwinner or point of Or1g1n. l In 
contrast to th1s. non-del1nquents anticipate attain1ng signifi-
cantly higher occupat1ons than the one held by their father. In 
terms of frequency distr1bution, these relations seem to be corro 
borated. Table 7 reveals that while almost three of every four 
non-delinquents anticipate higher occupations than those of their 
fathers, slightly more than one of every four delinquents have 
lIn th1s research. the .05 level of confidence or smaller 
than this has been considered as significant (i.e •• if p = .05 or 
if p ~ .05). 
-Sample 
Del. 
Non.-
Del. 
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TABLE 6 
MEAN SCORE OP THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEAD AND THE 
OCCUPATIONAL ANTICIPATIONS OF DELINQUENTS 
AND NON-DELINQUENTS (TOTAL) 
Mean Scores (M) of the ( Differenoes between )ooupation of the Respondent's the Means 
! Head of Family Antioipations (IfF) (Ant) Signifi-
HF-Ant oanoe 
Na a ! and p M N M 
61 4.93 61 4.84 ! ~.O9 NSb 
70 4.91 70 -t- 1. 95 
aThe detailed analysis of findings inoludes only cases 
with complete responses, i.e., 61 delinquents and 70 non-delin-
quents. Respondents with negative occupational discrepancy scores 
and with ambiguous responses have been excluded from a detailed 
analysis of findings. Cf., footnote 2 on page 65. 
b t = 0.457; d.f. = 60; p ~ .05. 
c t : 8.454; d.f. = 69; p ~ .05. 
Legend 
Del •• Delinquents 
Non-Del •• Non-Delinquents 
NS : Not Significant 
S : Signifioant 
t : t score 
d.f. = Degree of freedom 
+ • Above the oocupational 
level of father 
III 
III 
I 
Sample 
Del. 
Non.-
Del. 
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TABLE 7 
RELATIVE ANTICIPATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL ANTICI~ATIbNS 
IN RELATION TO THE OCCUPATION OF THE 
FAMILY HEAD, BY PER CENT 
Per Cent of Respondents with R. Ant1c1pat1ons* 
Higher than Equal to Lower than r 
Famil~l Head Fam11y Head Family Head I N fa N '% N 
" 
N 
16 26.2 30 49.2 15 24.6 61 
52 74.2 1 9 12.9 9 12.9 70 
. . 
Total 
, 
100 
100 
I 
*The number and per cent of 1ncomplete, negat1ve, etc. I 
responses within each sample is as follows: (a) Among the de11n- i 
~uents" 11" i.e." 15.~'; of the total 72. Since there are on!y 2 I 
Higher" and 2 "Equal cases, even if they would be added to the I: 
delinquent sample given in the table, the pattern of d1str1but1on 
will not substantially change. (b) Among the non-delinquents, 2,1, 
i.e." 2.~ of the total 12. Again, th1s w1ll nof change the 
already estab11shed pattern in any important way because there is 
only 1 ttH1gher" and 1 "Equal" case altogether. 
the same anticipation. Almost Italf of the delinquents expect to 
remain at the fatherts level and" surprisingly, almost 25 per cent 
of them expect to end up lower than the occupational level of 
their fathers. Beyond the two-dimensional measure of delinquents 
and non-delinquents, Bome additional inSights may be gained by 
examining the same relations as distributed among the various 
races and social classes. 
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Anticipation of Respondents b~ Race 
According to Table 8, Negro delinquents hope to obtain 
occupations above the level of their breadwinner, but not signi-
ficantly higher. White delinquents do not expect to remain even 
at the level of their father. In contrast to delinquents, non-
delinquents anticipate achieving occupations above the level of 
their family head. However, just as in the case of delinquents, 
Negro non-delinquents also manifest a greater departure from 
their level of origin than the white non-delinquent respondents. 
In terms of frequency of distribution, Table 9 reflects 
nearly the same attitude of respondents from a different angle. 
Both the delinquent and non-delinquent Negr'oes anticipate enter-
ing higher occupations than the one held by their fathers in a 
much greater proportion than white respondents--whether delin-
quent or non-delinquent. More than half of the white delinquents 
expect to remain at the level of the fathers; this ratio is some-
what lower for Negro delinquents. Also, more tnan one quarter of 
white delinquents do not anticipate achieving the occupational 
level of their fathers. 
~nticipations of Resgondents b¥ Race and Social Class 
Table 10 indicates that approx1mately five out of eight 
follow the pattern set forth by the hypothesis. W1th the excep-
tion of the Negro middle class and white delinquent middle class 
respondents, all other boys expect to attain occupations above 
i. 
! 
I 
, I 
I 
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TABLE 8 
MEAN SCORE OF THE OCCUPATION OF FA)lILY HEAD AND OF THE 
ANTICIPATIONS OF DELINQUENTS At~D 
NON-DELINQUENTS BY RACE 
Mean Scores (M) ot the Difference between 
the Means 
Occupation ot the Respondent's 
Sample Head of Family Anticipations Sign1t1-(HPJ (Ant) HP-Ant cance 
N II Ii M J and p 
ND 19 5.37 19 4.95 f +0.42 NBs ! I 
r 
lJD 42 4.74 J~2 4.79 I ' ! I -0.05 NSb 
NnonD 23 5.65 23 3.22 +2.43 Sc 
i 
WnonD 47 4.55 41 2.83 j .... 1.12 Sd 
ut = 1.363; d.t. = 18; p ~ .05. 
bt • 0.111; d.t. = 41; p ~ .05. 
ct • 5.918; d.f. • 22; p L .05. 
dt : 6.231,; d.r. = 46; p / .05. 
-
Lelend 
ND = Negro De11nquent 
WD • White Delinquent 
NoonD = Negro non-De11nquent 
WnonD : White non-Delinquent 
Sample 
ND 
WD 
NnonD 
WnonD 
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TABLE 9 
RELATIVE ANTICIPATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL ANtICIPATIONS 
IN RELATION TO THE OCCUPATION OF THE 
FAMILY HEADI BY RACE AND PER CENT 
Per Cent of Respondents w1th R. 
Higher than 
Fam11y Head 
N ~ 
7 36.8 
9 21.4 
19 82.6 
33 10.2 
Equal 
Family 
N 
8 
22 
1 
8 
to 
Head 
!i 
42.1 
52.4 
4.3 
17.0 
. 
Ant1cipations 
Lower II than 1 
Family Head i Total 
• 
N , N S' 
4 21.1 19 100.00 
11 26.2 42 100.00 
3 13.1 23 100.00 
6 12.8 47 100.00 
their family orig1ns. These d1fferences are significant 1n the 
case of non-delinquents. 
A more pervasive reversal in the hypothesized relations is 
the status of Negro middle class and white delinquent middle 
class. Table 10 1ndicates that tile Negro middle class samples do 
not expect occupations above those of their fathers. In factI 
Table 11 indicates that their expectations are below this level. 
However, the small number of respondents in this group counsels 
extreme caution w1th respect to th1s conclus1on. In cases of 
white m1ddle class delinquents l the deviation from the predicted 
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TABLE 10 
MEAN SCORE OF THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEAD AND OF THE 
ANTICIPATIONS OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS 
BY RACE AND CLASS 
Mean Scores (M) of the Differences between 
the Means 
Occupation of the Respondent's 
Sign1f1-Sample Head ot Family Anticipations (HlP) (Ant) HI'-Ant cance 
and p 
N M N M 
NDW 16 5.63 16 5.13 0.50 NSa 
WDLC 30 5.31 30 4.90 0.41 NSb 
NDMC 3 4.00 3 4.00 0.00 (Equal 
Meana)C 
WDMC 12 3.17 12 4.50 -1.33 ad 
NLC 20 6.05 20 3.25 2.80 Se 
WLC 35 5.20 35 3.23 1.91 Sf 
NMC 3 3.00 3 3.00 0.00 (Equal Means )g 
WHC 12 2.67 12 1.61 1.00 Sh 
at :: 1.826; d.t. = 15; p ~ .05. 
bt = 1.544; d.f. :: 29; p ~ .05. 
Ct :: 0.000; d.t. :: 2; Equal Means. 
dt :: 2.966; d.t. :: 11; p L .05. 
et :: 7.094; d.t. : 19; p L .05. 
tt 
• 5.128; d.f. • 34; p L. .05. 
gt = 0.000; d.f. - 2; Eona1 Means 
ht = 2.812; d.t. = 11i P L .05. 
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'fABLE 11 
RELATIVE ANTICIPATIONS: OCCUPATIOllAL ANTICIPATIOI-IS IN 
RELATION TO THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEAD~ 
BY RACE, CLASS~ AND PERCENT* 
Peroent of Respondents with R. Anticipations 
Higher Than Equal to Lower Than 
Sample Family Head Family Head Pamily Head Total 
N 
-
N !i N % N ~ 
NDLC 6 37.5 8 50.0 2 12.5 10 100 
WDLC 9 30.0 11 56.7 4 13.3 30 100 
NDMC 1 33.3 2 66.7 3 100 
WDMC 5 41.7 7 58.3 12 100 
NLC 18 gO.O 1 5.0 1 5.0 20 100 
WLC 24 68.6 1 20.0 4 11.4 35 100 
NMC 1 33.3 2 66.7 3 100 
WfvlC 9 75.0 1 8.3 2 16.7 12 100 
*The number and per cent of incomplete~ n:fative~ etc. 
responses within each sample is as follows: NDLC ~ i.e.~ 2~ of 
the total 20; it these incomplete cases would~added to the data 
of the table~ the "Higher" ~ategory would increase to ca. 41%~ and 
the "Equal" one decrease to ca. 47~J WDLC:6~ i.e.~ 16.7~ of the 
total 36; within these 1ncomplete grou~s there is an identical 
distribution between the "H1gher" and Equal" categories~ and so~ 
if added to the above~ it will not substantially change the al-
ready g1ven percentage; WDMC=l, i.e •• 7.7~ of the total 13J 1f 
this "Equal" cate~ory woura-be added to the above. it would in-
crease the "Equal to ca. 46~, and decrease the "Lower" one to ca. 
54~; WLC=l~ i.e.~ 2.~ of the total 36; the only "Higher" cate-
gory WIth1n the inoomplete (negative discrepancy case) group w111 
not change the above ~attern; WMC.l~ i.e., 7.1~ of the total 13; 
it prov1des only one Equal" caSte, if added to the above data, it 
will not substantially change the pattEH'n of d1stl'ibut1on. 
I,i 
.1 
I: 
I 
! 
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higher anticipation if; the most striking. None of th.em expresses 
upward occupational anticipations; according to Tables 10 and 11, 
their expectations fall b€low the father's level in most 
instances. In contrast, middle class non-delinquents voice sig-
nificantly higher anticipations; the 7~ who do so is significant 
above the ~ level ot probability. 
Relative Occupational Aspiration 
Asgiration of Deli~guents and Non-Delinquents 
The ~elative occupational aspiration expresses the dis-
tance (in scores) between stated occupational aspiration of a boy 
and the occupational status of the family head. Table 12 clearly 
indicates that ~oth the delinquents and non-delinquents asp1re to 
attain occupatione s1gn1ficantly above the level of their point 
of origin. For both samples, the difference is above the ~ level 
of" significance. Some additional information presented 1n 
Table 13, however, shows that while aln~st all non-delinquents 
express upward aspirations, this is true of only about half of the 
delinquents. Among the latter, 36.1~ do not aspire to occupations 
beyond their pOint of origin. Consl'dering the level ot signifi-
cance reported in Table 12, this part of the hspothes1s is 
accepted with the :t:estriations imposed upon by the d.eviations in 
frequency distribution reported in Table 13. 
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TABLE 12 
MEAN SCORE OP THE OCCUPATION OP FAMILY HEAD 
AND THE OCCUPATIONA~ ASPIRATIONS OF 
DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS 
(TOTAL) 
. . . 
-
r .... ~.-.. -"'"'-- . 
Mean Score (M) of the II D1fferences between 
- the Means Occupat1on of tl'J8 Respondent's Sample Head ot Fam11y Asp1rat1ons S1gn1J:"1 .. (HF) (Aspj !iF-Asp canoe 
and p 
N M N M 
Del. 61 4.93 61 3.15 +1.18 Sa 
- -
Non .. Sb Del. 70 4.91 70 1.61 +3.24 
, ........ 
8t=40338; d.f •• 60; p L .05. 
bt =15.669; d.t.- 69; p L. .05. 
TABLE 13 
RELATIVE ASPIRATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS IN RELATION 
TO THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEADI BY PER CENT 
.. 
, 
Per Cent ot Respondents w1th R. Asp1rations 
H1gh€: l' than Equal to I Lower than II Sample Fam11y Head Family Head I Family Head Total N ~ N ~ ,,' ~ ji N ~ ., i 
I 
Del. 31 50.2 I 22 36.1 8 13.1 I 61 100.0 i I 
Non- ~ I' I ,I Del. 1 65 92.8 I 3 4.3 2 2.9 11 10 100.0 
Aspiration Respondents by Race 
Respondents of both races--de11nquents and non-de11n-
quents--appear to asp1re to s1gnif1cantly higher occupat1ons than 
those of their breadwinners. Table 14 reveals that Negro non-
delinquents reflect the highest des1re to rise above the occupa-
tional level of fathers. Tu\;;; uext highest aspir.at1on is shown 
by the white non-de11nquents and t.1e lowest by the white de11n-
quent respondents. 
TABLE 14 
MEAN SCORE OF THE OCCUPATION OF THE FAMILY HEAD AND OF THE 
ASPIRAT10NS OF DELDlQUEN"l'S AND NON'-DEl.INQUENTS BY RACE 
Mean Score (M) of the 
Occupat1on of the Respondent's 
Sample Head of Faldly Asp1rat1ons (HF) (ASp) 
N M N M 
_ ...
ND 19 5.37 19 3.58 
WD 42 4.74 42 3.83 
NnonD 23 5.65 23 1.65 
-
WnonD 47 4.55 47 1.68 I I 
--
at 
- 3.979; d.f. e 18; p L.. .05. 
bt e 2.712j d.t. e 41j p L .05. 
ct • 12.024; d.f. : 22j p L:. .05 • 
d t = 11.658; d.r. e 46; p L... .05. 
D1fferences between 
the Means 
Hli'-Asp 
+- 1.79 
+ 0.91 
~ 4.00 
-t 2.87 
S1gn1t1-
canoe 
and p 
Sd 
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In terms of frequency distr1bution, again, the Negro non-
de11nquents show the hlghest percentage of asp1rat1ons, and the 
wh1te non-de11nquents" agaln, Occupy the second hlgh rank. White 
de11nquents man1fest the lowest frequency of h1gher asp1rat1on; 
they fall below the Negro dellnquents and as Table 15 reveals it, 
more than 4~ asplre only to occupatlons equal to those of thelr 
fathers; a substantlal portion asp1re even below that/level. 
TABLE 15 
RELATIVE ASPIRATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS IN RELATION 
TO THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEAD, BY RACE AND PER CENT 
Per Cent of Respondents wlth R. As pl rations 
Sample Higher than Equal to Lower than Family Head Family Head Family Head '1'otal 
N 'f, H ~ N ~ N :I 
ND 13 68.4 5 26.3 1 5.3 19 100.0 
WD 18 42.9 17 40.5 7 16.7 42 100.0 
NnonD 22 95.7 1 4.3 23 100.0 
WnonD 43 91.5 3 6.4 1 2.1 47 100.0 
~sR1ration of Respondents by Race and Soclal Class 
AnalYSis of asplration level by socio-economlc status and 
race are found in Table 16 and reveals that, wlth the exceptlons 
of the Negro middle class and whlte dellnquent mlddle class, the 
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TABLE 16 
MEAN SCORE OF THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEAD 
AND OF THE ASPIRATIONS OF DELINQUENTS 
AND NON -DELINQUENTS BY 
RACE AND CLASS 
- l Mean Score (M) ot the II Ditference between I 
I Occupat1on of the Respondent's the Means t 
Sample I Head ot Family Asp1rat1ons I Sign1t1-
i (HF) (Asp) HJ'-Asp cancs 
N M N M and p I I 
NDLC 16 5.63 16 3.15 1.88 Sa 
WDLC 30 5.31 30 4.00 1.31 . sb 
NDMC 3 4.00 2 2.61 1.33 XSC 
WDMC 12 3.11 12 3.42 -0.25 NSd 
, 
NLC 20 6.05 20 1.60 4.45 Se 
WLC 35 5.20 , 35 1.89 I! 3.31 Sf' 
NMC 3 '3.00 3 2.00 I! 1.00 NSg 
WMC 12 2.67 12 1.08 II 1.59 Sh 
. I 
at ... 4.118; d. f • = 15; p ~05. 
-
bt - 3.371; d.t. = 29.; p .::::::::: 05. 
Ct • 0.156.; d.t. - 2; p ~.05. 
dt - 0.561.; d.t. • 11.; p ~05. 
, 
-
et = 19.927; d.f. = 19.; p ~.05. 
f-r 
v • 11.821.; d.f. = 34; p ~05. 
gt ... 1.000; d.f • = , 2j P :::::::::... 0 5 • .. 
ht ... 5.506; d.f. = 11; p ~05. 
-
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majority of the investigated samples aspire to significantly 
higher levels than the ones held by their family of orig1n. If 
the low f1gures for the Negro middle class boys are considered .. 
one notes that in Table 17 that, in spite of the lack of Signi-
ficance in the d1stribut1on shown in Table 16, two-thirds of 
these ind1viduals aspire beyond the1r level of origin. Similarly, 
as was the case w1th respect to relat1ve antic1pat1ons, white 
de11nquent middle class boys reflect the lowest aspirations, 1.e. 
the1r mean score 1s -0.25 below the occupational score of the1r 
father. Table 17 reveals that in the "Higher" column, most of 
the non-delinquents reflect h1gher goals than do the delinquents. 
With the except10n ot the Negro m1ddle class non-delinquents .. 
Negroes are more frequent in high aims than whites. This is true 
when one relates this comparison to the family of or1g1n of 
respondents. 
Rank-Order Comparison of Relative Occupational Goals 
The term relative occuEa~1onal goals is a collective 
express10n for both the relat1ve occupat10nal aspiration and 
anticipation. Table 18 highlights the extreme variance of the 
Negro boys in terms ot relat1ve occupational goals. They appear 
to be the most h1ghly mot1vated to raise above the level of their 
family origin. The comparable attitude of the white lower class 
boys who rank as the second highest after Negroes is also a 
significant reflection of interest 1n upward social mobility. 
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TABLE 17 
RELATIVE ASPIRATIONS: OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS IN RELATION 
TO THE OCCUPATION OF FAMILY HEADI BY RACE, CLASS I 
AND PER CENT* 
. 
.. .. 
Per Cent of Respondents with R. Aspirations 
. 
Higher than Equal to Lower than 
Sample Family Head Family Head Family Head Total 
N ~ N f/, N tf; N ,; 
NDLC 11 68 .. 8 5 31.2 16 100 
WDLC 15 50.0 12 40.0 3 10.0 i 30 100 
66.1 
I 
NDMC 2 1 33.31 3 100 
WDMC 3 25.0 5 41.4 4 33.31 12 100 
NLC 20 100.0 1120 : ~ 100 
WLC 33 94.2 1 2.9 1 2.9 P 35 100 
NMC 2 66.7 1 33.31: 3 100 
WMC 10 83.3 2 16.7 1112 100 
*The number and per cent of inoomplete, negative, etc. 
responses within each sample is the same as shown 1n the footnote 
of Table 11. Inspect10n of the related distr1but1on of scores 
with1n this oategory indioates that it would not substantially 
affe(!t the frequency pattern 111ustrated 1n the table. 
. 
The Negro middle class boys seem to occupy the lowest relat1ve 
aspirat10n rank. 1 R1vera reports the same f1nd1ng. 2 
lIn terms of upward mob111ty, th1s rank is only relat1ve: 
it reflects only one's mobi11ty asp1ration w1th reference to h1s 
fam11y or or1g1n. In absolute asp1rational terms, these ranks 
will differ--as it 1s apparent from the data of Table 16, where 
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TABLE 18 
RANK ORDER OF SAMPLES BY MEAN HELATIVE DISCREPANCY SCORES: 
RELATIVE ASPIRATIONS # RELATIVE ANTICIPATIONS .• 
RELATIVE GOAL DISCREPANCY 
The d1fference between relat1ve asp1rat1ons and anticipa-
tions 1s termed as relative d1screpanox. According to Rivera,l 
the high or low level of this score may be taken as an index of 
the white middle class non-dellnqu~nt;s show the t,lghest, and the 
Negro m1ddle class non-delinquents the lowest among all ~­
delinquents. 
2Rivera, oe. cit., p. 23. 
3~., PP. 23, 26. 
p 
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eersonal confidence in one's ability to achieve valued ends. If 
this interpretation is accepted, then the white middle class boys 
seem to reflect the highest, and the Negro lower class reflects 
the lowest level of confidence. 
Concluding Remarks 
Summing up the findings from th1s sect10n in the light of 
some of the prev10us works and theories, the follow1ng items 
deserve mention: 
1. Viewed 1n general and relative terms, our data reYeal 
thnt both the delinquents and matched non-de11nQuents manifest 
ant1cipat1ons and aspirat10ns to occupations above their level of 
origin. In this sense, the first hypothesis may be accepted and 
1 it is supported by several other theor1es or findings. 
2. Viewed 1n seec1f1c and relat1ve terms, 1.e., del1n-
quents and matched non-delinquents spec1fied according to race 
and social class, there are some dev1at1ons from the general 
prediction of the hypothes1s. 
a. The relative ant1c1pat1on of del1nquents 1s not 
-
sisnlf1cantlz h1gher than the1r p01nt of origin. Wlth the excep-
tion of the Negro middle class, only the non-delinquents manifest 
sign1f1cantl~ higher antic1pation than their family origin. 
lCf., Merton, 0E. cit., p. 171; Epps, oS. c1t., p. 64; 
Rivera, OPe cit., p. 2~; Empey, OPe clt., p. 70 • 
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b. White middle class delinquents reflect lower 
anticipation than the occupational level of their father. This 
remains the most striking departure from the hypothesis. 
c. The relative aspiration of Negro middle class and 
wllite delinquent middle class boys does not reach the level of 
significance. All other subgroups do. However, Negro middle 
class respondents still show consistently higher aspiration than 
the occupational level Or"f3~;"1.ers. For the striking low ambit10n 
level of the white delinquent middle class boys, the explanation 
given under number 2/b is offered. 
3. V1ewed in ~bsolute,terms, i.e., by comparing the 
occupational aspiration and anticipation of each subgroup to each 
other (and not to the occupational level of their father), most of 
our findings are supported by previous theories or researches. 
a. Compared to delinquents, the matched non-delin-
Q.uents anticipate and aspire to attain s1gnit'lcantly higher occu-
pations than their po1nt of origin. '1'1'.(1s seeIrJ.8 to be in agreement 
with other stUdies that have touched upon this point. l 
b. Middle class individuals have higher occupational 
goals than lower class persons. This find1ng is overwhelm1ngly 
supported by others. 
lef., Selden, OR. clt., pp. 224-25; Epps, 0E. cit., p. 65; 
Rivera, oQ. c~~., p. 2;: 
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c. Generally, Negro lower class respondents man1fest 
higher asp1rat10ns than the1r wh1te lower class peers. Th1s seems 
to be true on both the de11nquent and the matched non-delinquent 
level. l 
Second Hypothesis: 
Absolute Occupat10nal D1sc~~a~c~ 
The d1stance or difference (in scores) between absolute 
occupational aspirat10ns and antic1pations 1s termed as absolute 
occueat1onal d1screpanc~. Absolute occupat1onal aspiration is the 
distance (in scores) between the stated occupational aspiration of 
respondents of two different 30cial classes; in th,~ present study I 
the comparative distance between tl-i.e aspiration of r:1iddle and 
2 lOWel" clas6 bo;ys. Absolute occupational anticip~.t!on is the 
distance (1n scores) between the stated occupational anticipation 
of respondents of two d1fferent social classesj 1n the present 
study, the comparative d1stance between the antic1pation of middle 
and lower class boys.3 
The second lJ:Y2uthes.1s states that there is a greater and 
frequent discrepancy among de11nquents than among the matched 
I 
II 'I 
II 
I 
I I 
I 
lSupport to this finding is given by Rivera, 012. cit., 
PP. 2~-25j Gist and Bennett, 012. c11:,., pp. 40, 48; etc. :n is not I 
supported by Epps, op_ cit. I 
2Cf., Empey I tfSocial Class und O<;cupational Aspiration: I I 
A Compa:cison ot Absolute and Relative Measurement,U Am. Soc. Rev., 
XXI, No.6 (Dec., 1956), 704-5. 
3~~ 
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non-delinquents concerning the1r occupat10nal asp1rat10ns and 
anticipations. A complete and an object1ve analys1s of th1s hypo 
thesis and the soc1a1 composition of the 1nvest1gated samples 
will requ1re exam1nat1on of the relationsh1p among the follow1ng 
relevant var1ables: (1) absolute occupat10na1 asp1rat10n and 
(2) ant1c1pat1on; (3) the resultant d1screpancy; (4) de11nquents 
. . 1 
and the matched non-de11nquents; (5) race; and (6) class. A 
more perfect understand1ng of the present hypothes1s suggests 
the1r adequate cons1derat1on for analys1s. 
Occupat1onal D1screpancy of De11nquents 
and Non-De11nquents 
V1ewed 1n absolute terms, the data presented 1n Table 19 
do not support the pred1ct1ons advanced by the second hypothes1s. 
Although, 1nd1v1dually, each of these scores are sign1f1cantly 
below the ~ level of probab1l1ty, 1.e., the absolute aspirat10ns 
of both the de11nquents and non-delinquents are significantly 
higher than their antic1pations; nevertheless, the discrepancy 
score of delinquents is not h1sher, but lower than that of non-
delinquents. If the same relat10n 1s examined according to fre-
quency d1str1but10n, Table 20 reveals that, contrary to pred1c-
t10n, de11nquents man1fest a lower frequency of discrepancy 
lThe reason for analyzing the compared two groups 1s 
that they are composed of two d1fferent races, 1.e., wh1te and 
Negro, and soc1al classes, 1.e., m1ddle and lower class. 
-Sample 
Del. 
Non-
Del. 
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TABLE 19 
OCCUPATIONAL DISCREPANCY SCORES OF DELINQUENtS AND 
NON-DELDlQUEN'l'S : THE DIFPERDCE BETWEEN 
ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIOIAL ASPIRATIONS 
AND ANTICIPATIONS 
". 
Number Mean Score (M) 
ot ot 
Cases Asp1ration Antioipation 
61 3.75 4.84 
10 1.67 2.96 
at = 5.520; d.f.: 60; 
bt = 6.847; d.f. = 691 
__ a 
p 
, 
D1sore- Signifioanoe 
pancy ot 
Score Differenoe 
1.09 Sa 
1.29 Sb 
.. 
(1.e., 41.7% v •• 59.~) and a higher trequency ot ocoupational 
goal stability (1.e., 52.3 va. 40.3) than non-de11nquents. Con-
sequently, it the hypothes1. 1s applied to the.e two broad 
samples, i.e., de11nquents and non-de11nquents, 1t must be 
reJected. 1 
For the sake of oompletene •• , however. it must be noted 
,I 
,'il 
that the lower and les8 trequent disorepanoy of delinquents 18 I I' 
related to lower aspirationa and ant101pations than those of non-
de11nquents. Accord1ng to Table 19, a highet' sh1ft or downward 
lFor the evaluat10n and 1nterpretation of' f1ndings" see 
the forthcoming section: "Conclud1ng Remarks." 
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TABLE 20 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONAL GOAL DISCRE~ANClES: 
Sample 
q 
Del. * 
1, 
r 
Non-
Del. 
RELATION BETWEEN ASPIRATION AND ANTICIPATION, 
BY NUMBER AND PERCENT OF CASES 
, 
Number and Percent of Boys With Asp1rations 
Higher than Equal to Lower than 
Anticipation Anticipation Anticipation 
N ~ I N ~ N % 
I 27 41.5 34 52.3 4 6.2 I 
41 56.9 29 40.3 I 2 2.8 , 
Total 
N ~ 
65 100.0 
72 100.0 
*There were seven incomplete or Nno informat10n" cases in 
the delinquent sample. A careful inspect10n of their question-
naires reveals that most of these boys' fathers had a very low 
education, i.e., between 8th and 9th grade or below. Three of 
these were from NDLO and four from WDW. 
revision of occupational goals manifested by non-delinquents is 
based on subf'tantially higher aspirations and anticipations than 
those of delinquents. As Table 20 shows, 56.9% of non-delin-
quents vs. 41.5% of delinquents have aspirations above their 
anticipations. 
Ocoupational Discrepancy of Delinquents 
and Non-Delinquents, by Race 
Table 21 reveals that white non-delinquents have higher 
discrepancy scores than white delinquents, and that similarly, 
r 
:1' 
I, l'i'l· 
II" 
III 
II 
" 
I '·' 
II., !I 
" f 
---
Sample 
ND 
WD 
NnonD 
WnonD 
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TABLE 21 
OCCUPATIONAL DISCREPANCY SCORES OF RESPONDENTS, THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS AND ANTICIPATIONS, BY RACE 
. 
Number Mean Scores (M) Discre- S1gnificance 
of of pancy of 
Cases Aspiration Anticipat10n Score Difference 
I 
19 3.58 4.95 1.31 Sa 
42 3.83 4.79 0.96 Sb 
23 1.65 3.22 1.5'( SC 
47 1.68 2.83 1.15 Sd 
I 
at : 3.885j d.f. = 18; p ~.05. 
bt 
- 4.036j d.f. - 41; p ~.05. -
Ct = 4.219; d.f. • 22; p c~05. 
dt 
• 5.398; d. r . • 46j p ~O5. 
. m 
Negro non-delinquents have higher occupational d1screpancy scores 
than Negro delinquents; these d1screpancy score differences within 
each race appear to be quite low, 1.e., .19 1f WnonD is compared 
against WD, and .20 1f HnonD 1s compared against ND. In this 
aspect, the two races do not d1ffer 1mportantly. These d1scre-
panc1es are s1gn1f1cant below the .05 level of probab11lty, 1.e., 
both the non-<ielinquents and delInquents, whet11er wh1te or Negro, 
manIfest s1gnificantly h1gher occupat1onal aspirations than 
I 
iii 
I I 
I 
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anticipations. If the same relations are examined 1n the light of 
frequency d1stribution, then 1n general, t.he above r~sults w11l be 
corroborated accord1ng to Table 22. Doth v~h1te and Negl"o non-
delinquents w1l1 man1fest more frequent 1nc1dence of occupat1onal 
goal sh1fts--espec1ally downward reV1sions--l leading to more 
frequent occupational goal d1screpancies 1n the present study 
among non-delinquents than de11nquents. Conversely, both ~egro 
and white non-delinquents man1fest a lower percent of unchanged 
occupational goals than the delinquents of the correspond1ng 
races. These relat1ons, however, are less pronounced in the case 
of Negroes than whites. Between the two races, for both delin-
quents and non-dellnquents, Negroes show more frequent downward 
revisions than wh1tes. 
Occupational D1screpancy of De11nquents and Non-Delinquents, 
by Race and Class 
If the occupat10nal discrepancies are examined in more 
detail, i.e., according to soc1al class div1s10ns of the two 
races for both non-de11nquents and delinquents, then some depar-
tures trom the formerly consistent pattern!', w1ll emerge. 
lThe expressions of "downward revision" or "downward 
scaling" seem to be the most frequently used terms in sociolog1cal 
studies discuss1ng the change of occupational goals, i.e., the 
downward change from aspirat10n to ant1cipation. See 0E. c1t., by 
by Hol11ngshead, HYllian, Knupfer, Rivera, Keller, Zavalloni, Empey, 
Caro, etc. 
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TABLE 22 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONAL GOAL DISCREPANCIES: 
Sample 
UP 
WI) 
NnonD 
WnonD 
RELATION BETWEEN ASPIRATION AND ANTICIPATION# 
BY NUMBER# PERCENT. AND RACE 
Number and Percent of Bo~s with ASEirations 
Higher than Equal to Lower than 
Anticipation Anticipation Antioipation 
N 'f; N 
" 
N % N 
11 5"Q 8 It9·0 1 5.0 EO 
16 35.6 26 57.8 3 6.6 45 
14 60.9 9 39.1 23 
- -
27 55.1 20 40,8 2 4.1 49 
Total 
% 
100,99 
100.00 
100,00 
100.00 
Table 23 indioates that if raoe and sooial olass are held oons-
tant and delinquency is used for control, then the prediotion of 
the hypothesis is oonfirmed for both the white and Negro middle 
class, and rejected for both the white and Negro lower class, 
If, however, the data presented in Table 24 are examined 1n terml! 
of frequency d1stribution, then the hypothesis becomes confirmed 
only tor the Negro middle class, and rejeoted tor all other sub-
groups. This departure from the previously found consistencies 
of pattern relations, may be deemed less serious for Negro middlE 
classes because of their low number and because their discrepanc~ 
Score does not reaoh the required level of s:tgnit10ance. For 
the white 
---
Sample 
NDLC 
WDLC 
NDMC 
WDMC 
NLC 
WLC 
NlvIC 
WI'tlC 
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TABLE 23 
OCCUPATIONAL DISCREPANCY SCORES OF RESPONDEJrl'S: 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ABSOL~rE OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS AND ANTICIPATIO~~# BY RACE 
AND CLASS 
Number 
of 
Cases 
Mean Score (M) 
of 
Aspiration Anticipat10n 
Discre-
pancy 
Score 
Signif1ca.nce 
of 
D1fference 
16 
30 
3 
12 
20 
35 
3 
12 
at = 3.467; 
bt : 3.113; 
3.15 
4.00 
2.0'7 
3.42 
1.60 
1.89 
2.00 
1.08 
,1 f II: 15,-u. • 
d.f. II: 29; 
5.13 
4.90 
4.00 
4.50 
3.25 
3.23 
3.00 
1.67 
p ~05. 
p ~05. 
Ct = 1.512; d.f. = 2; p ~05. 
dt :: 2.600; d.f •• 11; p .:::::::::.05. 
et = 4.067; d. f. II: 19; P..c:::::::. 05. 
f t • 4.886; d.f.:: 34; p ~.05. 
gt = 1.000; d.f.: 2; 
h t = 3.924; d.f. I: 11; 
p ·~.05. 
p ~05. 
1.38 
0.90 
1.33 
1.08 
1.65 
1.34 
1.00 
0.59 
se 
I 
I . 
I 
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TABLE 24 
DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONAL GOAL DISCREPA}'~CIES: .RELATION 
BETWEEN ASPIl:tATION AND ANTICIPATION BY PEHCENT, 
CLASS, AND RACE 
... . ,. . -_ ... 
, Per Cent of Bo~s ,!gh Asp1rat1on 
Sample H1gher than Equal to Lower than Total 
Ant1c1pation Anticipation Anticipat10n 
N % N if; N rJ, N ~ 
NDLC 9 52.9 7 41.2 1 5.9 17 100.0 
\WLC 11 34.4 19 59.3 2 6.3 32 100.0 
NDNC i 2 66 7 1 33.3 3 100,,0 ," .. 
WDIVIC £:> :> 38.5 7 53.8 1 7.7 13 100.0 
NLC 13 65.0 7 35.0 20 100.0 
\AILe 'j I 20 55.6 15 41.7 1 2.7 36 100.0 
IJl'vlC 1 33.3 2 66.7 3 100.0 
WMC 7 53.8 5 38.5 1 7.7 13 100.0 
middle class, the contrad1ct1on of the two tables cannot be sat1s-
factor1ly settled, at least not on the bas1s of the two tables, 
and therefore, some further research would be needed w1th a 
greater number of respondents than the present one. It 1s 1mpor-
tant to not1ce that accord1ngto Table 23, w1th1n each race, 
middle claPR re~pondents reported higher occupational goals than 
the lower class boys; Lut., with Jche except10n of wh1te delinquent 
middle class, all other m1ddle class subgroups shew smaller 
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occupational downward rev1sions than the lower class. However, 
these rev1sions of lower class are related to lower ocoupat10nal 
amb1tion levels than those of middle olass. W1th the except10n 
of the wh1te non-de11nquent middle olass, Negroes show h1gher 
absolute occupat1onal asp1rations than wh1tes; but, w1th the 
except10n of the white de11nquent middle class, Negroes have lower 
anticipations than whites. 
Conclud1ng Remarks 
Summing up the findings from this section in the light of 
some of the previous works and theories, the following items 
deserve mention: 
1. f40st of the data reported 1n the var10us tables of 
this section do not lend support to the second hypothes1s, and 1n 
general, it must be rejected. 
at Contrary to the hypoth~slzed prediotion" data of 
the second hypothesis reveal that there 1s a greater and more 
frequent discrepancy among the matched non-delinquents than delin-
quents. Espe01ally, ~on-delinquents were found to d1splay more 
frequent downward revisions of their asp1rations than delinquents. 
Because these oocupational goal shifts or changes between the 
preferred and anticipated occupations result in measurable 
discrepanc1es, therefore, frequant changes of occupational 
i . 
I 
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e:;oal Hill obviously increase the frequency of' d1screpanc1es. l 
b. Conversely, ~l1ng~ents~ revealed less frequent 
goal discrepancies, a.nd lower di~Jcrepunc.y scores than non-
:2 delinquents in beneral. 
2. In general, ~E!5ro respondents were found to have 
greater discrepancies til,3.n Vlfli tes for botn Q81illquents and non-
delinquents. Compared to white respondents, a higher percentage 
of Negroes have reported ~spirations above the level of 
an'ciciPat10ns. 3 
3. If occupat1on~l discrepancies are analyzed according 
to social class of the two races for both non-delinquents and 
delinquents in terms of discrepancy soores, then the prediction of 
t ne (lypothes::"s is confirmed for both the white and Negro middle 
lAmOng the extremely scantily available works concerned 
with the occupational aspirations of both the delinquents and 
non-delinquents, those which support this f1nd1ng are: Maud M. 
tllerril, Problems of C.bild Delinguenc~ (New York: Houghton-
Mifflin, 1941'; Selden, of!. alt.; RIvera, Ope c1t. 
2 Studies under the above footnote support th1s finding 
also. In terms of maladjusted personality; which states that mal-
adjusted persons sll,ow lower discrepancy than the well adjusted 
ones:l some support is also given bJ' Gruen. Cf., E. W. Gruen, 
"Level of Aspiration in Relation to Personality Faators in Adol-
escents, II Child DeveloEment, XVI (194S), 181-88. 
3This f1nd1ng 1s supported by Gist and Bennett, "Aspira-
tions of Ne;;ro c.nd ~'lhite Students, II op. cit. J pp. 40-48; and 
Rivers, ~E. q1t. 
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clazs, and rejected for both Lhe wh1te and Negro lower class. 
However, if the occupat1onal goal sh1fts are analyzed 1n terms of 
frequency o.is t,rlbut:Lon u.nder tile S,J.me oS ubdivi;~; ions j then--w1 th the 
exception of the Negro m1ddle clas13 --"c11e hypothesis w111 be 
r'sjsctec for all thE: :;:,er:~1n1n6 subgroups. Tl~.is partial contt'ad1o-
':-;10n cannot be sat~lsi.'actorily cl.:1rified fro::,l tl:16 .. :vc..1lable data, 
and theref.)re, SO;il":! <:tddl Lional rer:ehrc'n concerning class and dis ... 
crepanc;y is suggested. Since the scantily available literature 
on t:11s matter' (i.e.) on tne relation of occupat1onal discrepancy 
to soc1al class, race, and de11nquency), and the present data 
about th~ frequency d1stributicl1 of occupat1onal downward sCi;i11ng 
seem generally to conf1rm each other,l 1t appears that there is 
some emp1r1cal ground to say that, contraI'Y to the hypothesis, 
.:;md w1 th the exception of the Negro nl1ddle cluss, there is a 
Ligher frequenoy of downwal'd sca11ng among the matohed (compar'-
able) olasses of non-delinquents tha.n de11nqLlonts for both wh1 te 
and Negro respondents. W1th the except10n of wh1te delinquent 
middle class J all oUler middle class subgroups reveal a smaller 
downward rev'1s1on of occupational goals at a ~1.1gher asp1:rational 
level than th1s 1s shown by lower class. 
4. It should be noted that tile discrepancy variable was 
an important part of the early experimental studies of aspirat10nj 
l~losest to tuls aspect as supportive trle following 
examples ma~' be mEntioned: llivera, DE- cit.; Stephenson, oe. c1!; 
Caro, ot'. cit. 
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it has a crucial role in the more recent and refined sociological 
studies of occupational ambitions. However, in the evaluation and 
interpretation of the nature and role of occupational discrepancy, 
there is a serious controversy among sCientists. l The data of the 
present study appear to favor those sociological findings and 
theories which maintain that (a) there is a greater occupational 
goal shift--especially downward scaling--among non-delinquents 
than delinquents; among Negroes than white persons; and among 
lower class individuals rather than middle class individuals; (b) 
a high discrepancy score is likely to be related to substantial 
downward revision of aSPirations;2 based on the findings and 
lOne school of theories contends that individuals tend to 
lower or raise futUre goals depending on their success or failure 
experiences with previous goals. Cf., Hoppe, OPe cit;., Based on 
this premise, Gould states: "It is whether the present is regard-
ed as a success or as a failure ••• that constitutes one's atti-
tude toward future ••• Satisfaction ••• means difference score 
will be low ••• Dissatisfaction ••• the difference score will be 
high. It See: Gould, OPe cit., p. 468. Contrary to this, Moulton 
states that individuals nign in fear of failure raise their aspir-
ation after failure and lower it after success. See: Moulton, 
or. cit., PP. 399-406. Gould also states that lower class shows 
h gner discrepancies than upper class. Caro's "balance theory" 
seems to reflect the most typical sociological interpretation of 
discrepancy: "Serious commitment to an occupational goal which is 
perceived as to be unattainable may be a source of , considerable 
frustration ••• to his aspirations." See: Caro, oe. cit. 
Together with many others, Rivera considers the discrepancy score 
as a measure of "personal confidence." See Rivera, DE. cit., p.26. 
2Cf., Stephenson, oe. cit.; Gould, oe. cit.; Rivera, 
oPe cit., etc. 
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1 interpretation of behavioral scientists, it is reasonable, i.e., 
logical to assume and we would argue that a discrepancy score may 
be taken as an index of confidence in relation to occupational 
goal shifts or downward scalings. 
Third Hyeothesis: 
Re~ation Between the Level of Educational Aspirations, 
Absolute Occupational Aspirations and Anticipations, 
and Discreeancy 
The term "Level of Educational ASPirations H2 is self-
explanatory, and it serves to measure the stated educational goals 
of respondents. All other variables related to this hypothesis 
have already been defined in earlier sections. 3 
The thi~d h~Eo~~esis is composed of two sub-hypotheses, 
which in turn are themselves subdivided into the following sub-
ordinated hypotheses: 
(1) It is hypothesized that, in general, (a) educational 
aspirations will be related more closely to occupational anticipa-
tions than occupational aspirations, and (b) this will be espec-
:rally true for the lower class respondents, the Negro respondents, 
and the delinquent respondents. 
lCf., Lewin, OPe cit.; Gould, oe. cit.; Rivera, OPe cit, 
etc. 
2por· the item measuring this variable, see the question-
naire item under code number 62, page 10, in Appendix IV. 
3See page 102. 
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(2) This means, therefore, that comparison between occu-
pational anticipations and aspirations will form the following 
pattern: (a) where both occupational aspirations and anticipa-
tions are low, educational aspiration will be low regardless of 
differences of class, race, or delinquency record; (b) where both 
occupational aspirations and antiCipations are ~i5~' there will b 
high educational aspiration but middle class wh te and non-delin-
quent respondents will be highet' than others; and (c) there will 
be an inverse relation between occupational discrepancy and edu-
cational aspiration, i.e., wilen occupation&l discrepancies 
increase, educational aspirations will decrease, or conversely, 
when'educational aspirations increase, occupatIonal discrepancies 
decrease. 
In this study, the term absolute occupational am~ition is 
a common expression for the individual terms of absolute occupa-
tional aspiration and anticipations. It is used sparingly and 
then onl~ for the sake of brevity. 
Educational Aspiration of Delinquents and Non-Delinquents 
in Relation to Absolute Occupational Ambition 
and Discrepancy 
First Part of the Hypothes~s: General Relations 
bet'ff!een Educational AS2iration and Occupational 
Ambition of Delinguent and Non-Delinguent 
Grou2s 
In general, the findings are consistent with the first 
part of the hypothesis (i.e., number l,a) in showing that educa-
tional aspirations are more closel~T correlated with occupational 
anticipations than aspirations. Predictably, Tables 25 and 26 
reveal that both the dp.linquents and non-delinquents of this 
study have an higher coefficient of correlation between their 
level of educational aspiration and occupational antiCipation 
Sample 
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TABLE 25 
~1E COEFFICIENT OF CORRELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF 
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AND OCCUPATIONAL 
ANTICIPATIONS 
N Coeff1c1ent of Correlation S1gnif1cance 
Delinquent 61 0...t...2065 
Non-Delin~uentiO 0.4183 
at = 4.551; d.f. = 59; 
bt = 3.801: d.f. = 68; 
• 
TABLE 26 
THE COEFFICIENT OF CORRELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF 
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AND OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS 
-
N Coeff1cient of Correlat1on 
_ .. T. 
Delinquent 61 0.4652 
Non-Delinquent 70 
d f • 59,· • • 
bt • 2.690; d.!.: 68; 
p L·05. 
P L,.05. 
Sign1ficance 
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than occupational aspiration. As hypothesized, delinquents show 
higher correlations between the variables of educational aspira-
tion and occupational anticipation than non-delinquents. The 
coefficient of correlation between these variables are .465 and 
.326 for delinquents and non-delinquents respectively, and as the 
data indicate, these correlations are statistically significant. 
Accordingly, this first part of the hypothesis with respect to 
delinquents and non-delinquents in general is accepted. 
Second Part of the H~gothesis: Specific Relations 
between Educational Asg~ration and Occupational 
Ambition and Discrepanc~ of Delinquent and 
Non-Delinquent Groups 
Positive Relations between Educational Aspiration 
and Occupational Ambition and Discrepancy of 
Delinquents and Non-Delinquents 
In an attempt to determine whether the level of absolute 
occupational ambition and discr'epancy are positively related to 
the level ot educational aspirations, the mean scores of educa-
tional aspirations under "No," "Slight," and "High" discrepancy 
categories for both the delinquents and non-delinquents and the 
level of occupational aspirations are reported in Table 27. Data 
presented of the current inquiry in this table are consistent wit 
the prediction of the second part (l.e., number 2, a, b) of the 
present hypothesis; separately, for both the delinquents and non-
delinquents of this study, educational aspirations are lower 
p 
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TABLE 27 
RELATION BETliEEN THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA), 
ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS, AND DISCREPANCY 
OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS* 
Level of 
Ocoupationa 
Sample Aspirations 
Del. 'I. h 
I 
Non- I Del. 
i 
"Hi~h .. 
(1) 
Del. 
Non-
Del. 
! II "Moderately 
High tf 
(2-3) 
BY MEAN SCORE 
LEA Under 
"No" 
DiSl~lP'Y 
N Mean 
2 19.0 
LEA Under 
"Slight It 
Discrep'y 
1l-2J 
N Mean 
5 18.0 
LEA Under 
"High" 
Dtscrep'Y 
l3 ... 61 ! 
N Mean l! N 
I 
8 14.81 15 
! 
16 18.2 14 16.9 10 15.6 i 40 
4 16.0 3 13.3 2 11.0 I 9 
I 
9 16.4 11 15.1 5 14.0 25 
Total 
Mean 
16.4 
13.8 
Del. !. 21 I tfModerately 12.8 7 12.7 28 12.1 
Non-
Del. 
i Low" 
.. (4-5) 
4 14.5 1 14.0 5 14.4 
-.--++-----....... -----+-----0+-----+;-----
Del. 
Non-
Del. 
Total 
7 
"Low" 
11.4 2 12.0 9 11.6 
(6-7) 
b3 25 1j1 
* X2 = 31.45; d.f.: 12; p ~05. (Significant) 
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where both occupational aspirations and anticipations are low, ane 
higher where both occupational aspirations and anticipations are 
-
high. In general, within this pattern, non-delinquents show 
higher educational aspirations than delinquents. 
However, there are some minor departures from this part 
of the hypothesis. Within the category of "High" occupational 
aspirations, delinquents show somewhat higher educational aspira-
tions than non-delinquents under the "No tf and "Slight II discrepanc;y 
categories. Nevertheless, Table 28 indicates that only a very 
low percentage of delinquents are included in tnese categories as 
compared with the considerably higher percentage of non-delin-
quents within the same categories. l What is of particular inter-
est here is the fact that the percentage of delinquents within 
the higher educational and occupational categories is lower than 
that ot non-delinquents, and conversely, delinquents have a con-
siderably higher representation within the lower educational and 
occupational categories than non-delinquents. 
Negative Relation between Educational Aspiration 
and Occupational Discrepancy of Delinquents 
and Non-Delinquents 
Regarding the last section of the present hypothesis 
(i.e., number 2, c), of immediate interest is the question whether 
lThese percentages are: 3.2% for delinquents vs. 22.~ of 
non-delinquents under the "No It discrepancy, and 8.2% for delin-
quents vs. 20% of non-delinquents under the "Slight t. discrepancy 
category. 
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TABLE 28 
r;,ELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRA1'IONS (LEA), 
ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS, AND DISCREPANCY 
OF DELINQUENTS Al-;V NON-D1£LINQUENTS,. BY PElt CEN'r 
. .. .... 
Level of 11 
Occupa- II LEA Under LEA Under LiA Unce!' loJon-
S&11ip1e t1ona1 .. "No" "S11ght" "High" iJel. 
Asp1ra- I D18crept~ l>iacrep 'y D1screp' :y .oc1. 
II tions I (0) (1-2) ! (3-0) t i 
I ~ I I , 
" 
~ N % N N , N N J l 
i ! Del. i 2 3.2 5 8.2 8 13.1~15 24.5 , 
"Hl1h It \ I Nu- (1 f 1 110 14.3 :1 Del. • 10 22.9 14 20.0 40 57 .~ 
" I 
-
! , i 
1. r "Moder- 4 0.5 ! 3 4.9 ! 2 3.3 '9 14. 'r ~ 
1\1()O-
jl atel~ i j\H1gh t ~ 
1. il (2-3) 9 12.9 \ 11 lS.7 ~ 5 7.1 25 35.<; , 
~ ; c 28 Del. !, "Moder- 21 34.4 7 11.5 4S.!:i ~Iateb , , 
.Non- i La ,," ii \If 
Del. ~: (4-5) !I 4 5.1 1 1.4 5 7. 
,:! 
" 
~ I' I 14.8 Del. , 1 11.5 ;2 3.3 Sf 
r r' 
, 
~ "Low n i! I 
N;"m- I I 
I 
II (6-1 ) j I , Del. Ii 
I 63 Total r 43 25 61 99.9 10 100 
*X2 .. 31.45.; (1. t"' • :: 12; p c::::::.. 05 (Slfnlflcant) 
-
I 
.1 
II 
I 
1:1 
,I 
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the d1screpancy between the asp1red and ant1c1pated occupat1on has 
any pos1t1veor negat1ve effect on the level of' educat10nal asp1r-
at1on. l Exam1nat1on of' the mean scores of' the level of' educa-
t10nal asp1rat1ons 1n Table 21 reveals that, as the level of' d1s-
crepancy 1ncreases from "No" to "S11ght" and "H1gh" categor1es, 
the mean scores of educat10nal asp1rat1ons decrease. Th1s 1s truE 
for both the del1nquents and non-de11nquents, w1th the except10n 
of' the IlLow" occupat1onal asp1ration oategory, where a certain 
degree of' reversal of' the hypothesized deorease of' eduoat1onal 
asp1rat10n takes plaoe. However, here again, only a very low 
(1.e., 3.3 per cent) of' the total number of' delinquents is repre-
sented under the "Slight" d1screpanoy oategory (See Table 28). 
S1noe th1s reversal 1s only an except10n and not a rule and 1t 1s 
based on a very low per oent, the hypothes1zed inverse relat10n 
between the level of educat10nal asp1rat1on and occupat1onal dis-
crepancy 1s accepted as generally val1d. 
Eduoat10nal Aspirat10n of' Respondents 1n Relat10n to 
Absolute Occupat1onal Amb1t1on by Race 
F1rst Part of the Hyp~thes1s: General Relat10ns 
~etween Eduoat1onal ASQ1rat1ons and Occugat1onal 
Amb1t1on by Race 
With the except10n of Negro del1nquents, the f'1nd1ngs of 
all other groups, 1.e., of the white delinquents, Negro and white 
lFor an add1t10nal d1scuss10n of th1s relat10n see analy-
s1s presented 1n the "Conclud1ng Remarks" sect10n of' the present 
hypothes1s. 
II 
I. 
I 
II 
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non-de11nquents seem to be consistent w1th the first part of the 
hypothes1s 1n showing that educat10nal asp1rat1ons are more 
closely correlated w1th occupat1onal antioipat1ons than asp1ra-
tions. These correlations are relatively low,; however, acoording 
to Tables 29 and 30, with the except10n of Negro respondents, the 
coeffic1ent of correlation between the measured var1ables of edu-
cational aspiration and oocupational aspiration and antioipation 
are statistioally significant and reveal positive relatione. As 
hypothes1zed and again with th~ exception of Negro delinquents, 
the coefficient of correlation between educational aspiration and 
occupational anticipat10n 1s higher than the correlat1on ooeffi-
cient between eduoational aspirat10n and ocoupational aspiration. 
These relationships, in general, are corroborated by the scatter 
or correlation diagrams presented in Figures 1-8. Again, with the I,! 
exception of Negro delinquents, the correlat1on diagrams whioh I 
illustrate the correlationship between the educational asp1ration 
and oocupational antic1pation are more indicat1ve of stra1ght l1ne 
(in oase of Negro non-delinquent rather than of curv1linear) pat-
tern relat10nships than the diagrams wh1ch show the correlations 
between the level of educational and oocupational aspirations 
wh1ch provide ev1dence of a larger scatter. 
In accord w1th the hypothes1s, the higher correlations 
between educat10nal asp1rations and occupat1onal anticipat10ns 
descr1bed above w1l1 be more character1st1c of del1nquents than 
non-de11nquents. As Tables 29 and 30 show and Pigures 1-4 
Sample 
ND 
WD . _. 
NND 
WND 
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TABLE 29 
THE COEFFICIENT OF CORRELATION BETWEEN OCCUPATIONAL 
ANTICIPATIONS AND THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS (LEA) BY RACE 
-
N Coefficient of Correlation Significancea 
-
19 0.3943 NS b 
42 0.5444 Sc 
-
23 0.3083 NSd 
47 0.4710 Se 
aBeginning with the present table, the level of signifi-
cance (p) of a correlation was directly established from a spe-
cial table of correlation coefficient that presented also the 
degrees of freedom and the p-values. See: William H. Beyer 
(e~), CRC Handbook of Tables for Probabilitl and Statistics 
(Cleveland: The CnemIcal RuSSer eo., 1966), pp. 2gS-99. 
b d.f. = 17; p~.05. 
cd.f. a 40; PL.. 05. 
dd.f. = 21; p~.05. 
ed.f. : 45; pL,. 05. 
illustrate, white delinquents reflect higher correlations than 
non-del1nquents. However, contrary to the hypotnesls, data 
S~1:)wn in Table 29 indicate that these correlations are lower for 
Negroes than for white respondents. As Table 30 reveals, Negro 
da11nquents show higher correlation between educational 
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aspirations and oCQupational aspirations than ant1cipations. 
TtleSe relut10ns are especially well-illustrated by Figures 1-8, 
where educational and occupat1onal asp1ratlons presented in 
Figure 8 demonstrate a better correlation pattern as compared to 
Figure 1 where th1s relat10n is less clear and it illustrates a 
higher degree of scatter than the former one. 
samplel 
ND 
WD I ! 
NND I i 
WND I I 
TABLE 30 
'!'HE COEPFICIEHT OF CORRELATION BETWEEN 'l'HE LEVEL 
OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION (LEA) AND 
OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIOHS 
I 
N Coefficient of Correlat1on Level of S1gniflcance 
19 + 0.5249 Sa 
42 "" 0.4425 Sb 
23 +- 0.2246 NSc 
41 t 0.3784 Sd 
ad.f. 
• 17; p ~05. 
bd.f. • 40; p ~05. 
cd.f. : 21; p ~.05. 
d :: 45; /--.05. d.f. p 
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Second .• Part of the H~pothes1s: Specific R~laticns 
between Educational Asp1r!tion ana Occupat1onal 
Amb1 t10n and D1screJ2anCU' by Race 
-
Posit1ve Relat10ns between Educat10nal Aspirat10n 
and Occupat1onal Ambition by Race 
In order to determine whether the level of educational 
aspiration is positively related to the simultaneous increase or 
decrease of both the level of occupational aspirations and anti-
cipat10ns by race, the mean scores of educational asp1rations 
under "No .. n "Blight," and "High" d1screpancy categor'ies are 
reported 1n terms of the two races and the level of occupational 
aspirat10ns for both the delinquents and non-delinquents in 
Table 31. The frequency distribution of the same relations is 
presented 1n Table 32. 
Data presented in Table 31 .. in general, are cons1stent 
w1th the predict10n of the hypothes1s (1.e q number 2 .. a,b). As 
the table reveals, for both the Negro and white respondents, edu-
cational asp1rations are lower where both the occupat1onal aspira 
tions and antic1pations are low .. and are h1gher where both 
occupational variables are h1gh. In most instances, white non-
delinquent respondents show higher educat10nal asp1rat1on than 
others. However, there are some except10ns to th1s pattern. 
These departures occur pr1marily in cases where data are related 
to a very low number of respondents. Thus the higher mean score 
of white delinquents over the wllite non-delinquents in the f1rst 
Iii I' 
I I 
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TABLE 31 
RELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA), 
ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS, AND DISCREPANCY 
OF RES PONDENTS' BY RACE 
AND MEAN 
Level of 
Occupa- LEA Under LEA Under LEA Under 
Sample tional "No" "Slight" "High" Total * 
Aspira- Diacrep'y Discre)t y Diacrep'y 
tions (0) (1-2 (3-6) 
N Mean N Mean N Mean N Mean 
ND 1 18.0 3 14.7 4 15.5 
WD "Hi,h tf 2 19.0 4 18.0 5 14.8 11 16.2 
NnonD (1 4 18.5 5 16.0 5 15.6 14 16.6 
WnonD 12 18.2 9 17.5 5 15.6 26 17.5 
ND 
"Moder- 2 20.0 2 14.0 1 14.0 5 15.5 WD 2 14.0 1 12.0 1 8.0 4 12.0 ately 
NnonD High" 3 16.0 2 15.0 2 14.0 7 15.1 
WnonD (2-3) 6 16.7 9 15.1 3 14.0 18 15.4 
ND 3 12.3 3 12.8 6 12.6 
WD "M.oder- 18 12.9 4 12.8 22 12.9 ate1y 
NnonD Low" 2 14.0 2 14.0 
WnonD (4-5) 2 15.0 1 14.0 3 14.7 
ND 3 12.0 1 12.0 4 12.0 
WD "Low" 4 11.0 1 12.0 5 11.2 
NnonD (6-7 ) 
WnonD 
Total 63 43 25 131 
*x2 = 41.38; d.f. == 26; P..c:::::::. 05. (Significant) 
p 
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upper left cell is attributed to the fact that less than 5 per 
cent of delinquents are represented in this "High" aspirational 
category as compared to the more than 25 per cent of white non-
delinquents. The same low representation appears in most of the 
cases where Negro respondents show higher educat10nal aspiration 
than white. 
It1s of particular interest to note that 1n two-th1rds 
of the cases when the level of occupat1onal asp1rat1on and d1s-
crepancy 1s held constant, the mean score of educat10nal asp1ra-
tion of the two races are equal or almost equal. Such cases are 
frequent 1n the "S11ght" and "H1gh" d1screpancy columns of 
Table 31 and are consp1cuously absent 1n the "No" d1screpancy 
column. 
In terms of frequency d1str1but1on, 1f for pre11m1nary 
purposes only the "Total" column 1s exam1ned 1n both Tables 31 
and 32, data 1n these tables show that cons1derably more than 
half of both the white and Negro non-de11nquent respondents 
report "H1gh" occupat10nal aspirations as compared to about one-
f1fth of wh1te and one-quarter of Negro de11nquents. As Table 31 
shows, white non-de11nquents have the h1ghest educat10nal asp1ra-
t10nal score, and Negro non-de11nquents the second h1ghest--both 
1n terms of total percentage and of total mean score. 
In contrast to non-de11nquent respondents, the greatest 
concentration of both the white and Negro de11nquents occurs 1n 
the "Moderately Low" occupational asp1rat1on category w1th a 
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TABLE 32 
RELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION (LEA) 
AND ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS AND DISCREPANCY, 
BY RACE AND PER CENT 
Level of ! ,I I LEA Unde X' I LEA Unde X' Occupa- I LEA UndeX' -Sample tional "No n "S11ght It ': "High f' Total AspiX'a. DiscX'ep 'y Disore)ty I DiS:X';)'y 
tiona (0) (1-2 (j-O 
N % N % N 1- N % 
ND 1 5.2 3 15.8 4 21.0 
WD "H1,h .. 2 4.7 4 9.5 5 11.9 11 26.1 
NnonD (1 4 17.4 5 21.8 5 21.8 14 61.0 
WnonD 12 25.6 9 19.1 5 10.6 26 55.3 
ND 
"IViod eX'- 2 10.5 2 10.5 1 5.2 5 26.2 
WD atel~ 2 4.7 1 2.4 1 2.4 4 9.5 
NnonD High 3 13.1 2 8.7 2 8.7 7 30.5 
WnonD (2-3) 6 12.8 9 19.1 3 6.4 18 38.3 , 
ND 
"Moder- 3 15.8 3 15.8 6 31.6 WD ately 18 43.0 4 9.5 22 52.5 
NnonD Low" .2 8.7 2 8.7 
WnonD (4-5) I 2 4.2 1 2.1 3 6.3 
ND I 3 15.8 1 5.2 4 21.0 I 
WD "Low" I 4 9.5 1 2.4 5 11.9 (6-7 ) ,I NnonD , j 
WnonD I ! 
Total : 63 48.0 43 32.9 25 19.1 131 100.0 
X2 : 4.38; d.f •• 26; p ~05. (Significant) 
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relat1vely low educat10nal asp1rat1on level; more than half of 
wh1te and more than one-third of Negro de11nquents belong to 
these relat1vely low educat10nal occupat1onal categor1es, and 
onlJi a fragment of both the wh1te and Negro non-de11nquent res-
pondents are reported 1n these rather low categories. In the 
lowest educat10nal and occupat1onal categor1es only de11nquents 
are found, where the lowest educat10nal asp1rat1on 1s reported by 
white de11nquents but the proport1on of Negroes 1n th1s low cate-
gory 1s almost tw1ce that of the wh1te de11nquents. 
For a more deta11ed analysis, the "No" discrepancy column 
of Tables 31 and 32 must be qo11ated and exam1ned; here we find 
the most character1stic ind1cat1ons of the degree of pos1t1ve 
correlation between the 1ncrease or decrease of the var1ables of 
occupat1onal asp1rat10ns and ant1cipat1ons and the correspond1ng 
change of the variable of educational asp1rat1ons. Table 31 
shows that if the variables of race and de11nquency are held 
constant, then the level of educat10nal asp1rat1ons shows cons1s-
tent 1ncrease w1th the level of occupational amb1t1ons. Table 32 
reveals that, in terms of percentages and relat1vely h1gh 
educat10nal asp1rat1ons, w:h1 te non-de11nquents represent the 
h1ghest proport1on w1th1n the "H1gh" occupat1onal asp1rat1on 
, 
category, and Negro non-de11nquents the next h1ghest; very few 
wh1te de11nquents and none of the Negro delinquents are found 1n 
th1s category. In the same column and under the "Moderately low" 
occupat1onal asp1rat1on category, wh1te de11nquents are most 
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heavily represented among all other groups 3nd with a relatively 
low educational aspiration level; within the same relat1vely low 
category, Negro delinquents represent the second highest ooncen-
tratlon with an even lower educational aspiration level than the 
wh1te delinquents. 
It may be ooncluded that the hypothesized positive pat-
tern relation between the level of occupational ambitions and 
educat3.onal aspirations seems to be consistent with the findings 
of this study, again in general. Exceptions occur mainly in 
cells oontaining extreme low frequencies. In several instanoes 
the educational aspirations of Negro respondents are higher than 
those of white respondents; however, because of the low number of 
Negro respondents, the inter-racial pattern relationships are not 
clear and dO not allow any final conclusion. Within the above 
described limitations, therefore, the hypothesized positive rela-
tions between the ocoupational and educational variables are 
accepted. 
Negative Relation between the Educational 
Aspiration and Occupational Disorepancy 
of Delinquents and Non-Delinquents 
by Race 
Regarding the last seotion of the present hypotheSis 
(i.e., Number 2, c) Which predicts a negative relation between 
the level of oooupational disorepancy and eduoational aspiration, 
a comparative examination of the mean soores of Table 31 and of 
the percentage distributions of Table 32 in terms of the three 
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discrepancy categor1es and wh1te and Negro del1nquent and non-
delinquent respondents reveal that, 1n general, as the level of 
occupational disorepancy inoreases from 0 to 6, i.e., from "No" 
to "Slight tf and "High" disorepancy categories I the mean scores or 
level of educational aspirations proportionately decrease. How-
ever, there are also some departures from these patterns. Inter-
estingly, most of these departures are related to vvh1te and Negro 
delinquents, and most of them occur in the lo\':er occupational 
aspiration categories with eith~r no change or even with 1ncrease 
instead of decrease in the level of educational aspiration; such 
reversals are based on low percentages. 
Educational Aspiration of Respondents in Relation to 
Absolute Occupational Amb1tion by Race and Class 
First Part qf the H~eothes1s: General Relat10ns 
between Educat10nal Asp1ration and Ocoupational 
Ambit10n by Race and Boo1~1 Class 
Data presented in Tables 33 and 34 reveal that the corre-
lated soc1al class groups ot the two raoes, taken separately tor 
delinquents and non-de11nquents, tor the most part do not tollow 
the higher correlations hypothes1zed to obta1n between education-
al aspiration and occupat10nal anticipat10~ as distingu1shed trom 
occupational asp1rat10n. Th1s relat1onsh1p holds only for the 
wh1te delinquent and matched non-de11nquent lower class, and the 
Negro lower class non-de11nquent respondents. If the variable of 
class and race are held constant, and 1f w1thin th1s context 
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TABLE 33 
'!'HE COEPJ'ICIENT OlP CORRELATION BE'l'WEEN '!'HE LEVEL 
OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AND 
OCCUPATIONAL ANTICIPATIONS 
BY 11.A CE AND CLASS 
-
. . . 
Sample N Coefficient of Correlation Significance 
NDLe 16 +O.2'{24 NSa 
.. 
WDLC 30 +0.5342 Sb 
NOMC 3 +0.5000 NSc 
WDMC 12 +0.6255 Sd 
NLC 20 +0.2516 NSe 
-
WLC 35 +0.3743 st 
NMC 3 +0.7559 NSg 
WMC 12 "0.5345 NSh 
* 
1. •• 
a d.f. = 14; p .::::::... 05 • 
b d.f. c 28; p ~.05. 
od.t. e 1; p ~.05. 
d d. f. I: 10; p L .. 05. 
ed.t. = 18; P ~.05. 
f 
d.f. c 32; p ..::::::::.: 0 5 • 
gd.f. - 1; p :::::::::.... 0 5 • 
-
hd.f. I: 10; p ~.05. 
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TABLE 34 
THE COEFFICIENT OF CORRELATION BETWEEN THE t.Ev.EL 
OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AND 
OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 
BY RACE AND CLASS 
.-- .. . .. . 
Sample N Coeffioient 01' Correlation Signifioanoe 
NDLC 16 +0.3911 Sa 
: 
WDLC 30 +0.4027 Sb 
," NBc NDMC !; 3 +0.9707 Ii 
WDMC 1\ <j 12 +0.6323 Sd 
- -
NLC 1 20 +0.0754 NSe I 
WLC 35 +0.2769 NSf 
NMC 3 ..,0.9449 sg 
WMC 12 +0.6030 Sh 
ad.f. = 14; P L·05. 
b d.f. = 28; p ~05. 
c 
- 1; ~.O5. d.f. 
- P 
d d. f. = 10; p ~05. 
ed.f. : 18; p ~.O5. 
r d.f. - ?3-
- ..) I p ~.O5. 
Sct.f. - 1; p ~;05. 
-
h· r c.. • = 10; p ~O5. 
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delinquents and non-delinquents are compared" then the correlation 
coefficients of Table 33 reveal that with the exception of the 
Negro middle class, delinquents show r~if,her correlation between 
educational asp1rat10n and occupational antic1pation than non-
delinquents. This aspect of the hypothesis 1s supported in terms 
of both race and social class variables. 
Second Part of the Hypothesis: Spec1f1c 
Relations between Educat10nal Asp1rat1ons 
and Occueat1onal A!l1bition and Discre2ancy 
by Race and Class 
H;y po L:i.esized Pesi ti ve I\;;;lat1ons between 
Ecucational Aspiration and Occupational 
A~bltion b~ Race and Class 
The first and second subordinated sections of the second 
part (i.e." number 2, a. b) of the present l1ypottlesis predict the 
existence of a positive association between the level of occupa-
tional anticipation a~d aspiration, and the level of educational 
aspiration. Since t~is proportionate increase of the two occupa-
tional ambition variables from low to high level is tile most 
char<lctaristically reflected by tne "No" discrepancy column of 
T<lbles 35 and 36, therefore the L'ypothesizeci posit1ve correlation 
bctw~en the three var1ables can be most accurately analyzed from 
the data of th1s colum.n. However" similar pattern relations may 
also be found in the ot;'_er hro columns. 
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TABLE 35 
RELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA), 
ABSOLUTE OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS, AND DISCREPAMCY, 
BY ~~ AND CLASS, D MEAN 
Level or LEA Under LEA Under LEA Under 
Occupa- "No" "S11ght" "H1gh" 
Sample t10nal D18crep'y D1.oreply DiSON]) ty~ Total 
Aap1ra- 1°l (1-2) (3-b) t10na 
N Mean N Mean N .Mean N Mean 
NDLC 3 14.7 3 14.7 
WDLe 1 20.0 3 19.3 3 14.0 7 1~.1 NDMC 1 18.0 1 1 .0 
WDMC 
"Hi,h" 1 18.0 1 14.0 2 16.0 4 16.0 NLC (1 3 18.0 5 16.0 4 15.0 12 16.2 WLC 7 17.4 3 17.4 5 15.6 15 16.7 
NNC 1 20.0 1 18.0 2 19.0 
WMC 5 19.0 6 17.6 11 18.4 
NDLC 2 20.0 2 14.0 4 16.0 
WDLC 
"Moder- 2 14.0 1 8.0 3 12.0 NDMC atel~ 1 14.0 1 14.0 WDMC High 1 12.0 1 12.0 
NLC (2-3) ~ 16.0 2 15.0 2 14.0 7 15.1 WLC 16.7 8 15.3 3 14.0 17 15.5 
NNC 0 
WMC 1 14.0 1 14.0 
NDLC 2 13.0 3 12.8 5 12.8 WDLC 
"Moder- 12 13.2 3 13.0 15 13.1 NDMC ately 1 11.0 1 11.0 WDMC Low" 6 12.3 1 12.0 7 12.3 
NLC (4-5) 1 14.0 1 14.0 WLC 2 15.0 1 14.0 3 14.7 
NNC 1 14.0 1 14.0 
WMC 0 
NDLC ~ 12.0 1 12.0 4 12.0 WDLC 11.0 1 12.0 5 11.2 NDMC 
"Low" 
0 WDMC 0 
NLC (6-7) 0 
WLC 0 
HMO 0 
WHC 0 
II" Ii I.', 
I 
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TABLE 36 
RELATION BETWEEN THE LEVEL OlP EDUOATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA), 
ABSOLU'l'E OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS I AND DISCREPANCY, 
BY RACE HID i LASS, AND P CE T 
1teveJ. 01" ~ Ul1der ~A unaer ~ unger 
Occupa- "No .. "Slight" "High" 
Sample tional I Discrep'y Discre).y D18cre)'Y Total 
Aspira- (0) (1-2 (3-6 
tiona If ~ If ,. N ,. N 
-NDLO ~ 18.7 1 18.~ WDLO I 1 3.3 3 10.0 10.0 23. 
NDMO "Hif" i 1 3a:~ 1 3~.3 WDMO (1 1 8.3 1 2 16.7 4 3 .3 
NLO 1 15.0 ~ 2S·0 4 20.0 12 60.0 WLa 20.0 .7 5 14.3 15 4g.0 
NMO .~ ~r:~ 1 33.3 2 6 .6 WMO 6 50.0 11 ~1.4 
NDLC 2 12.5 2 12.5 4 25.0 
WDLO 
"Moder- 2 6.1 1 3.3 3 10.0 
NDMO I 1 33.3 1 3g:~ WDMC atel~ 1 8.~ 1 NLC High g 15.0 2 10. 2 10.0 7 ~. WLC (2-3) 17.2 8 22.8 3 8.1 17 .7 
NMO 8.3 8.3 WMC 1 1 
NDLC 2 15:3 ~ 18·b 1~ ~.2 WDx.c "Moder- 112 10. .0 NDMO ately I 1 33.3 ~.3 WDMC Low" I 6 50.0 1 8.3 1 .3 NLO (4-5) I 1 5.0 1 5.0 WLC 2 5.7 1 2.9 3 8.6 
NMC 1 33.3 , 1 33.3 
WMO 
NDLO 3 18.1 1 6.3 4 25.0 
WDLC 4 13.3 1 3.3 5 16.6 
NOMO "Low" WDMO (6-7) 
NLC 
WLO 
NMO 
WMO 
Total 63 43 25 131 
I' 
I 
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As Table 35 reveals, the level of educational aspiration 
increases from low to :high as the level of the occupational 
variables increases from low to high level. This positive pat-
tern relation remains uno hanged even if the delinquent and non-
delinquent samples are subdivided in teru~ ot the two raoes and 
social classes. By holding the variables of delinquency and non-
delinquenoy, raoe and class constant, and by oomparing the educa-
tional aspiration scores given under the various levels of ooou-
pational ambition from low to high or oonversely, the predioted 
positive relations will emerge as tested faots of this study. 
Relation between the distributiol1 and mean of variables.-
For a more oomplete analysis, data ot Tables 35 and 36 should be 
collated and compared in terms ot both educational aspiration 
level and trequenoy distribution. It tor the purpose ot discus-
sion, the departures from the hypothesis are set aside, it may be 
observed that white non-delinquent middle class respondents ShOW 
the highest aspiration) more than 40 per cent report high eduoa-
tional aspirations in the first oell of the tables reporting the 
highest oooupational ambition levels. Within this highest cate-
gory, less than half as many white and Negro lower class non-
delinquents, and only a scattering of the white delinquents are 
included. In contrast to this, 50 per cent of the white delin-
quent middle class, and 40 per cent of the white delinquent 
lower class respondents ShOW a relatively low educational aspira-
tion level under the relatively low, i.e., "Moderately low" 
occupational aspiration category. If for a more crude type of 
measurement the scores under the "No" and "Slight" discrepancy 
categories are combined, most ot the white middle class non-
delinquent, almost one-third, of the white lower class non-delin-
quent, and I-lalf of tne Negro lower class non-delinquent respond-
ents will come under the highest educational and occupational 
categories, and only a very low proportion of mostly white delin-
quents will tall into the same high categories. In the lowest 
category, only lower class delinquents are reported. Within this 
context, Negro delinquent lower class respondents constitute the 
majority. 
Departures from the hypothesis occur mainly in instances 
where some groups are represented in a very low number. Thus, in 
face of the relatively low educational and occupational ambition 
pattern reflected by most of the delinquents, the 3.3 per cent 
case ot the white delinquent lower class, and the 12.5 per cent 
case ot the Negro delinquent lower class boys in reporting the 
highest educational aspiration among all others must be viewed no 
only as paradoxical, but also as a kind ot fantasy. The total 
number of the Negro respondents is not only low, but it is rather 
scattered in the various categories of the present analysis. In 
terms of high aspirational category, almost half ot them show 
high educat10nal asp1rat1ons, but these are represented in the 
"Slight" and "High" d1screpancy categories. 
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Negative Relat10ns between the Educational 
Aspiration and Ocoupational Disorepanoy 
of Respondents by Raoe 
Data of Tables 33 and 34 reveal that, 1n general, there 
1s an inverse relation between the level of occupational d1scre-
pancy and of educat10nal aspirations. Essentially, these findings 
oorrespond to the prediction of the hypothesis. It appears that 
the proportionate decrease of eduoational asp1ration levels as thE 
oocupational discrepancy levels inorease from 0 to 6 perSists ever 
if the original sample is subdivided in terms of ra01al and socia~ 
olass categories. As oompared to others, the negative associatior 
shown under the "High" oooupational aspiration oategory seems to 
f1t the hypothesized inverse relation most closely. Departures 
oocur, again, when there is only a low percentage given under a 
specific category. ThUS, less than 17 per cent of the white 
middle class delinquents in the "H1gh" discrepancy and occupa-
tional aspiration oategory, and less than 10 combined per cent of 
the white and Negro lower class delinquents under the "S11ght" 
discrepancy and "Low" occupational aspiration category manifest a 
reversal of the negative pattern relationsh1p SHown by most of 
the respondents of both raoes and social classes. 
In general, in the h1gher occupational asp1ration cate-
gor1es, the lower class delinquents of wh1te and Negro respond-
ents seem to reflect the greatest downward revis10n of occupa-
tional aspirat10ns 1n terms ot occupational discrepancy levels; 
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but in the lower occupational aspiration categories this downward 
revision by lower clas8 delinquents is low. They seem to antioi-
pate neither too much. nor to aspire too high. 
If the present analysis is further advanced, and res-
pondents are dichotomized into two oategories in terms of their 
oooupational aspirations, i.e., roughly into white oollar, which 
1n this study may correspond to oooupational aspirations scoring 
between 1 and 3, and into manual or blue oollar workers, which 
may correspond to ncoupat1onal aspirations scoring between 4 and 
7 on Tables 35 and 36, while over 92 per oent of all non-delin-
quents show eduoational goal shifts at a considerably higher 
level, in the same time over 60 per cent of delinquents manifest 
these educational goal shifts at a considerably lower level of 
ocoupational aspiration categories within the context of dicho-
tomy. These crude measurements of aspirational differences only 
further emphasize the necessity ot studying occupational and 
educational ambitions in terms of more and more refined social 
categories or meaningful levels. 
Concluding Remarks 
The third hypothesis examines the differentiations occur-
ring in the level ot educational aspirations in terms of their 
relatedness to the levelS of oocupational aspiration, anticipa-
tion, and of discrepancy. These relations ar'e examined by 
establishing tour hierarchical categories, i.e., "High" (1), 
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"Moderately H1gh" (2-3), "Moderately Low" (4-5), and "Low" (6-7) 
categor1es for the level of occuestional aspirations, as well as, 
three categor1es, 1.e., "No" (0), "Slight" (1-2), and "Higl-!" (3-6 
categor1es for the level of occupational discrepancies. ~le 
level of educational asp1rat1ons, then, are examined in the 
intersection ot these categories. Summarizin~ the findil~s ot 
the present hypothes1s in the light ot the few available or 
d1rectly applicable works and theor1es that exist, 'lihe following 
items deserve mention: 
1. In general, our data reveal that educational aspira-
tions are more closely related to and show hi~ler correlations 
w1th occupational anticieations than occupational aspirations. 
This is more true tor delinquents than for non-delinquents if 
individuals are dichotomized only in terms of these two variable 
However, if turther subd1vision ot the same two groups i8 intro-
duced 1n terms ot race and social clas8, some departures trom 
th1s general pattern relationship is apparent. 
a) In terms ot racial breakdown, wldle Negro delin-
quents ShOW higher correlation than Negro non-d~llnquents between 
occupational antic1pation and educatlonal aspiration, this corre-
lation is lower than that between the level of occupational 
aseirat10n and educational aspiration of NegI'o delinquents. 
White delinquents tollow the general pattern repol'ted above; 
their educational aspirations are more closely related to occupa 
tional antic1pat1ons than occupat1onal aspirations, and these 
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correlations are higher than those of white non-delinquents. 
b) In terms of both racial and social class break-
down, both the white and Negro delinquent lower class and the 
wnite delinquent middle class individuals show the hypothes1zed 
higher correlation between their occupational anticipation and 
educat10nal aspiration than that obtained t'or the non-delinquent 
respondents 01' the corresponding race and class. However, among 
the compared subgroups only the white delinquent lower class 
respondents to110w the hypothesized general pattern in showing 
conSistently higher correlation between their educational aspira-
tions and occupational anticipations than between educational and 
occupational aspirations. 
2. In general, the hypothesized positive association 
between the parallel increase ot the level ot' occupational aspir-
ations and anticipations, and between the level ot' educational 
aspirations seem to be supported by the data ot our t'ind1ngs. 
This positive pattern relationship can conveniently be illustra-
ted it the increase 01' the level ot' educationa.l aspirations (LEA) 
1s s1multaneous1y exam1ned under each occupat10na1 aspiration 
category from "Low" tona1gh," under each discrepancy category 
from "No" (0) to "High" (3-6). Whether this positive pattern 
relat10nsh1p 1s examined only tor delinquents and non-delinquents 
or in terms at racial and social class breakdown tor both the 
delinquents and the non-del1nquents, our findings reveal that the 
level ot educational asp1rations 1s the lowest 1n the "Low" 
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occupat1onal asp1rat1on category, and increasingly higher in the 
subsequent higher categories, and the highest in the "High" 
occupational aspiration category for each discrepancy category. 
Within these positive associations between the level of occupa-
tional ambitions and of educational aspirations, non-delinquents 
in general, and m1ddle class white and non-delinquent respondents 
1n particular, show higher educational aspirations than others. 
However, as the analysis progresses from the dichotomy of delin-
quent and non-delinquent groups toward racial and social class 
subdivisions, and as the size of the scrutinized groups decrease, 
then relatively frequent departures from the general pattern 
relationships are apparent. 
a) In terms of racial analysis, both Negro delin-
quents and non-delinquents show at least as high or higher educa 
tional aspirations than white respondents. This is particularly 
characteristic in the higher oooupational categories, and are 
based on low percentages. 
b) In terms of both racial and social class subdivi-
Sions, in the "High" occupational aspiration categories, a very 
low percentage of white lower class delinquents show higher 
educational aspirations than others; in the higher two occupa-
tional aspiration categories, both Negro delinquents and non-
delinquents often reflect as nigh or higher aspirations than 
white respondents of identical social class position. In 
\i 
II I, 
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general. Wili te midQle class delinquents show loweI' educational 
aspirations than others. 
3. The data reveal that there is a negative relation 
between the level of oocupational discrepancy and of educational 
aspirations. As the level of disct'epancy increases from "No II (0) 
to "High" (3-6) category. the level ot educational aspirations 
show a consistent decrease. This negative pattern relationship 
persists whether the analysis is made only for the dichotomized 
groups of delinquents and non-delinquents, or tor the1r subdivi-
sions in terms of race and soc1al class. There are only a few 
departures fron, this pattern relationsflip between the level of 
aspirations and of occupational discrepancy. 
a) In terms of racial subdivision of delinquents and 
non-delinquents. white and Negro del1nquents in tne lower occupa-
tional aspiration categories show either increase instead of 
decrease or no change in tlie level of educational aspiration at 
all as the level of discrepancy inoreases. 
b) In terms of both raoial and social class subdivi-
sions, white middle class delinquents show inorease of educa-
tional aspiration instead of decrease in the "High" occupational 
categor~. and white lower class delinquents 1n the "Low" 
occupational aspiration category. 
The literature tbat has some limited application to the 
types of comparisons presented in this part of our research 
appears to support these findings. Among these. 
-152-
EPpsl found that sign1ficantly nlOre non-de11nquents or low delin-
quency scale type individuals aspire to higher education than 
tr10se of de11nquency scale type persons. Rivera2 finds also that 
academic success is related to lesser de11nquency. Car03 reports 
that there is a signif1cant relationsnip between the "s1ze of 
dispar1ty,," i.e., occupational discrepancy and an individual's 
social class background. He states that the size of occupational 
discrepancy is a reflection of a person's perception of access 
limitations to desired or aspired high level occupations and of 
his reality-based anticipations. He also tinds that the size of 
occupational discrepancy is s1gnificantly and negativell related 
to both the level of occupat1onal and of educat10nal aspira-
tions. 4 Indiv1duals 1n the low discrepancy category show higher 
-
asp1rations or academic aptitude than those in tne h1gh discre-
pancy category. Altllough his study 1nvolves only non-delinquents, 
his f1nd1ngs appear to be reasonably applicable to the present 
study. Very close to our findings is HOllowaY's5 evidence that: 
lEPPS, Ope Cit., pp. 70-71. 
2R1vera" OPe cit., pp. SO-51. 
3Caro" OPe cit., p. 468. 
4 ~., Pp. 469-473. 
~olloway, Ope c1t. 
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••• where the obstacles 'to achievement are 
greatest (i.e~, Negroes generally and whites of 
the lower status rank) low occupational aspira-
tions and the loweri~ of both educational and 
occupational aspIratons in the form of plans 
occur, a pattern that suggests the scal1ng:aown 
of achievement motivit1on in the face of 
perceived obstacles. 
Although this study" too, is related only to non-delinquents, it 
is reasonable to assume that participation in a delinquent sub-
culture presents further obstacles to both educational and occu-
pational achievement; within the enhanced IfJarginality status of 
delinquency, perception of obstacles to desired high occupations 
and to aspired education increases the distance between aspira-
tions and anticipations which defines the size of discrepancy; 
thus, stUdies conducted on non-delinquents may have some bearing 
upon delinquents, too, if the differences are kept in mind. 
IHolloway, o~. cit., pp. 63-64. Also: In this work 
Cf., Pages 7-19, 22- 5, 45-63. Taking theconcepts of chis para-
t;;raph as premises for the last section of the pre::>Bnt hypothesiS, 
and considering the fact that occupational discrepancy is a 
resultant variable of two other com,eonent variat;les, i.e., of 
occupatIonal aspiration and anticIpation, it lliibht be logically 
expected that those respondents who show hibh occupational aspir-
ations and possess a reality-based perception of access limita-
tions to the desired occupation or opportunitj, first, these 
individuals will reflect an high occupational discrepancy, and 
second, they will manifest a I-eali ty-based compl'om1se wi ttl tHeir 
aspiration by anticipating lower occupation than the level of the 
aspired occupation. Conversely, those who do not perceive such 
barriers or access limitations to the aspired occupation, will 
not show any difference tetween level (;1' occllpational aspiration 
and antiCipation, and therefore will prodUCe a "No" discrepancy 
score. 
'I: I,' 
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It may be concluded that, in general" the third tlYPO-
thesis is acceptable. Admitting that there are some limited 
departures from its predictions" the findings of both the pre-
vious studies and of the present researcn seem to concur in 
essential aspects. In general" high occupational ambitions are 
positively associated with high educational aspirations; member-
ship in racial minority has a more negative effect on occupa-
tional anticipations than aspirations" therefore" a larger per 
cent of Negroes appear in occupational discrepancy categories 
above zero than whites. Membership in delinquent subculture 
negatively atfects both the occupational ambitions and educa-
tional aspirations. There is an inverse or negative relation 
between the size of occupational discrepancy and the level ot 
educational aspirations. 
Fourth gypothesis: 
Relations between the Level of Educational Aspirations, 
Delinquency, and Social Class 
The present hypothesis attempts to investigate the prob-
lem whether the level of educational aspirations (LEA) of delin-
quents is lower that that of non-delinquents if their class level 
is held constant. For supplementary purposes" an additional 
check is made to determine whether the educational goals of 
college or university education are actualized by the degree ot 
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intention or level of interest in bigher educationl (LIHE), which 
is a variable relating to the respondent's degree of interest in 
2 going to a college or a university. 
The fourth hypothesis states that the educational aspira-
tion of delinquents is lower than that of non-delinquents if the 
class level of these two different groups is held constant and 
compared within each race. Parallel with this hypothesis and 
only for auxiliary reasons, it is also hypothesized that the edu-
cational interest (in going to college) expressed by delinquents 
will be lower than that ot non-delinquents it their class level 
is held constant and compared within each race. Because ot its 
auxiliary nature, the analysis ot the level of educational inter-
est in higher education will closely tollow the findings related 
to the level ot educational aspirations. 
lThe term "Level of Interest in Higher Education" (LIRE) 
has been devised instead of "degree of intention" to go to col-
lege or university in order to tollow the wording pattern estab-
lished for the "Level of Educational Aspirat~ontt (LEA) as closely 
as possible. This torm corresponds better to the usage applied 
by WaldO COP. cit.), i.e ... the original source ot this term. 
When the use 0/ the term Level ot Interest in Higher Education" 
in its complete torm is unnecessary or redundant, only the word 
"interest" or "level ot interest" will be applied. 
2 For a detailed discussion of ttlis variable (LlHE), see 
pages 77-78. 
p 
Educat10nal Asp1rat1on and Interest of Del1nquent 
and Non-De11nquent Groups 
9omear1son of the Mean of Educat10nal 
Asp1rat1ons of Resgondents 
!:l; De11nquency 
The data of Table 31 1nd1cate that non-del1nquents have 
a h1gher level of educat1ona1 asp1rations than de11nquents l and 
that th1s difference is stat1stically significant at the 1 per 
cent level of conf1dence. The mean scores 1nc1ude aspirat10nal 
levels both at and below the 1~ve1 of college or un1vers1ty 
-
educat1on. 
TABLE 37 
MEAN SCORE OF LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) 
OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS 
Mean D1fference S1gnificance 
Sample Number Score of of Mean Score 
of LEA Mean Scores D1fferences 
Non-De11nquents 
(NonD) 70 15.9 
Del1nquents (D) 61 13.6 
D1fferenoe: 
(NonD-D) 2.J Sa 
at = 5.529; d.r. ;: 129; p ~.O5. 
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~lation between the Mean and Frequenc.;l 
Distribution of Educational Aseirations 
-of' Reseondents by Delinquency 
The data 1n Table 38 clearly indicate that if the res-
pondents are again dichotomized into delinquents and non-delin-
quents, as in the case of the mean scores, there is a negative 
association between the level of educational aspirations and de-
linquency. While more than 68 per cent of non-delinquents aspire 
to complet1ng a college education, only about 26 per cent of 
de11nquents do so. Conversely, only 5.7 per cent of non-delin-
quents want to end their education at high school graduation or 
less, while more than 52 per cent of delinquents wish to do so. 
Thus, the significantly higher mean score level of aspirations 
shown by non-delinquents than delinquents is corroborated by the 
frequency distribution of asp1rat1onal levels presented in 
Table 38. 
£omEarison of the Mea~ of H1ghe~ Educat10nal 
Interest of Respondents b¥ Deliniuency 
The data of Table 39 show de11nquency to be negat1vely 
associated w1th respondents' edUcational 1nterest 1n g01ng to 
college or un1vers1ty. Non-del1nquents show s1gn1f1cantly h1gher 
level of mot1vation 1n g01ng to college or university than do 
delinquents. This seems to provide evidence to support tbe f1nd-
ings of Table 38 by showing that the higher educat10nal 
• 
TABLE 38 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AMONG NON-DELINQUENTS 
AND DELINQUENTS 
; : i; : , ! College I iHigh School! High School Few Years of 
Sample 
I Drop-out Graduate COlle~e i (8-11l (12) (14 ) Graduate i (16-20) I 
High LEA I Total 
Non-
Del.'s 
! Low LEA Above Low I Below High 
LEA LEA 
I , 
i N ~ N ~ IN ~ I N ~ ! N 
4 5.1 18 ! 25.7 48 68.6 10 
; 
Del.·s i 8 13.1 24 39.3 I 13 21.3 1 20.3 6 r 11 61 
TABLE 39 
MEAN SCORE OF THE LhVEL OF INTEREST IN HIGHER EDUCATION (LIHE) OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS 
100.0 
100.0 
Mean Difference Significance 
of of Mean Score 
Sample Number' Score Mean Scores Differences 
Non-Delinquents 
(NonD) 66 7.41 
Delinquents (D) 29 5.03 
Difference: 
NonD-D 2.38 Sa 
at = 4.103; d.f •• 93; p ~05. 
pSI 
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aspirat10n level on the part of college oriented non-de11nquents 
1s paralleled by a h1gher degree of educational 1nterest 1n g01ng 
to college as well. 
Relat10n between the Mean and Frequency; 
D1stribution of H1gher Educational 
Interest of Respondents 
b:, Delinquenc~ 
Table 40 shows the variable of delinquency to be nega-
t1vely associated with the respondents' level of educat10nal in-
terest in going to college or un1versity. 
TABLE 40 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF THE LOW, MEDIUM, AND HIGH LEVEL OF 
INTEREST IN HIGHER EDUCATION (LIRE) AMONG RESPONDENTS WITH 
COLLEGE ASPIRATIONS BY DELINQUENCY 
Sample 
Low LIHE 
(0-3) 
N 
" Non-Del. 9 12.8 
Del. 4') ~ 70.5 
71 D1fference 
-57·7 
Number and Percent of Total 
Medium LnIE High LIHE N % 
N 
20 
10 
(4-7) (8-9) 
f; N ~ 
28.6 41 58.6 70 100.0 
16.4 8 13.1 61 100.0 
+12.2 ..j.. 45.5 I 
Legend 
- = De11nquents 1n majority 
15y per cent 
+ • Non-de11nguents 1n maJor1ty 
oy per cent 
p 
-160. 
WL.ile more than 70 per cent of delinquents reflect low 
-
educational interest, only less than 13 per cent of non-delin-
quents do so; and conversely, while more than 58 per cent of non-
delinquents express high educat10nal 1nterest, only about 13 per 
cent of de11nquents do. Thus the frequency d1stribut10n data 
provide st111 further support to the above f1nd1ngs that the 
greater percentage of non-de11nquents who show h1gher educat10nal 
asp1rat10ns than de11nquents also have h1gher educat10nal 1nter-
~ 1n g01ng to college than del1nquents. 
Educat10nal Asp1rat1on and Interest of De11nquents 
and Non-Del1nquents by Holding Race Constant 
Comear1son of the Mean of Educational 
Aspirat10ns of Respondents Hold1ng 
the Var1able of Race Constant 
Table 41 reveals that w1th1n both races non-delinquents 
have s1gnificantly higher educat10nal asp1rations than 1s true 
for delinquents of the same l'ace. If the var1able ot delinquency 
is held constant and the scores ot the two races compared, Negro 
respondents score somewhat higher than white. These differences, 
however, are not stat1st1cally s1gn1ficant. 
Relat10n between the Mean and Frequenc~ 
D1str1but10n of Educational Aspirat10n 
of Respondents Hold1n~ Race Constant 
Table 42 shows that w1th1n both races delinquency 1s 
negat1vely, and non-delinquency 1s posit1velJ. assoc1ated with 
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TABLE 41 
MEAN SCORE OF LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) 
OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS BY RACE 
I Mean Differenoe S1gn1f1oanoe i , Score of Sample Number I 
of of Mean Score 
I LEA Mean Scores D1fferenoes 
Negro Non-De11n- I 
quents (NnonD) 23 16.1 
N(~) Delinquents 
19 13.9 
Differenoe: 
NnonD-ND 2.2 Sa 
White Non-De11n-
quents (WnonD) 47 16.5 
Wh1te Delinquents 
(WD) 42 13.6 
Differenoe: Sb WnonD-WD 2.9 
at : 2.665; d.f. : 40; p "::::;::.05. 
bt = 4.828; d.f. = 87; p ~---:O5. 
the level of educat10nal asp1rat10ns. Wh11e more than 60 per 
oent of Negro and more than 72 per oent of wh1te non-de11nquents 
express h1gh levels of asp1rations, only about 26 per cent of 
Negro and white de11nquents voice intentions of becoming college 
graduates; converselJ', wh11e more than 47 per cent of Negro, and 
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mor.:? than 54 per cent of wh1te delinquents want to end the1r 
educat10n at nigh school graduation or less, only about 8 per 
cent of Negro and 4 per cent of wh1te non-<ie11nquents do so. 
TABLE 42 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS (LEA) AMONG NON-DELINQUENTS 
AND DELINQUENTS BY RACE 
! H1gh School H1gh School Few Years Of\ College I Sample Drop out Graduate COlle,e I Graduate (8-11) (12) (14 (16-20) I Total 
Low LEA Above Low Below High 
LEA LEA 
N , N % Ii ~ 
Negro 
Non-
Del. 2 8. '1 7 30.4 
Negro 
Del. 2 10.5 7 36.9 5 26.3 
White 
Non-
Del. 2 4.3 11 23.4 
White 
Del. 6 14.3 11 40.5 8 19.0 
Compar1son of the Mean of H1gher EQucation~l 
Interest of Reseondents Hold1n~ the 
Var1ab1e of Race Constant 
High LEA 
N ~ N % 
14 60.9 23 100.0 
5 26.3 19 100.0 
34 72.3 47 100.0 
11 26.2 42 100.0 
Data 1n Table 43 reveal that with1n both races de11n-
quency 1s negatively and non-de11nquency pos1t1vely assoc1ated 
w1th the level of 1nterest 1n h1gher educat10n, 1.e. , 1n going to 
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TABLE 43 
¥~AN SCORE OF THE LEVEL OF INTEREST IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
(LIRE) OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS BY RACE 
S.:::~nlple Mean Difference Significance Number Score of of Mean Score 
of LIHE Mean Scores Differences 
Negro Non-Delin-
quents (NnonD) 21 1.47 
Negro Delinquents 
(ND) 11 4.54 
Difference: Sa NnonD-ND 2.93 
White Non-Delin-
quents (WnonD) I 45 7.38 I 
White DelinqUents! 
(WD) ! 
, 
24 4.04 
Difference: i 
WnonD-WD , 3.34 Sb ! 
at 
• 3.290; d.f. = 30; p ~O5. 
bb 
• 4.552; d.f. • 61; p L!05. 
college or university. Non-delinquents of both races show signi-
ficantly higher scores of interest in going to college than delin-
quents of the same race. Negro respondents have somewhat nigher 
scores than white adolescents. However, there is a greater degree 
of score difference between the level of interest in higher 
p 
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education of white than of Negro non-delinquents and delinquents. 
The greater scores of educational interest for non-delinquents of 
t?le two races seem to indicate that the higher educational aspira-
tion percentage level of the college asp1r1ng non-de11nquents 
shown 1n Table 42 1s substantiated by greater educat10nal interest 
tl-lan the aspirat10n of de11nquents of the two races. 
Relation between the Mean.and Frequency D1stribution 
of Hi&eer Educational Interest of Respondents 
Hold1n~ Race Constant 
The distribut10n shown 1n Table 44 reveals that for both 
races, aga1n, de11nquency 1s unfavorably, and non-delinquency 1s 
favorably, associated w1th the level of educat10nal 1nterest 1n 
go1ng to college. Wh1le over 41 per cent more Negro and over 
41 per cent more wh1te non-delinquent respondents than delinquents 
of the two races respectively express a zi1gh level of educational 
interest to go to college, at the same t1me, over 55 per cent more 
Negro and 58 per cent more of the wh1te de11nquents than non-
delinquent respondents man1fest a ~ educat10nal 1nterest 1n go~ 
to college. Thus the frequency d1str1but1on figures of Table 44 
provide some addit10nal ev1dence to the above find1ngs 1n try1ng 
to demonstrate that the greater percentage of college asp1r1ng 
non-delinquents of the two races given in Table 42 also have 
!higher educational interest 1n going to college than the college 
~sp1ring delinquents of the same race. 
.. 16~-
TABLE 44 
FREQUENCY lJIS'rfdBUTION OF THE Lm'l, I,1EDIUIvl, AND HIGH LEVEL OF 
INTi!:REST IN HIGHER EDUCATION (LIRE) OF HESPONDENTS WITH 
COLLEGE ASPIRATIONS BY RACE 
~ 
. 
Number and Percent of 
Sample Low LIHE Medium LIHE Hi~h LIHE Total (0-3) (4-1) ( -9) 
N 9: N 9t~ N ,/e 1'4 CfZ v 70 
Negro Non ... 
Delinquents 
(NnonD) 3 13.1 8 34.8 12 52.1 23 100.0 
Negro De1in- I 
68.4 I 4 quents (ND) 1 13 L 21.1 2 10.5 19 100.0 
, ! I 9<~ D1fference:, 
NnonD-ND j 
-55.3 I 13.1 41.6 
, 
i White Non- I I De11nquents 
(WnOnD) 6 12.8 I 12 25.6 29 61.6 47 100.0 
White Delin-
quents (WD) 30 71.4 6 14.3 0 14.3 42 100.0 
% Difference: 
WnonD-WD -58.6 11.3 47.3 
Educat10nul Asp1rat10n and Interest of De11nquents 
and Non-Delinquents Hold1ng Race and Soc1al 
Class Constant 
After con~pletion of the analysis of educational aspira-
tion and interest of delinquents and non-delinquents, and then 
subdivision according to races, the fourth hypothesis 
- moving 
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from general aspects toward more specific ones - will now 
attempt to anal,Yze respondents of tl1e two races in terms of 
social class subd1vis10ns. 
Comearlson of the Mean of Educat10nal Aseiratlons 
of ResRondents Holdlng the Race and Class Constant 
Table 45 reveals the unfavorable associatlon between 
dellnquency and educational asplration, and the favorable asso-
elation between non-delinquenoy and educational asplr'ation, found 
in the twofold and then fourfold analyses alread~ discussed, 
remain even if the same groups are further subdivided into and 
analyzed 1n terms of sooial classes. In accord with ttl.e hypo-
thesis, the educational aspirat10n levels of non-delinquents of 
a specific social class and race are higher than the aspiratlon 
levels of dellnquents of matched soclal class and rac1al back-
ground. With the exception of the Negro m1ddle class, the mean 
asp1rational soores of non-delinquent; social groups are signifi-
cantly h1gher than those of the matched delinquent groups. 
Wh1te middle class non-de11nquents and delinquents ShOW 
the greatest, and Negro middle class non-delinquents and delin-
quents the srr.allest difference of aspirat10nal mean scores" The 
r.1ean score differences of the lower white and Negro respondents 
are relatively close to each other, but the white respondents, 
again, show somewhat h1gher difference than Negroes. 
p 
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TABLE j+~ 
~iliAN SCORE OF LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) 
BY HOLDING SOCIAL CLASS OF THE RACES CONSTANT 
Mean Difference I Significance 
SclDlp1e of I of Mean Score 
Score Mean Scores! Diff'erences 
NLC 15.900 
NDLC 13.563 I 
Difference: NLC-NDLC 2.337 I sa 
WLC 16.000 I 
WDLC 13.633 
Difference: WLC·WDLC 2.367 Sb 
NMC 17.333 
NDMC 15.667 
Difference: NMC-NDMC 1.666 Nnc .;:; 
WMC 18.000 
WDMC 13.500 
Difference: WMC-WDMC 4.500 Sd 
at 
• 2.779; d.f. • 34; p ~.05. 
b t • 3.253; d.f. : 63; p ~05. 
Ct • 0.570; d.f. - 4; p ~.05 • 
d t = 4.552; d.f. • 22; p ...r:::::::::'05 • 
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Relation between the Mean and Frequenc~ Distr1bution 
of Educat10nal Aseirat10n of Respondents Holding 
Race and Social Class Constant 
~le frequency distr1bution presented in Table 46 seems to 
corroborate the find1ngs of Table 45 1n show1ng that the unfavor-
abIt"' association between del1nquency and educat10nal aspiration, 
and the favorable association between non-de11nquency and educa-
tional aspiration found in the previous twofold and then fourfold 
analyses of the present hypothes1s rema1n true even 1f the same 
matched groups are further subd1v1ded 1nto and analyzed 1n terms 
of constant social classes. Aga1n, 1n accord with the hypothesis 
while over 75 per cent more white non-delinquent middle class 
individuals than white delinquent m1ddle class, and over 35 per 
cent more wh1te non-delinquent lower class individuals than white 
delinquent lower class, as well as, over 41 per cent more Negro 
non-delinquent lower class individuals than Negro delinquent 
lower class persons express ~igh level of educat10nal aspira-
tions; at the san;.e t1me, over 96 per cent more white delinquent 
middle class, and over 4/~ per cent more white delinquent lower 
class, as well as 40 per cent more Negro delinquent lower class 
indiv1duals than the matched non-delinquent social class res-
pondents express lower levels of educational asp1ration in 
wanting to end their education at high scnool graduation or less. 
'fABLE 46 
J'RBQ.UDCY DISftlBU'l'IO.N OP !'HE LEVEL OP EDVCAUONAL ASPlRAUO.NS 
(LBA) AMONG DELIIIQUD'lS A)U) NON-DELIlIQUDfS 
BY RACE AIm aOCIAL CLASS 
81gb School High School Pew Years College 
Drop-out Graduate of College Graduate 
Sample (8-11) (12) (14) (16-20) '1'otal 
LOw J.BA Abo". Low Below High High 
LEA .LEA LEA 
N _ H _ II ~ • ~ )l, 
ltLC 2 10.0 6 30.0 12 60.0 20 100.00 
HDLC 1 ~Q.2 1 _1J3.~ 531.2 3 18._8 t6 100.00 
, Difterenoe: -6.2 -33.8 - 1.2 +41.2 
WLC 2 _5.1 10 28.6 23 65._1 35 100.00 
WDLC 6 20.0 9 30.0 6 20.0 9 30.0 30 100.00 
_ DIfference: -20.0 -24.3 + 8.6 +35.1 
JDIC 133._1 2 66.1 ~ 100.00 
JlDJilC 1)3. i 2 bb.J 3 100.00 
f; Difterence: ·;3. i +33.3 00.0 
WIle 1 8.3 1191.1 12 100.00 
WllJIlU ~ Of:>. ~( 2 Ib.7 2 10.0 12 100.00 
_ D1fterence: -66.1 -8.4 +15.1 
Legend 
- : De11rAluenta 1n maJorIty by per cent 
+ = IOn:ci8l:Ing.uenta 1n maJorit) 6,- per cent .., 
• .... 
0\ 
\0 
• 
, 
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Figure 9 (page 171) provides a summary of the percentage 
relations among the variables involved in the present hypothesis. 
TLis c.hart 8hows that while in the two lower educational aspira-
tion categories non-delinquents of both races and classes are 
either completely absent or represented in a ver'~' low. percentage .. 
in tLe high aspirational category, non-delinquents ot the 
matched groups (with the exception ot the Negro middle class) are 
shown in a substantially higher per cent than the delinquents of 
the same race and social class. The behavior of the Negro middle 
class is not altogether clear, neither in Table 46 no!' in 
Figure 9. However, the complete absence of the non-delinquent 
middle class Negr~es in the lowest aspirational category tends to 
indicate that, in a larger sample than the present one, they too 
may follow the class pattern shown for the others. 
Comearison of the Mean of Hiaher Educational 
Interest of Respondents Holding Race 
and Class Constant 
The data in Table 47 show that the level of interest in 
higher education ot non-delinquents of a specific social class 
and race is consistently higher than that of delinquents of 
matched racial and social class background. This is in accox'd 
wi th the previous findings of tilis hypothesis in terms of broader 
social groups. Just as in the case of educational aspirations, 
white middle class non-delinquents and delinquents show the 
greatest, and Negro middle class non-delinquents and delinquents 
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TABLE 47 
MEAN SCORE OF THE LEVEL OF INTEREST IN HIGHER EDUCATION (LIHE) 
OF RESPONDENTS WITH "FEW YEARS OF COLLEGE" AND ABOVE 
LEA BY HOLDING SOCIAL CLASS OF THE RACES CONSTANT 
Mean Score Difference Significance 
Between the of Mean Score 
Sample Number of the LIHE Mean Scores Differences 
NLC 18 7.778 sa 
NDLC 9 4.667 
Difference: i 3.111 ! 
, 
WLC i 33 7.091 Sb 
WDW 20 4.200 
Difference: 2.891 
NMC 3 5.667 NSc 
NDMC 2 4.000 
Difference: ! 1.667 
; 
WMC \ 12 8.167 Sd 
WDMC , 4 3.250 
Difference: I 4.917 ! 
, 
at = 2.9; d.f. • 25; p ~O5. 
bt 
- 3.3; d.f. - 51; p ~05. 
- -
ct - .62; d.f. • 3; p ~.O5. 
-
d<l-
v • 3.9; d.f. : 14; p ~O5. 
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the smallest difference of mean scores. Tne higher scores of' non 
delinquents of the matched social classes indicate.tbat the 
i:ligl1er educational aspiration of the college oriented non-delin-
quents of the corresponding social class levels shown in Table 46 
are lndeed substantiated by higher levels of educatlonal interest 
in golng to college than the aspiration of dellnquents wlth iden-
tical raclal and social class background. 
Relatlon between the Mean and Frequencj Dlstributlon 
of Higher Educatlonal Interest of Respondents 
Holdlng Race and Soclal Class Constant 
Data of Table 48 and the dlagram analysls provided ln 
Flgure 10 (page 174) support the findings of Table 47. Trle,y show 
that lf the class levels are held constant for each race. non-
dellnquents wl1l consistently reflect a l',igher level of educa-
tional interest in going to college than the correspondlngly 
matched classes of delinquents. Both the table and the diagram 
show that a substantially higher percentage of non-delinquents 
than delinquents of the corresponding race and class express iligh 
educational interest in going to college; and. conversely. a 
substantially higher per cent of delinquents tilan non-delinquents 
express low educational interest for college within the same race 
and social class. 
Consequently. the nigher educational aspiration level of' 
the college aspiring non-delinquents appears to be sUbstantiated 
by a higher level of educational interest in going to college tha 
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TABLE 48 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF THE LOW. MEDIUIVJ. AND HIGH LEVEL 
OF INTEFtEST IN HIGl-'..ER EDUCATION (LIBEl. AJlt10NG THOSE 
RESPONDENTS WHO REPORTED AT LEAST 'FEW YEA.RS 
OF COLLEGE~ AND ABOVE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS lLEA~Y RACE ASD 
SD~1 t ~ S 
Number and Percent of 
Sample LQw L:piE Medium LlHE Hlf'l L~HE Total (0-3) (4-7 ) 8-9) 
IN ~~ N % N % N % 
NLC 2 10.0 7 35.0 11 55.0 20 100.0 
NDLC 11 68.8 3 18.8 2 12.4 16 100.0 
% D1fference: I 
-58.8 +16.2 +42.6 I 
I 
tiLC '6 17.1 9 25.,'7 20 57.2 3:> 100.0 
WDLC ~1 70.0 3 10.0 0 20.0 
r;,; Difference: 
-52.9 +15.1 +37.2 
NMC U 1 33.3 1 33.3 1 33.3 3 99.9 
NDMC J 2 66.1 1 33.3 3 100.0 
% Difference Ii 
-33.4 00.0 +33.3 
WMC i 3 25.0 9 75.0 12 100.0 
WDMC :9 15.0 3 25.0 12 100.0 
OJ, Difference: 
-75.0 00.0 +75.0 
¥:~end 
- = De11nquents in n~Jority 
by pel' cent 
+ = Non-de11nguents in n~jority 
oy per cent 
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is that for delinquents matched according to race and soc10-
economic background. 
Rank Order and the Level of Educational 
Aspiration and Interest in HI$her 
£Qucation or ~e.eonaen£s by 
Rice and class, . 
Tables 49 and 50 reveal that the wh1te non-delinquent 
m1ddle class respondents show the highest level of educational 
aspiration and interest in gOing to college and that the white 
delinquent middle class individuals manifest the lowest aspira-
tions and interest in going to college among all other respond-
ents. A parallel analysis of the two ranking scores indicates 
that, with the exception of the Negro middle class, all other 
respondents within each group show at least as high, or higher a 
ranking score of educational interest in going to college as the 
corresponding ranking score of the educational aspiration level. 
It is worth noting that the Negro lower class respondents are the 
only ones to show hiiher ranking scores of educational interest 
for college than the rank of their educationalasp1ration. It 
appears that, in general, there is a positive association between 
the levels of educational aspiration and interest in higher edu-
cation of respondents. 
This positive pattern relationship between the variable 
of LEA and LIRE is clearly established if the percent distribu-
tion of the highest LEA and LIKE given in Tables 46 and 48 are 
analyzed in parallel fashion in a decreasing order of magnitude, 
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TABLE 49 
RANK ORDER OF THE MEAN SCORE OF THE LEVEL OF 
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (LEA) 
1 = Lowes t Rank 8 = HIghest Rank 
Sample RankIng Score Ranking Score Mean Score 
of the LEA of the LIHE of the LEA 
WMC 8 (8) 18.00 
NMC 7 (5) 1_7.33 
WLC 6 161 16.00 
: I 
I 
NLC I 5 ttl 1.5.~0 
I 
NDMC I 4 (2) 15.66 
WDW 3 (3) 13.63 
NDW 2 (4) 12.2§ 
WDMC 1 _{lJ 1.3 • ..5.0 
om1tting the two Negro mIddle class groups. as follows: 
H1gh LEA: WMC ~ WLC ~ NLC~. WDW ~ NDLC ~WDMC 
(91.7~r-(65.7~) (6~) (30.0%) (18.8%J (16.6 
H1gh LIHE: WHC ~ WLC ~ NLC ~ WDLC ~ NDLC ~ WDMC 
(75.0%y-(57.~ (5~) (20.oJJ(12.4~O. 
Thus. with the exceptIon of the whIte delInquent middle class, 
the level of educatIonal aspirat10n and of interest 1n h1gher 
educatIon seems to be affected by class, race, and delinquency 
variables in a decreasIng rr~nner. where class has the greatest 
positive effect .. and race. as well as de11nquency, the greatest 
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TABLE 50 
RANK ORDER OF THE MEAN SCORE OF THE LEVEL OF INTEREST 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION (LIHE) 
1 = Lowest Score (Rank~ 8 • Hitahest Score ~Rankl 
Sample Rank1ng Score Mean Score of 
of the LIRE the LlHE 
WMC 8 8.17 
NLC 'l 1.78 
WLC 6 7.Q2 
WDLC 5 5.61 
NMC 4 4.61 
NDLC 3 4.20 
NDMC 2 4.00 
WDMC 1 3.25 
negative effect on the level of educational asp1rat1on and on the 
level of interest 1n higher education. Just as 1n the case of 
occupat10nal amb1t1ons, here too, the white de11nquent middle 
class reflects the greatest downward tendency among all others. 
Because of the1r low number, the pattern of Negro middle class 
is neither clear, nor, presumably, too reliable. 
Concluding Remarks 
In summarizing the findings from the section related to 
the fourth hypothesis, the following aspects are to be noted: 
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1. Analyses of the pertinent data of this section reveal 
. that, in general, there is a negative association between the 
level of educational aspiration or interest in higher education 
and the variable of delinquency. This negative correlation 
between the two respective variables remains consistent also when, 
beyond the dichotomy of non-delinquents and delinquents, some 
additional specifications or refinements are introduced in terms 
of holding the variables of race and social class constant with1n 
both the non-delinquent and delinquent groups. 
a. Non-delinquents in general, and the non-de11nquent 
respondents of the same race and social class in particular, 
reflect signif1cantly higher scores of eduoational asp1ration or 
interest than the delinquent individuals ot the matched racial 
and social olass groups; they also show a substant1ally greater 
peroentage of high eduoat10nal aspiration and interest than the 
matohed delinquent groups, and conversely, delinquents show a 
substantially greater percentage of low educational asp1ration an 
........ 
interest than the matched non-delinquent respondents. 
b. Negro respondents show somewhat higher educationa 
aspiration and 1nterest scores than the wh1te respondents, but 
th1s difference is low and not statistioally signifioant. Furthe 
more, in terms of percentage distr1bution, white respondents 
appear in greater proport10ns under high educational aspiration 
and 1nterest categories than do Negroes. 
.1 
~ h 
Ii 
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2. Tl.ere 18 a eg.it1ve a •• oolatlon between the level. ot 
eduoational asp1ration at' Interest in higher education and non-
Je11nqueno;,' 1n general. This oorrelation t"emalna oonalstent even 
when the groupa are matched In terma ot race and ola ••• 
a. Illgher sooial c1a •• has a pos1i,;.lve effect. onooth 
educational .8plratlon and int,eroet In h1ghet' edu(U'Jlt1on 1n 
genet'al. However. white delinquent m1ddle class responder*ta ahow 
the lowe.t educat10nal Gaplrat10n and lnterEu5t. 8 taot whlch 1. 
<lana1.tent with their dlsplay1ng the loweat 9~oUP!tl<tM.l ambltlon 
levela .e analyzed 1n t,;:,e other h¥poth ••• a. 
b. 'this pos1t1ve a •• oelat1on between tJle exam1ned 
varlables 18 not too clear In the caae ot the Negro m1ddle ola ••• 
largely becaue8 ot their 10. number) but the abaenoe ot such 
respondent. from the lowest asp1ratlon cate.ory 8UfW,e.t8 U.tat. In 
a reaearch baaed on a 8ubstant1alla 6reater number ot partici-
pants, they too would 10110" the above described pattem re1a-
tlonahipa. 
3. It may, therefore, be concluded that on the baal. of 
ttt. aval1able data, the fourth i~poth.el. 18 aooepted. The 
educational aspiration and lntereat levels of delinquent. with1n 
each raoe and 01 ••• 1s 10 •• 1" than U108e of the _tOlled non-
delinquents. Purtt,ermore, the poslt1ve .s.oclat10n between the 
variable. ot eduoational a.plration and 1nterest in higher eduoa-
tion 8hoW8 .atl.tactor11~ that the eduoational aspiration levels 
of' oolleg.e oriented reapondent8 are CQna18 tt:'nt 1y actualized by a 
eorre8pondlng degree ot lnt.reat. ln h16ber education. 
, 
" 
il!i 
1:1 
I!II 
'I 
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il:1 
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Flfth Hypothesls 
Relatlons between ~he Levef of Occupatlonal Ambltlons, 
Dellnquencl, Race, and Soclal Class 
The central problem of the last hypothes1s ls whether 
the occupat10n amb1t10n levels Of lndlviduals of d1fferent races 
s1gn1f1cantly differ If the1r level Of dellnquency and soc1al 
class ls slm11ar or 1dentlcal. The flfth hypothes1s states that 
the occupational ant1c1patlon and asplratlon levels of persons 
w1th dlfferent raclal background wl11 not s1gn1f1cantly d1ffer 1f 
the level of soc1al class and dellnquency of respondents 1s held 
constant. 
Thus, the present hypothesls requlres that 1ts verif1ca-
tlon be supported by some lncreas1ngly refined method of measure-
ment and categorles. For this purpose, analysis of the data wll1 
proceed on from a more general background toward a more partlcu-
lar lnqu1ry, 1.e., separate short sect10ns wll1 deal only w1th 
the two broad categor1es of dellnquents and nOn-de11nQuents1 ln 
terms ot h1gh, medlum, and low del1nquency subcategor1es) and 
subsequent sectlons wlll prov1de some add1tional ret1nements 1n 
terms ot lntx'oduc1ng the var1able ot race and then of soclal 
class 1n the analysls ot the sample. In addit1on, separate 
analys1s w1l1 be presented to occupatlonal ant1c1pat1on and 
asp1ratlon acoordlng to the deslgn of the paragraph • 
• 
lAga1n .. lt 1s important to recall that the "non-delln-
quent" term 1n this study has no connotation of absolutely per-
fect behav10r. Ct., footnote 2 on page 5. 
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Occupational Antioipation and Aspiration of Delinquent 
and Non .. D€llnquent Groups in Terms of 
Three Delinquency Categories 
Comparison of the Anticieatlonal 
Mean filrrerenc!s bl Derlnqqenc~ 
Table 51 reveals that the degree of delinquency lnvolve-
ment has an important intluenoe on the level of ocoupat10nal 
ant1cipation ot respondents. First, 1n each delinquency category 
the matched "non-delinquents"l show higher anticipation than 
delinquents--in general. However, the greatest observable dif-
ference is in the lowest delinquency category where the level of 
anticipation ot non-delinquents as compared to delinquents is 
signifioantly higher within 1-2 per cent limit ot confidenoe. As 
the level of delinquenoy increases, the anticipat10nal ditter-
ences between non-delinquents and delinquents seem to diminish 
or disappear. Thus, in the medium delinquency category there is 
no significant difference between the two groups. Of course, by 
the very nature of the three delinquenoy soale types, matched 
"non-delinquents" are not present in the high delinquenoy 
oategory. 
Relation between the Mean and Frequency 
Distribution of Anticipation by 
Delinquency and Its Categories 
Table 52 shows a negative relation between the mean and 
lts related per cent distribution of antloipation and the level 
ler., footnote 2 on page 5. 
i I ~ 
Paired. 
Samples 
by 
DeliDquency 
'. 
',. 
rlel. 
Non-Del. 
--.-~.---... --.~-.-.--
TABLK Sl 
MEAN SCORE DIFFERENCES IB OCCUPATIONAL AlTICIPATIOHS ACCORDING TO 
DELINQUENCY SCALE 'fiPES t A COMPARISON OF DELINQUENTS 
ANDION-~TS 
Antieipational Level Antieipational Level Ant!eipaticmal 
Ditterences of ot Wterene .. ot of Dilterenees ot 
De~ency Signi- Hediua Sipi- Low tiemce De1lii4Uency licance Delinquency 
Scale Types Scale Typea Scale Typea 
(lS.l-SO.O) (lS.1-3S.0) (0 - 1$.1) 
Mean Mean Mean J!ean Mean 
Dit. Mean Dii'. Dit. 
S.h2 4.74 4.44 
None None 4.7S -0.01 NS· 2.8$ 1.$9 
-- --
---- ---_ ... _--- -_ ... _"--"_.-
Level 
of 
Signi-
tieane. 
sb 
a t = 0.008; d.t. = 41; p ~.oS. 
b t _ 2.649; d.l. :. 7); p /~OS. 
-
Leg!!d 
-t == Non-delinquents t!gher than delinquents 
- = Non-delinquents --!!! than delinquents 
-~--- ---------
• ...... (X) 
\N 
I 
, 
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11 II 1\ Jl + I 
I 
of de11nquency. Wh11e 1n the low de11nquency category over 79 
-
per cent more "non-de11nquents" show s1gn1f1cantly higher mean 
of ant1c1pation than the de11nquents, over 58 per cent more 
de11nquents reflect lower mean of anticipat10n than non-de11n-
quents 1n the m1ddle category. Of course, there are no lndivl-
duals from non-delinquents in the hlgh dellnquency category where 
more than 21 per cent of delinquents show the lowest antlcipatlon 
among all. 
Comearlson of the Ase1rat10nal Xean 
Dlfterences bl De11nquenoy 
Table 53 shows that de11nquents have lower asp1rat1onal 
scores than non-de11nquents, and that with1n the~west delin-
quency category, thia d1tference 1a s1gn1f1cant below the .001 
level of oonf1denoe. As the data 1nd1cate, 1n general, as the 
level ot de11nquency decreases, the level of aspirat10n lncreases 
and conversely. In case of dellnquents, there is some mlnor 
decrease ln asplratlon wlthln the low dellnquency category. For 
explanatlon, the frequency dlstrlbution data must be examined ln 
Table 54. 
Relation between the Mean and Frequency 
D1str1bution of Aspirat10n by Dellnquency 
and Its Categorles 
Table 54 reveals that whl1e 1n the low dellnquency cate-
gor~ over 79 per cent more non-dellnquents show hlgh asplratlons 
than del1nquents wlth whom they were pa1red, at the same tlme 
-Paired 
Samples by-
Del:1.nquenq 
-
Del. 
Bon-Del. 
TABLI 53 
MEAN SCORE DIFFEREffC&S DT OCCUPArIOlW. ASPIRATIOIS ACCORDIIG TO 
DBLINQUBlCI SCALE 'fiFES: A COIfPARISOI OF mu..DfQUD'l'S 
Am) BOI-llELIlfQUENTS 
.As9lratiODal. :teTe1 Aspirat10nal Level Aapirational. 
lli.l.';;,.'erences of D.1.£tereDCU of Difterences 
of .!!.i!!: SigDi- of HediUJll S1gni- of Low 
Delinquency ticaDCe DelliqufJDq ficance Del.1laqliiiiey 
Scale Type. Seale Types Seale Types (35.1-So.0) (15.1-35.0) (0 - 15.1) 
Mean Mean Bean Mean Mean Mean 
D1t. D1.f' • Dir. 
---",,",,-~ 
-
4.33 .,.59 4.00 
None None 2.75 +0.84 ISa 1.61 +3.39 
-
~.-----.-- -_ ... _---- --.~.--.. --
Level 
of 
S1gni-
ficance 
sb 
at 0.859; 
bt 6Jds6; 
d.l. 41; 
d • .f. 73; 
p ~.05. 
P L·OS. Legend 
+ ::; Non-d.el1nquenta higher than d8linquent •• 
- =: Non-delinquents l."O!!f"than del inquenta. 
, 
...... 
co 
C\ 
I 
~ 
Paired 
SalIple8 by 
Delinquency 
I 
I 
I 
I 
""]1. I . 
I 
• Non-Del.1nq. 
Difference: I 
TABLE S4 
~UEHCY DISfRIBUTIa1 AND HJWf OF OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 
ACCmmllG to ItELllfQUJ:ICY SCALI 'l'YPJiS: A COMPJRISON OF 
IJELD'QUDl"S AND I<II-IELINQUEITS 
AsplratioDal .Aspirational. Asp1ratiODal. 
D.tt'f'erencu Di.ttereneea Dl.f'terences 
of !!!E of Medium of Low 
Del.1t.t.ijUaDCy' Del i nquency Del.1nqU8Dcy 
ScU8 'lypes Scale Types Scale Types 
(3S.1-S0.0) (15.1-)0.0) (0 - 15.1) 
N J Mean }l .~ .. Mean N ,. Hean 
13 21.3 h.33 39 6).9 3.59 9 14.8 4.00 
None 4 >.7 2.1) 66 94.3 1.61 
I 
I ->8.2 ~.84 +79.> -1-3.39 
-
~~ 
Total 
N % Mean 
-61 100 ).75 
10 100 1.67 
..,..2.08 
+ = Icm-dalinquenta higher than delinquents. 
- ~ Non-delinquents IO'1ie'rthan daliDquents. 
• i-' 
00 
-.;j 
~ 
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over 58 per cent more delinquents refleot lower aspirations than 
non-delinquents within the middle delinquency category. The lowe 
aspirational mean of delinquents found in the low delinquency 
oategory as oompared to the higher asp1ration soore of the middle 
category may be related to the fact that the asp1ration score 
w1th1n the low oategory il based only on less than 15 per cent as 
compared to almost 64 per cent of de11nquents found 1n the m1ddle 
oategory. 
Occupational Antio1pat1on and Asp1rat1on of De11nquents 
and Non-De11nquents 1n Terms of Three 
Del1nquency Categor1es by Race 
Com~ar1son of Ant1c1eat1onal Mean Dil erences DY ne11nsuency ana 
Rice 
........... 
Table 55 revealB that 1f the var1able of del1nquency 1s 
held constant, the d1fferences found 1n the ant1c1pat10nal level 
ot the two races are not stat1stically sign1f1cant. The greatest 
d1tference found 1n the ant1c1pat10n ot wh1te and Hegro delin-
quents w1th1n the low de11nquency category, where Negroes score 
higher than wh1te respondents, i8 s1gn1ficant only between the 10 
and 20 per cent level of confidence; and the smallest difference 
reflected by the same two groups w1thin the h1gh de11nquency cate 
gory has the same relatively low per cent of oonfidence as the 
low category. 
-Paired 
SalIple8 by 
TA.'BLI 55 
RACIAL DlFFEREICES OF 'rim MJWi OF OCCUPATIWL ANTICIPATIOUS ACCORDING TO IJELDlQUENCY SCALE fiPES: A COHPAB.ISON OF DILIB(JJIHTS AID 
.IION-DBLIICJJEftS BY RACE 
-
Ant1cipat1onal Level Ant1c1pat1onal Level Anticipational Dif'f'erencea of of D1t"terences of of DLtferencea of De~ De~ Signi- lfed1.um S1grd- Low n. Delliii'\iiD.cy f'1cance Delinquency Scale 1'ype8 Scale types Soal. Types (35.1-$0.0) (1$.1-lS.0) (0 - 15.1) 
. 
Mean Mean Hean Hean Hean Jfean 
Dlt. Dit. Dit. 
WD 5.40 lSa 4.50 .lSb 5.00 ID 5.33 -0.07 5.23 +0.73 ).33 -1.67 
\tlonD 4.00 
NSd 
2.80 NnonD None S.OO .+1.00 2.9S r-O.15 - , O.10l} d.t. U; p~.OS. bt 1.494; det. :37; p~.oS. 
ct 1.629; d.t. 7; p:;~ .OS. 
<it, O.SOO; d.t. 2; P', .OS. 
-at 0.316; d.t. 64; P~.OS. ~P!'! 
+ = l.Jli te ~ thaD Negro • 
. - = lt11te than Negro. 
Level 
ot 
S1gn1-
ticance 
}ISo 
US· 
• I-' 
Q) 
\0 
• 
, 
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Relation between the Mean and Frequency 
D1stribution of Anticipations by Delinquency 
Categories and Race 
If within eaoh delinquency soale type the peroentage 
d1fferences ot the wh1te and Megro respondents are examined, as a 
simple inspect10n ot the data in Table 56 1ndicates, there are no 
substantial percentage ditterenoea between the two raoes 1n any 
ot the three de11nquency scale types categor1es. In general, the 
h1ghest percentage difterence 18 shown by the non-delinquents, 
where, within the low-acale type more than 10 per oent of white 
respondents show somewhat higher level of anticipation than 
NegroesJ this small difference becomes more impressive in v1ew ot 
the fact that most of the non-delinquent respondents ot these two 
groups tall in the same (low) delinquency scale type. Conversely. 
with1n the same delinquency category, the lowest percent 1s 
retlected by the white and Negro de11nquents, where less than 2 
per oent of Negro delinquents show higher anticipations than the 
white de11nquents. 
Comparison ot Aspirational Mean D1fterences 
b~ De)inguency Catelor1es and Race 
Data in Table 57 reveal that there are no sign1f10ant 
ditferences among the oooupational aspiration levelS ot del1n-
quents and non-de11nquents of the two races in any of the three 
delinquency soale types. The greatest aspirational difference is 
shown by the white and Negro non-delinquents in the middle soale 
type, but w1th only a very low degree ot confidence (1.e., .3 
1 
---- I 
TABLE 56 
FRlQUENCY DIS'l'RIBtl'l'ION AJID MEAN OF RACIAL D:IF.li'ERDfCES II OOCUPATIOHAL 
ANTICIPATIONS : J. COMPARISON OF IELDQUUlTS AND YOO-DELIliQUENTS 
BY HOLDING THE LEVEL OF DELDQUmUlY 00tISTAlf.t' Fat lUCH 
I 
GROUP 
Paired Anticipational AnticipaticmaJ. Antic1patlcmal 
SaIJplea Di.f.ferences of D1.ffereDCe8 of D1..tte1"C1Ce8 of 
by Race SC~ Kedi1DI Low Total ~ Scale~ ()S.1-SO.0) (lS.1-30.0) (0 - lS.l) 
I % I Bean N % Mean :I % HeaD. H % Hean ~ \D 
~ 
WI> 10 2).8 S.ho 26 61.9 h.SO 6 lh.) S.oo h2 100.0 h.79 I 
ID 3 1$ .. 8 S.33 13 68.4 5'.23 3 1$.8 3.l3 19 100.0 h.9S 
m.rrereJlCe: ti.o -0.07 
- 0.5 +0.73 -~.5 -~.01 +0.16 
\ftmD 1 2.1 1£.00 46 97.9 2.80 1£1 100.0 2.83 
NnonD 3 13.0 s.oo 20 81.0 2.95' 23 100.0 ).22 
ll1.tterence: -10.9 +1.00 r10.9 ·rO.lS -10.39 
Le~ 
+ "" \\bite ~ than Negroes. 
- = ?hit. ~ than Negroes. 
TABLE 57 
RACUL DIFFIBBICBS OF TBB lIWf OF OCCUPATIOIAL ASPIlU1'IOHS A.CCOR.llIHG TO IELINQUENCY 
SC.A.LE TYPES: A COHPAlUSOI OF DELIlQUDTS AHD 1m-DELINQUENTS BY lU.CE 
Paired. Aapirat10nal I Level AspiratiODal Level .Asp1rat1onal 
Sallples bY' DU"f"erences i ot llLtterences ot Difterences 
Dellnquency of!!!&!! S1gni- of Hedium S1gn1- of !A)w 
Level. 
of 
Signi-
ficance and Race Del.iDqUiiicy 
Seale 1';ypes 
(35.1-50.0) 
I 
Mean I .. an 
Dit. 
WI> 4.10 
ND 4.00 -.10 
lGonD 
JfncmD 
, 0.2$1; d.f. 
bt 0.0S8; d.l. 
°t 1.871; d.l. 
\ 1. ?SO; del. 
et 1.197; d.l. 
ticace Deli nqu$iiCy t1cance ne:u.nqUeicy 
Scal.e Types Scale 'lypes 
(15.1-35.0) I (0 - 15.1) 
II 1-----
I I Mean Mean 'He. Mean D:l.t. Dit. 
usa 3.58 NSb 4.67 WO ).62 +0.04 2.67 \-2.00 
1.00 d 
\ ______ U-33_ +-2.)3 ..... ~_ 1 1.lO' i_~.40J-It)._30 liSe 
11; P~.O$. 
]1; p~.05. 
7; p~.05. 
2; P~.OS. 
6h; p~.05. 
!A~ 
+ == ante respondents h1gbf!: than Negro. 
_ .=- \ilite respondents ~ than Negro. 
I 
....... 
\0 
N 
• 
~-·~~~~~==~==Ea====~~~~~~=-------===-~------~~--~~-----------------------------------------------------------------
1 
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between 20 and 30 per cent). The smallest asp1rat10nal d1ffer-
ence 1s w1th1n the same scale type shown by the wh1te and Negro 
de11nquents. In terms of the h1ghest level of conf1dence, the 
two-p01nt difference 1n the aspirat10n of wh1te and Negro de11n-
quents w1th1n the lowest delinquency category is the most note-
worthy. In general, there seems to be a negative relation 
between the level of delinquency and of asp1rat1ons so that w1th 
higher delinquency 1nvolvement aspiration level decreases, the 
converse also being 1nd1cated. 
Relation between the Mean and Frequency Distribution 
of Asp1rat1ons by Delinquency Categories and Race 
Table 58 reveals that there are no 1mpress1ve percentage 
differences for any of the delinquency scale types in the d1s-
tribution of the asp1rat10nal mean differences of the two races. 
The less than 11 per cent d1fference between wh1te and Negro non-
de11nquents w1th1n the m1ddle scale type category 1nvolves only a 
very low proport10n of non-delinquent respondents and, therefore, 
the h1ghest mean difference of the ent1re sample does not seem to 
be substant1ated by proport10nately large number of persons. The 
table also reveals that wh1le the great maJor1ty of non-delinquent 
wh1te and Negro respondents fall in the low scale type and have 
the highest aspirations with a relatively low difference, the 
great maJor1ty of wh1te and Negro delinquents fall in the medium 
delinquency scale category with the lowest mean difference of 
aspirations. In general, with the exception of the low scale 
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type, where Negroes show higher aspirations than the white res-
pondents, these statistically insignificant aspirational differ-
ences are not substantiated by a corresponding high percentage of 
Negro respondents. However, within the low scale type category, 
tne statistically insignificant but consistently higher aspira-
tional levels of Negroes is noteworthy. Needless to say, any 
generalizations would have to be based on higher number of res-
pondents than this sample affords. 
Occupational Antic1pation and Aspiration of Delinquents 
and Non-Delinquents in Terms of Three Delinquency 
Categories by Race and Social Class 
Racial and Social Class Differences in the 
Level and Distribution of Deliniuencl 
Before turning to the analysis of the racial and social 
class differences in occupational ambitions, in terms of three 
delinquency scale types l the principle of completeness requires 
us to provide a very brief analysis of the level and distribution 
of delinquency within each race, social class l and delinquency 
scale type. 
In general, available data indicate that white delin-
quents have somewhat higher delinquency scores than Negro delin-
quents, i.e., 26.5 and 24.4 respectively, but this difference is 
statistically in8~nificant.l However, "non-delinqUent"2 white 
1 The t-score = 0.6721 d.f. = 59; p ~.05. 
2Cf , footnote 1 on page 3 for the meaning of "non-
delinqUent." 
p 
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respondents show sign1ficantly lower score of de11nquency than 
Negro "non-de11nquents," 1.e., 5.1 and 9.0 respectively.l 
If the same analysis 1s presented in detail to fit the 
categor1es of the current hypothesis, Table 59 reveals that, 1n 
general, wh1te lower and m1ddle class de11nquents have somewhat 
higher delinquenoy scores than Negro lower and m1ddle class delin 
quents but this difference remains insignificant even in terms of 
social class breakdown. Conversely, white middle and lower class 
tenon-delinquents· have signifioantly lower delinquency scores 
than Negro "non-delinquents" ot the same class level. Statisti. 
cal analysis of the delinquency score levels within each delin-
quency scale type category indicate that there are no significant 
d1fferences of de11nquency involvement levels 1n any of the three 
categories. However J 1n terms of statistioal confidence levelS, 
the 2.1-point difference between the de11nquency scores of white 
and Negro lower class respondents in the low delinquency cate-
-
gory,2 and the 6.6-point difference of white and Negro lower 
class respondents in the high delinquenoy category3 are note-
wOl"thy because their level ot confidenoe 1s between 5 and 10 per 
cent, 1.e., close to the level of s1gn1ficance. The table also 
IThe t-score I: 2.917; d.f. - 68; p L·05. 
-
~he t-8core = 1.9631 d.!. • 50; p ~.O5; (More close-ly: p .05 and p ~O.l). 
~he t-score~.043J d.f. - 6; p ~.O5; (More close--1y: p .05 and p 0.1). 
TABI& 58 
FR'EQUEBCY DISTRIBl.l'rIW AND MlWd OF RACIAL DIFJ.i'EB.ElfCB IN OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS : A CtJIPARlSOI OF mIJlfQtJlNTS AND }I(Il-DELIliQUEftS BY 
HOLDING THE LEVEL OF DE.LINQUENC! CONSTlLWT FOR EACH GROUP 
... . ~~ . 
. 
Paired Aapirational Aapiraticmal Aapiraticmal Total 
Samples Differences nt.f'f'erenee8 D1.f.f'erences 
by ot~ of Hed1UJ1 of Low Race Scale Scale~ Scale fiPes 
(3S.1~ .. 5» (15.1- .0) (0 - 1$.1) 
}I % Mean Ii % Mean Ii % Kean II % Mean 
tiD 23.8 h.l0 26 61.9 ,.SS 6 lh.3 4.67 !a 100.0 ).83 I 
]j]J 15.8 4.00 13 68.h ,.62 .3 15.8 2.67 19 100.0 3. 8 j-J \0 
lli.!'ference: -1-8.0 -.10 .-6.S-p.04 -1.5 -2.00 -0.2$ 0'\ I 
vatonD 1 2.1 1.00 46 97.9 l.10 h1 100.0 1.68 
1inonD .3 13.0 .,3 20 87.0 1.40 2 100.0 1.65 
nttference: 
-10.9+2.3.3 +10.9 ;-0.30 -0.03 
--~ 
Le~ 
+ =: Vilite ~ than. Negro. 
- == ltite than Negro 
.-
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TABLE 59 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION AND MEAN OF RACIAL AND SOCIAL CLASS DIFFERENCES 
IN THl!; LEVEL OF DELINIJUENCY (LD): A. COMPARISON OF DELDlc;,tUENTS AND 
"NON-DELINQUENTSH BY DELINQUENCY TYPES .. RACE .. AND SOCIAL CLASS 
Paired Mean ot LD Mean ot LD Mean ot LD 
Sample. Ditterences Ditterences Dilterences 
by De1- ot !!!E of Mediua of Low Total inquency, Delinquency Delinquency Dellnquency 
Race, and Scale Types Scale Types Scale Types 
Social ()5.1-50.0) (15.1-)0.0) (0 - lS.l) 
C1us N ~ Mean I ,. Mean I % Mean N !' Hean 
WDLC 5 16.7 44.9 21 70.0 2~.s 4 1).) 7.) i2 100.0 26.) NDLe ) 18.8 )8.) 11 68.7 2 .1 2 12.5 u.) 100.0 25.2 
.D1.t. : -2.! ~.o +J..Jt-J..4 +o.ts -4.0 +J. • .L-
WDMC 5 41.7 41.5 5 41.7 21.5 2 16.6 7.4 12 100.0 27.1 
NIIC lone 2 66.7 28.2 1 )3.3 5.4 ) 100.0 20.1. 
_Dir. : -2).0 -0."( -.Lo.{ +-2.0 ..,.."{ .0" 
WLC 1 2.9 22 .. 8 311 97.1 4.9 35 100.0 5.4 
NLC 2 10.0 19.8 18 90.0 7.0 20 100.0 8.l 
Dir. ; -7 • .1 +3.0 +7.1. -2.1. -2.9-
\'Me lone 12 100.0 ~.4 12 100.0 4.4 NMC : 1 3).3 25.0 2 66.7 .7 3 100.0 13.9 ... 
!)1~. : il +33.3 -4.3 -!l.~ 
,= 0.)46; d.t. = W+; p'~",.05; (NS) 
ht ~ 0.748; d.t.::::. 13; p~.05; (IS). 
ct ;:;: 2.06,; d.t. - 53; p~.05; (S). 
d d.t.~ 13; p /.05; (5). t -'" 2.510; 
""--
Lesen~ 
+::: \thi te respondents ~ in delin-
quency than Negroes y percent or .. ~ 
- ::= Vil1 te respondents lower in delin-
quency than lfegroeii"liT percent or meall 
p 
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reveals that the majority of delinquents of both races and classe 
fall within the middle delinquency category. Needless to say, 
there are none of the so-called "non-delinquents" in the high 
delinquency category and the maJority of this matched group of 
individuals show only very low scores of delinquency involvement. 
Comparison of Antioipational Mean Differences 
01 Delinquencl Categories, Raee, and Class 
Table 60 reveals that the occupational anticipation level 
of white and Negro respondents are not signifioantly d1fferent if 
the level of social class and de11nquenoy is held oonstant. This 
is in OOlnplete accord w1th the statement ot the fifth hypothesis 
in regard to occupational ant1cipation. The lreatest anticipa-
tional difference 1s shown by the white and Negro middle class 
delinquents, where Negroes score higher than wh1te respondents in 
the low delinquency oategor~, but the 2.5-point Boore difference 
is not significant belOW the 20 to 30 per cent level of conti-
dence. The smallest anticipational difference is reflected by th 
I , 
white and Negro lower class respondents in the high delinquency 
scale type category but the result has an extremely low percent 
level of confidence. In terms of degree of probability or level 
of oonfidence, the anticipationsl levels of white and Negro lower 
class non-delinquents in the low delinquency category, and the 
antiCipations of white and Negro lower class delinquents in the 
medium delinquenoy category are very close to each other; in the 
former oategory Negro non-delinquents score higher than 
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TABLE 60 
RACIAL AND BooIAL CLASS DIFFERENCES OF THE MEAN OF OCCUPATIONAL ANTI-
CIPATIONS ACCORDING 1'0 DELIN!JTJENCY SCALE 'tyPES: A OOHPARISON OF 
DELINQUENTS AND NON-lELINQUENTS BY RACE AND CLASS 
-...., 
Paired Anticipational Level 
Samples Ditterences ot ot 
by Del- ~ DeUnqaency 8ig-
inquen- eale Types nit!-
ey, Race ()S.1 .. S0.0) canoe 
and Clas 
Mean !lean 
Dit. 
WDLC S.40 a 
NDLC S. 33 -0.07 IS 
~w 
NLC 
a t = 0.370; 
bt = 1.143; 
et = 0.880; 
<\ = 0.896; 
et ~ 2.887; 
It ;::; O.S77; 
't ::: 0.396; 
h t ~ 1.248; 
d.t. ::;. 6; 
d.l. = 30; 
d.l • . = 4; 
d .. l. =- S; 
d.l. = 1; 
d.l. =- 1; 
d.l. = So; 
d.l. -= 12; 
Anticipaticmal Level Anticipational. 
Dilterene .. ot ot Ditterences ot 
Medium Sil- Low 
Deiliiquency nit!- Deljnquency 
Scale Types canee Scale Types (15.1"3S.0) (0-15.1) 
Bean Mean Mean Mean 
Dit. Dit. 
~.67 
.27 +0.60 ISb ,.25 .00 -1.2$ 
3.80 
e d 
4.So 
S.OO +1.20 2.00 -2.50 
4.00 
NSt 
3.21 
S.sO +1.50 3.00 -0.21 
lone 1.67 
4.00 2.S0 +0.83 
P~.OS. 
p~.OS. 
P~ .• OS. 
-p~.OS. 
p~.OS. 
p~.OS. 
P~.OS. 
p"~.oS. 
-
Legend 
Level 
ot 
S1g-
niti-
canee 
ISc 
lSe 
NBg 
NSh 
+ ;:: ithite respondents ~@l!r than Negro, 
- = 'White respondents lower than Negro. 
--
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delinquents with a low 0.21-point difference, and in the latter 
category white delinquents show 0.60-point higher antioipation 
than the Negro delinquent&l however, both of these differences 
are based at only 20 to 30 per oent levels ot confidenoe. 
Relation between the Mean and Frequenoy Distribution 
of Anticipations by Delinquenoy Categories, Race, 
and Social Class 
A simple inspeotion of the data 1n Table 61 reveal that, 
with the exception of the white and Negro middle olass, there 
are no substant1al per cent d1fferences 1n the d1stribution of 
ocoupat1onal ant1cipation of lower class white and Negro res-
pondents. In the high delinquency category, both the white and 
Negro lower class delinQ,uents reflect a very low mean and per 
cent difference ot anticipation. In the medium category, these 
d1fferenoes are not only very low but it 1s also noteworthy that 
they are based on a high peroentage ot respondents; consequently, 
it appears that within the medium category, lower class white and 
Negro respondents manifest similar behavior 1n teru~ of ant1cipa 
tion. In the low delinquency category, the lower class white and 
-
Negro respondents seem to have very similar anticipations, their 
mean difference is very low, and their per cent difference 
appears to be moderately low; furthermore, these low differences 
are based on a very high per oent of respondents. 
The relatively substantial peroentage difference between 
white and Negro middle class may be related on the extreme low 
..... 
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number ot Negro respondents at that class level partioipating in 
this study. It is noteworthy, that in terms ot total mean value~ 
white middle class delinquents ahow higher delinquenoy than the 
Negro middle class delinquents and, simultaneously, they refleot 
lower antioipation than Negroes. Exaotly the oPPosite relation 
is manifested by the white and Negro middle class non-delinquents 
where all of the white middle class and most of the Negro middle 
olass matohed "non-delinquents" reflect the lowest involvement i~ 
anti-social behavior. However, in the frame of this low delin-
quenoy oategor.y, white middle class "non-delinquents" not only 
show lower mean soore of delinquenoy than the Negro middle olass 
"non-delinquents" within 5 per cent level of oonfidenoe, but they 
also reveal higher antic1pat1on than Negroes. These particular 
relat10ns are oonsistent with the general pattern relationships 
found 1n this study, which indioate that, in general, higher 
delinquenoy is negatively assooiated with the level of antioipa-
tions or aspirations. 
Comparison of ASRirat10nal Mean D1fterenoes 
by Delinqu!ncy Categories, Race« and Class 
Data in Table 62 show that there are no statistioally 
signifioant differenoes in the occupational asp1ration ot white 
and Negro respondents 1f the level of sooial olass and delin-
quenoy is held constant and oompared within eaoh delinquenoy 
soale type oategory separately. As with the oooupational anti-
cipations, the findings conoerned with the ocoupational aspira-
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TABLE 61 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION AND MEAN OF RACIAL DIi'FERENCES IN OCCUPATIONAL 
ANTICIPATIONS: A COMPARISON OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS BY 
HOLDING THEIR CLASS AND DELINQUENCY LEVEL CONSTABl' 
Paired Antlclpational AnticipaUonal Antic1pat.ional 
Samples Il1tf'erences Dif'lerene .. Ditterencas 
by Race o£!!:I!! of lIedium of' Low Total 
and Delinquency Deliilquency DeJJ.nqiiency 
Class Scale Types Scale Types Scala Types 
-<'3S.1-50.0) (15.1-30.0) 10. -:.,!2.12 
» % Hean .. % Mean N % Hean N % Mean 
WDLC ~ 16.7 ,.40 21 70.0 4.67 b 13.3 5.25 30 100.0 4.90 
NDLe :3 18.8 5.33 11 68.7 ,.27 2 12.5 4.00 16 100.0 5.13 
I~~_·t .. 2·1.-9.Ql +1.3 +Q-oo -rO.ts -It:?S +0.2) 
WlJfC 5 41.7 5.hO 5 41.7 3.80 2 16.6 4.50 12 100.0 4.50 
rux None 2 66.7 5.00 133.3 2.00 3 100.0 4.00 
lD1r.: -2.5.0 +1.20 -lb.7 -2 • .50 .. ~.50 
WLC None 1 2.9 4.00 34 97.1 3.21 3S 100.0 3 .. 2,) 
m.c None 2 10.0 5.50 18 90.0 3.00 20 100.0 3.25 
Ml. : -7.~ -+ ~ • .50 t-7.1. -0. 2~ T(,}.Q? 
l-me None None 12 100.0 1.67 12 100.0 1.67 
NMC None 1 33.3 4.00 2 66.7 2.,0 3 100.0 3.00 
.~.: -t--3).) -t-O. t1) 
-t-l.33 
Lei!!!! 
-t- =: \Cite reer than Negro. 
- = \<.hite ower than Negro. 
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TABLE 62 
RACIAL AiD SOCIAL CLASS DIFFERENCES OF THl!: MEAN OJ' OCCUPA'.L'IONAL 
ASPIRATIONS ACCORDING '1'0 DELINQUENCY SCALE TYPES: A COHPARI-
SON OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS BY RACE AND CLASS 
·. 
Paired Asp1rat1onal Level 
Samples Ditterenoes of 
by Del- ot~ Sil-1nquen- De nquena,y . nif'i-
cy, Race Seale Types canoe 
and So- (3S.1-S0.0) 
cial Mean lfe~ 
Class W. 
wow 4.60 
NDLC 4.33 -0.21 NSa 
A8p1rational 
DU'ferencea 
o! Mediu 
Del!iiquency 
Soale Types (15.1-35".0) 
Hean Mean 
W. 
3.11 
3.64 -0.01 
3.00 
3.S0 10.S0 
1.00 
3.00 +2.00 
-~-
None 
4.00 
P~.OS. 
P~.OS. 
p~.05. 
p ~,.o>. 
-
p ""-;, .05. 
"" p-.:..:...oS. 
P~.OS. 
p .0S. 
-Legend 
I 
Level .A8pirat1onal 
of Differences 
S1g- ot Low 
niti- Del ~ nquency 
cance 7cale TnjS 
o - 1$.1 
Mean Mi&n 
Dl£. 
NSb 
-4.1S 
3.$0 ... 1.2S 
ISd 
-4.So 
-3.$0 1.00 
Nst 
-1.91 
1.41 ... 0.41 
1.08 
1.00 -0.08 
Level 
of 
Sig-
nifi-
canoe 
-
NSc 
NSe 
Nsl 
}iSh 
+- = \\bite respondents !1gh8r than Negro. 
- = \tite respondent. _!!!! than Negro. 
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tions of lower and middle class whlte and Negro delinquents and 
non-dellnquents are in accord wlth the fifth hypothesis. Wlthln 
the high delinquency oategory, the aspiratlons of the white and 
Negro lower class dellnquents are very slm11ar. In the medium 
delinquency category, again, the aspiration of whlte and Negro 
delinquents seem to differ the least, and the asplratlon of 
whlte and Negro lower class non-dellnquents the most. In the 
!2!. dellnquency category, the asplratlons of whl te and Negro 
mlddle, as well as whlte and Negro lower class non-dellnquents 
seem to resemble the most, and those of whlte and Negro middle 
olass delinquents seem to dlffer the most; the dlfferentlal as-
pirations of these two latter groups appear to be the most 
strlklng among all other dellnquenoy oategorles, however, an 
examlnatlon of the frequenoy distribution of asplrations must be 
made ln order to see the size of the group on whlch these 
results are based. 
Relatlons between the Mean and Jrequency 
Dlstrlbutlon of Asplrations by 
Delinquency Oategories, Race, 
and SOCial Class 
An exam1natlon of the frequency d1str1but10n presented 
1n Table 63 reveals that, w1th the except10n of the wh1te and 
Negro m1ddle class respondents, there are no substantial per-
oentage d1fferences ln the d1str1but10n of occupatlonal asp1ra-
t10n of those wh1te and Negro lower olass respondents who belong 
to the same delinquenoy level and oategory. In the high 
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TA.BLE 63 
l''REQUENC! DISTRIBU1'IOl.f AND MEAN 01" RACIAL DlFF'ERFliCES ~ OCCUPA'IIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS ACCORDDm TO DELINQUENT SCALE TYPES: A COMPARISON OF 
DELINQtlD'l'S AND l~ON-DELDlQUE.1lTS BY RACE AND CLASS 
- -"""~--"'~"'''''''''''---'- ...... - .,....,~ ..... IIIIII!". ... -_,~_, _____ ~_ .. u .... '" .... _ ... 
Paired AspirationaJ. .Aspirational. Aspirat1ona1 I Samples Diiteranees D1tferenees Ditferences I 
by Delin- ot~ of Medium of Low Total quency, De Y DelIi'iqueney l)el.Iiiijuency 
Raee, and Scale 'l'ypea Scale Types Scale Types I Class (3$.1·50.0) (15.1-30.0) (0 - 15.1) 
-----, "--,~,, Iioi .. 
H ~ Hean I ~ Mean N ~ He_ N % Hean 
..... . 
WDLC $ 16.1 h.60 2l 70.0 3.n 4 13.3 h.1S 30 100.0 h.oo 
NDLC 3 18.8 4.33 U 68.1 J.64 2 12.5 3.>0 16 100.0 3.15 
~ff.t -?l -O.g7 +1.3 __ ...(,).·91 .!".()_!~ -1.25 -Q.25_ 
ioJDMC $ 41.1 4.20 5 41.7 3.00 2 16.6 4.50 12 100.0 3.4$ 
NIJ.IJ None 2 66.1 3.50 1 ]3.3 1.00 3 100.0 2.61 
Dill. : -_~.O 1-0.50 -16.7 -3.50 . - ~,., ~ "O:'rn: 
it/to 1 2.9 1.00 3h 97.1 1.91 35 100.0 1.89 
NLC 2 l~~.oo 18 90.0 1.44 20 100.0 1.60 Dl!l. : .. -. + .00 .J:] :!. -0.47 -0.29 
.. --
W.KC lone 12 100.0 1 .. 08 12 100.0 1.08 
NHC 1 33.3 4.00 2 66.7 1.00 3 100.0 2.00 
Dirt. : -r-.3.3 • .3 -0.00 .-+t5.~~ 
---
--
Legend 
+= 'tit. rp~ than legro. 
-= t-hi te ~ than Negro. 
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delinquency category, white and Negro lower class delinquents 
show a very low mean score difference of asp1rat1on, and th1s is 
accompan1ed by a low percentage difference as well. It may be 
noted that in th1s h1gh del1nquency category Negroes have some-
what h1gher asp1rat1ons than the wh1te del1nquent. In the medium 
delinquency category, the white and Negro lower class del1nquents 
show not only the smallest mean score d1fference of aspirat10ns 
1n the entire sample, accompan1ed by a low percentage d1fference, 
but these low d1fferences are based on a substant1al proport1on 
of the lower class del1nquent respondents} consequently, these 
two groups appear to have s1m1lar behavior 1n asp1rat1ons. In 
the ~del1nquency category, the relat1vely low asp1rat10nal 
and percentage d1fferences shown by the wh1te and Negro lower 
class non-de11nquent respondents seem to reflect the most 1mpres-
s1ve s1m11ar1ty 1n the aspirat10nal behav10r of the two races, 
because 1t 1s founded on a very h1gh percentage of these two 
non-de11nquent groups. It is also noteworthy that in the low 
de11nquency category, Negro respondents cons1stently show some-
what h1gher asp1rations than white respondents of identical 
delinquency and soc1al class level. 
As 1n the case of occupational ant1cipat1on, here, too, 
the relat1vely substantial percentage difference in the distribu-
t10n of asp1rat10n levels among wh1te and Negro m1ddle class 
respondents may be related to the very small number of Negro 
middle class indiv1duals part1c1pating 1n this study. And Just 
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as it was reported earlier that negative associat10n exists 
between the level of anticipat10n and delinquency, here too, 
there is a negat1ve relation between trle level of delinquency 
1nvolvement and the level of aspirations. Therefore, in terms of 
6eneral pattern relat10nships between asp1rat1on and delinquency 
found in th1s study, the lower aspirat10nal level of the white 
middle class de11nquents than that of the Negro m1ddle class 
de11nquents seems to be related to the h1gher de11nquency of 
wh1te middle class de11nquents than those of Negroes; and con-
versely, the hi~ler aspirational level at the white and m1ddle 
class "non-delinquent" respondents than those of Negro middle 
class "non-delinquents" within the low delinquency category 
appears to be related to the signif1cantly lower delinquency 
involvement of white respondents than of Negroes. 
Conclud1ng Remarks 
The maJor question asked 1n this hypothesis was: Is 
there any signif1cant difference in the level of occupat1onal 
ant1cipation and asp1rat10n of white and Negro 1ndividuals if 
their level of de11nquency and soc1al class is held constant? 
Summarizing the findings of th1s section in the light of those 
few ava1lable and d1rectly app11cable works and theor1es, the 
follow1ng 1tems deserve mention: 
1. If for general and 1n1t1al purposes only the over-
all d1fferences between the occupat10nal ant1c1pat10ns and 
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aspirations of delinquents and of non-delinquents are examined, 
the data of our findings indicate that in terms of ~ ambition 
level, significant differences exist in the level of occupationa 
anticipation and aspiration of delinquents and non-delinquents 
only within the low delinquency scale type category where non-
delinquents show signif1cantly higher ambitional levels than 
de11nquents. The general tendency is that as the level of del1n 
quency involvement increases, the level of anticipations and 
aspirations decreases. Thus, there is an 1nverse or negat1ve 
relation between these two var1ables. In terms of frequency 
d1stribution, while the great majority of the matched "non-
delinquents" fall w1thin the range of low delinquency category 
-
and show h1gh antic1pations and asp1rations, only a very low 
percentage of delinquents do sOJ conversely, while the great 
majority of delinquents fall 1n the range of medium and a sub-
stantial per cent in the ryi~h delinquency category and show pro-
portionately decreas1ng low ant1c1pations and aspirat10nsl only 
a very low per cent of "non-de11nquents" do so. 
2. If for more 1ntensive analysis, de11nquents and non-
delinquents are subd1v1ded into rac1al categories, and only the 
differences between the occupat1cnal antic1pat1on of delinquent 
wh1te and Negro, and of non-delinquent white and Negro respond-
ents are eXP,mined, our find1ngs 1nd1cate that, 1n terms of mean 
-
amb1t1on levels and of delinquency scale types, there are no 
significant d1fferences between the level of occupational 
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anticipations and aspirations of wh1te and Negro del1nquents, and 
of white and Negro non-de11nquents. Furthermore, there are no 
substantial percentage differences between the two races in any 
of the three del1nquency categor1es. 
In the h1g~ delinquency scale type category there are 
only delinquents; their occupational antiCipation level is the 
closest. and aspiration level very close in the entire sample; 
these results are based on a moderate percentage of delinquents. 
In the medium delinquency category both the anticipations and 
aspirations of white delinquents are sonlewhat higher than those 
of Negro delinquents; the least difference is between their level 
of aspirations. but the anticipational levels may also be 
regarded as close; while the highest proportion of delinquents 
occur in the medium delinquency category and show a low per cent 
difference. only a very low proportion of "non-delinquents" 
belong to this category and show higher percentage differences 
of anticipation and aspiration between white and Negro respond-
ents than the delinquents of the same scale category. In the 
low delinquency scale type category, the differences in the anti 
-
cipational and aspirational levels of white and Negro delinquent 
become more pronounced than those shown in the higher delinquenc 
categories, but they are based only on a low proportion of 
delinquents; the ambitional differences of white and Negro non-
delinquents are small and these results are based on a very 
great proportion of non-delinquents. In general, white and 
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Negro non-de11nquents show somewhat greater percentage d1fferen-
ces than de11nquents of the two races. White de11nquents are 
only 1n the med1um de11nquenoy category higher 1n ambitions than 
Negro de11nquents; and white non-de11nquent respondents show 
higher antic1pations and aspirations than ~egro non-delinquent 
respondents 1n both the med1um and low delinquency categOries. l 
3. According to the specific requirements imposed by the 
fifth hypothesiS, the ocoupational ant1cipation and asp1rat10n 
of white and Negro de11nquents and of wh1te and Negro non-de11n-
quenta were oompared 1n terms of so01al class and de11nquency 
scale type categor1es. Th1s seot1on 1s the most essent1al part 
of the hypothes1s. Data of our f1ndings reveal that w1thin the 
1nd1vidual de11nquency scale type oategories there are no s1gn1-
f1cant d1fferences between the ocoupational ant1cipat1ons and 
asp1rat10ns of white and Negro de11nquents, and between those of 
white and Negro non-de11n~uents 1f the1r soc1al class level 1s 
held constant. Furthermore, with the except10n of the wh1te and 
Negro middle class, there are no substantial percentabe differ-
enoes 1n the d1str1bution of amb1tion levels 1n any of the three 
delinquenoy scale type categor1es for the lower class respondents 
lP1nd1ngs of this study w1th respect to the occupat10nal 
ant1c1pat10ns and asp1rations of wnite and Negro non-de11nquent 
respondents are very close to those reported by: Stephenson, op 
c1t., pp. 209-10, who found no s1gnificant difference between ~e 
asp1rations of the two raoes, but found the "plan" of Negroes 
lower than of wh1tes; G1st and Bennett, 0a. c1t., who found no 
d1fference; R1vera, Ope c1t., who reporte high mobi11ty aspira-
tions among both white and Negro respondents. 
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In the high delinquency categor~, the smallest difference 
of the entire sample is shown in the anticipation# and a very low 
difference in the aspiration level of the white and Negro lower 
class delinquents. The percent difference is also very low in 
this category. These low differences between the ambition level 
of whites and Negroes are based on a moderate percentage of lower 
class delinquents. In this high delinquency category, Negro 
lower class delinquents show somewhat higher occupational ambi-
tions than the white delinquents. It is also noteworthy, that 
more than 40 per cent of the white delinquents are represented in 
this high delinquency category with a very low anticipational 
level and a relatively low aspirational level. There are no 
Negro middle class individuals in this category. 
In the medium d~lin5uency categor~, the smallest differ-
ence of the entire sample is shown between the aspiration, and a 
low difference between the anticipation levels of the wnite and 
Negro lower class delinquents. Again, the percent difference is 
very low. These low d1fferences between the ambition levels of 
white and Negro delinquents are founded on a very substantial 
proportion of lower class delinquents. It is also noteworthy tta 
more than 40 per cent of the white, and more than 66 per cent of 
the Negro middle class delinquents are represented in this cate-
gory with relatively low ambitionsl levels. Only s tragmentary 
proportion of "non-delinquents tt tall in this category and tL.ey 
too show low ambition levels. 
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In the low delinquency category. the white and Negro 
lower class non-delinquent respondents show the smallest antici-
pational and aspirational difference in terms of mean scores. 
Their percentage difference is mode rate l:r' low. TLese differences 
are related to a very high proportion of white and Negro res-
pondents. The white and Nebro middle class respondents show the 
greatest differences. Although the mean score difference in 
occupational ambitions between tLe white and Negro middle class 
non-delinquent respondents is low .. however, they show a sub-
stantial percentage difference; in tl1is category, tL.e anticipa-
tions of white non-delinquents are greater, and aspirations are 
smaller than those of Negro non-delinquents. The greatest anti-
cipational and aspiI'at1onal difference is betwet;n those of white 
and Negro middle class delinquents. However .. it is important to 
note tc!at these d1fferences are based on a very low number of 
Negro respondents and 1t would be prohibitive to make ans major 
generalizations from these results. l 
As a final remark .. it is worthwhile to note that our 
class and race relevant data indicate a trend of negative 
-
lSince this writer did not encounter any other study to 
present Similarly refined categories as are furnished in the pre-
sent research .. only some distant and general conclusions can be 
made conoerning the support or rejection of the findings of the 
fifth nypothesis by other studies. In general terms .. the nega-
tive relat10n between delinquency and aspirations is supported by 
most of the revised studies .. but especially those by Selden .. 
0E •• cit ... Pine .. op ci~ ... etc. 
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assoc1at10n between the level of de11nquency 1nvolvement and the 
level of occupat10nal ambit10ns. Departures from this pattern 
relat10nsh1p are shown mainly when the findings are based on a 
very low number ot respondents. Throughout the ent1re study, 
our f1nd1ngs also indicate that the white middle class delin-
quents show the lowest anticipational or aspirational scores, 
and conversely, they man1fest the h1ghest de11nquenoy levels 
among all others. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
AND SUGGESTIONS POR PURTHER STUDY 
Summa~ and Conolusions 
The primary purpose of this stUdy was to examine and com 
pare the level of oocupational aspirations and antioipations and 
of educational aspirations of a sample of institutionalized de-
linquents and of a second sample of matched "non-de11nquent 
boys,,,l and by matohing them as closely as poss1ble" to deter-
m1ne whether they w111 s1gnifioantly d1ffer from eaoh other" as 
well as to evaluate the manner in Wh1ch they d1ffer. 
The collection of the analyzed data were obtained by 
means of an anonymous questionna1re adm1nistered to 81 institu-
t1ona11zed de11nquents at St. Charles Tra1n1ng School for Boys 
of the State of Illinois, and to 212 adolescents selected with-
out known delinquency reoords. The study was conducted in the 
autumn and winter ot 1964 among 17-year old ind1viduals matched 
1n the following manner: (1) age" 1.e., only 17-year old per-
sons were inoluded; (2) sex, i.e., only boys were investigated; 
lFor the 1nterpretat1on of the term "non-de11nquent" It se 
footnote 1 on page 3. 
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(3) race, i.e., only white and Negro adolescents were partici-
pants; and (4) soc1al class. l After the matching of non-delin-
quents with delinquents was completed 1n term.s of these four 
social factors, the final analys1s of th1s study has been based on 
61 delinquent and 70 non-delinquent indiv1duals. 
The relat10nships between the variables of occupational 
ambitions and discrepancy, social class, race" educat10nal aspir-
ations and degree of educational interest, and of the level of 
delinquency were analyzed. Hollingshead's Two Factor Index of 
Social.Position was used as the measuring tool for socio-economic 
status, and his Occupational Scale for the measurement of the 
level of occupational aspirat1ons, anticipations, and of discre-
pancies. Educational aspiration was determined by an item asking 
respondents how far they 1ntended to go in school. The degree or 
level of interest in higher educat10n was measured with a set of 
three items; these were fou~to constitute a Guttman quasi-scale, 
and were used only as supplemental checks to determine whether thE 
level of edUcational aspiration is actualized by a corresponding 
degree of educational interest. Delinquency was measured by a 
ten-item Guttman-type scale. Student's ~ distr1bution test, 
Product-Moment Correlation, Spearman-Brown formula, and Chi-squarE 
were the principal statistical techniques used as aids in testing 
the hypotheses of this study. 
lPor some additional efforts exerted, cf., footnote 1 on 
page 6. 
The following hypotheses were tested: 
1. Both delinquents and non-delinquents asp1re to and 
ant1cipate higher occupations than the one held by their fathers 
or breadwinners. 
2. There is a more frequent and greater discrepancy 
among delinquents than among non-delinquents concerning their 
occupational aspirations and anticipations. 
3. It is hypothes1zed that. 1n general. educational as-
pirations will be related more closely to occupat1onal antic1~a­
tions than to ocoupational aspirat10ns and this will be espec al-
ly true for the lower class respondents. the Negro respondents. 
and the de11nquent respondents. This means, therefore. that 
comparisons between occupational ant1cipations and aspirations 
will form the follow1ng pattern: <a> where both occupat1onal 
aspirations and anticipations are low, educat10nal aspirat10n 
will be low, re~ardles8 of differences of class, race, or delin-
quency record; lb> where both occupational aspirat10ns and anti-
01pations are high~ there will be h1gh educational aspiration, 
but m1ddle class w ite and non-delinquent respondents will be 
higher than others} and (c) there will be a moderate inverse 
relation between occupational discrepancy and educational aspira-
t1on, i.e •• when ocoupat10nal discrepanc1es increase, educational 
aspirations will decrease, or conversely, when educational aspir-
ations inorease, occupational discrepancies decrease. 
4. The educational aspiration of delinquents is lower 
than of non-delinquents if their olass level is held constant. 
5. The occupational antioipation and aspiration level of 
boys of different races are not significantly different if the 
level of social class and delinquency is held constant. 
In general, hypotheses 1, 3. 4. and 5 were accepted, and 
hypothesis 2 was reJected. These findings are summarized below 
in relation to the five hypotheses according to whioh the analy-
sis of the data in this study proceeded. 
1. Findin~s relating to the first Hypothesis.--In gener-
al, both the delinquents and non-delinquents anticipate and 
aspire to occupations above their level of origin. However, the 
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follow1ng departures from th1s general pattern have been 
observed: 
a) The relat1ve ant1c1eat1onal level ot del1nquents 
1n general and that of wh1te and Negro del1nquents 1n part1cu1ar 
1s not s1gn1f1cantly h1gher than the occupat1ona1 level of 
fathers. Spec1al not1ce was taken of the fact that wh1te middle 
class del1nquents anticipate s1gn1ficantly lower occupat1onal 
levels than those of fathers. Only non-delinquent respondents 
reflect s1gn1ficantly h1gher ant1c1pat10ns than del1nquents, and 
w1th the except10n of the Negro non-del1nquent m1ddle class res-
pondents who show only equal ant1c1pat10n at the occupat10nal 
level of fathers, the h1gher relat1ve ant1c1pat10n of non-del1n-
quents rema1ns at that (h1gher) level 1n terms ot both rac1al and 
soc1al class subd1v1s10ns, 1.e., tor both the wh1te and Negro 
non-de11nquent respondents and for wh1te lower and m1ddle class, 
as well as, for the Negro lower class respondents. 
b) The relat1ve asp1rat10nsl level of the wh1te 
middle class de11nquents 1s lower, and those ot the Negro m1ddle 
class non-del1nquent respondents 1s not s1gn1f1cantly h1gher tha~ 
the occupat10nal level of fathers. W1th these two except10ns, 1~ 
terms of both rac1al and soc1al class subd1v1s10ns, all other 
groups show s1gn1f1cantly h1gher asp1rations than the occupat10n-
al level of fathers. 
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It is worth notice that, with the exception of the white 
middle class non-del1nquent respondents, in all other cases, 
Negro respondents reveal higher occupational asp1rations than 
the white respondents. 
2. Findings related to the Second Hupothes1s.--Contrary 
to the hypothesized pred1ot1on, 1n general, there 1s a greater 
and more frequent occupat1onal discrepancy among non-de11nquents 
than del1nquents. Accord1ngly, non-de11nquents d1splay greater 
and more frequent downward rev1s1ons of occupat1onal aspirat10ns 
• 
than del1nquents. In terms of race and soc1al class subd1v1s1on 
and from the p01nt of v1ew ot departures from the observed gen-
eral pattern relations, the follow1ng aspeots deserve ment1on: 
a) Both the Negro delinquents and non-de11nquents 
show h1gher occupat10nal asp1rat10ns and d1screpano1es, and lowe 
ant1c1pations, as well as higher per cent of downward sca11ng of 
asp1rations than white delinquents and non-dellnquents respect-
ively. W1thin each race, non-delinquents reflect greater and 
more frequent downward sca11ngs than the de11nquents of the 
correspond1ng race. Departures from these are reported here 
below. 
b) In terms of soc1al class subd1vis10ns and the 
level of discrepancy, both the wh1te and Negro m1ddle class 
delinquents manifest gI'eater disorepancy than the white and 
Negro m1ddle class non-de11nquent respondents respect1vely. 
Th1s aspect corresponds to the pred1ct1on of the hypothes1s and 
~ 
I 
" 
jiiiP 
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it reflects a greater downward revision by middle class delin-
quents than by the middle class non-delinquents. However. in 
terms of percentages, only the Negro middle class delinquents 
report higher percentages of downward scaling than the Negro 
middle class non-delinquents. This higher frequency of downward 
revision of the Negro middle class delinquents is based on a 
lower level of occupational ambitions than those of the Negro 
middle class non-delinquents. Our data do not seem to lend a 
clear solution to these departures. 
3. F1nd1nis related to the Th1rd HlPothesis.--Findings 
of this hypothesis will be reported acoord1ng to and in terms of 
its three related aspects. 
a) In general, educational aspirations of respondents 
are more closely related to and show higher correlation w1th the 
level of occupational ant1c1pations than oocupat10nal aspira-
tions. This is somewhat more oharacteristio of de11nquents than 
non-delinquents 1f 1ndividuals are d1chotomized 1nto and compared 
in terms of these two different groups. If the same two groups 
are exposed to some further analysis aocording to race and soc1al 
class, some departUres from th1s general pattern will be observe 
(1) Negro delinquents reflect h1gher correlation 
between occupational anticipation and educat10nal aspiration 
than the Negro non-delinquents, but this correlation 1s lower 
than that one between occupational and educational aspirations. 
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(2) In terms of soc1a1 class breakdown, only the 
wh1te lower class de11nquents show the hypothes1zed h1gher corre-
lation between educat10na1 asp1rat10ns and occupat10na1 ant1c1-
pat10ns. Others do not. 
b} In general, the hypothesized pos1t1ve assoc1at10n 
between the parallel 1ncrease of the occupat10na1 asp1rat10ns 
and ant1c1pat10ns, and between the level of educat10nal asp1ra-
t10ns appear to be supported by our f1ndings. Under each discre-
pancy category, for both the de11nquents and non-del1nquents, as 
well as in terms of rac1al and soc1al class breakdown, our 
f1nd1ngs reveal that the level of educat10na1 asp1rat1ons 1s the 
lowest 1n the "Low" occupat1ona1 asp1rat1on category, and pro-
gress1ve1y h1gher 1n the subsequent h1gher categor1es, and the 
h11-hest in the I1H1gh" oocupat10na1 asp1rat1on category. Our 
data also show that non-de11nquents in general, and m1ddle class 
wh1te and non-de11nquent respondents 1n part1cu1ar, man1fest 
h1gher educat10nal asp1rations than others. However, as the 
ana1ys1s progress1ve1y advanoes toward smaller groups ot the 
same sample, then relatively frequent deeartures are observed. 
(1) In terms of racial oompar1son, both the Negro 
de11nquents and non-del1nquents frequently show as h1gh or h1ghe 
educat10nal aspirations than the wh1te respondents respectively, 
but these 1nstances are based on low percentages of Negroes. 
(2) In terms of both rac1a1 and social class, 1n 
the h1gher occupational categories, a verx low eer cent of the 
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white lower class delinquents show higher educational aspirations 
than others. In general, white middle class delinquents show 
lower educational aspirations than others. 
c) The findings of this study show that there is a 
negative relation between the level of occupational discrepancy 
and of educational aspirat10ns. For both the delinquents and 
non-de11nQuents, and in terms of the racial and social class com-
par1sons, as the level of the occupatlonal discrepancy progres-
slvely 1ncreases, the level of eduoatlonal aspirations consls-
tently decreases. There are only a few deearture, from this 
pattern relationship. 
(1) In terms of rac1al dichotomy, lnstead of 
decrease, both the wh1te and Negro de11nQuents of the lower 
aspiratlon categorles show either 1ncrease or no change at all in 
the level of educatlonal asp1ratlons as the level of occupational 
d1screpancy increases. 
(2) In terms of both racial and social class com-
parison, white middle class delinquents 1n the "High" occupa-
tional category, and wh1te lower class de11nQuents 1n the "Low" 
occupat1onal categor1es, reflect an 1ncrease instead of a 
decrease of educat10nal asp1rat1ons as the level of discrepancy 
increases. 
4. Find1ggs related to the Fourth Hypothes1s.--Find1ngs 
of th1s hypothes1s reveal that there is a cons1stent ne~ative 
associat10n between the level of educat10nal aspirat10n or 
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interest in higher education and the variable of delinquency. 
For both delinquents and non-delinquents~ educational aspirations 
for college or university are aotualized by corresponding degree 
of eduoational interest or motivation for higher eduoation. So 
of the speoifio oharaoteristios of these pattern relations will 
be desoribed here below. 
a) In terms of raoial oomparison~ non-delinquent 
respondents of both whites and Negroes show signifioantly higher 
soores and refleot substantially greater peroentages of educa-
tional aspirations or interest in higher eduoation than white an 
Negro delinquents respeotively. These relations persist also 
when the analysis is extended to the sooial olass groups of 
raoes. Negro respondents show somewhat higher level of eduoa-
tional aspiration and interest than white respondents~ but these 
differenoes have no statistioal signifioanoe; furthermore_ white 
respondents appear in ~reate~ proportions under higher eduoation 
al aspiration and interest oategories than Negroes. 
b) H1gher sooial olass or1gin has a positive effeot 
on both eduoational aspiration and on higher eduoational interes 
level~ 1n general. However~ white middle class delinquents mani 
fest the lowest eduoational aspiration and interest, whioh is 
perfeotly consistent with their lower occupational ambition and 
high delinquenol levels~ as well as with the general ?attern 
relationships observed in this study. 
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5. Find1ngs related to tHe Fifth Hypothes1s.--Before 
summar1z1ng the f1nd1ngs of the present hypothes1s. it seems to 
be important to provide a glimpse into the level of average 
delinquenci 1nvolvement of respondents. If the socj,al class 
groups of both the de11nquents and "non-delinquents"l are placed 
1n rank-order accord1ng to the magn1tude of del1nquency 1nvolve-
ment, then the following 1llustrat1on shows that the wh1te m1ddle 
class del1nquents man1fest the highest del1nquency rank, and the 
wh1te middle class "non-del1nquents" the lowest de11nquency 
1nvolvement. Th1s prel1minary report about the level of del1n-
quency 1s necessary for an understand1ng of 1ts negat1ve relat10n 
8 = Most de11n9uent 1 = Least de11nquent 
876 5 432 1 
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to the level of occupat1onal ambit1ons. Accord1ngto our find-
1ngs, the general tendency 1s that as the level of de11nquency 
1nvolvement 1ncreases, the level of occupat1onal ant1c1pations 
and aspirations deoreases. However, s1gnificant differences in 
the level of ocoupat1onal anticipation and asp1ration of delin-
quents and non-delinquents occur onl~ within the low delinquenol 
scale.tlpe cate50:r;gr, where "non-delinquents" show significantly 
1 Cf., footnote 1 on page 3. 
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higher ambi tional leve Is than delinquents.. In terms of fr'equency 
distributions, while the greatest proportion of nog-delin9uents 
fall within the range of low delinquency categorl and manifest 
high aspirations and anticipations, only a very low percentage of 
delinquents dO so, and conversely, while the great maJority of 
delinquents fall in the medium and a substantial per cent in the 
high delinquency category and show proportionately decreasing 
low anticipationa and aspirations, only a very low per cent of 
non-delinquents do so. Some changes or departures from this 
general pattern according to race and social class will be 
briefly reported here below. 
a) In terms of racial comparison, there are no signifi-
cant mean scores and no substantial percentage differences in 
the level and distribution of the occupational anticipations and 
aspirations of white lnd Negro delinquents, or of white and Negro 
non-delinquent respondents in any of the three delinquency scale 
type categories. For white and Negro delinguents, anticipations 
are closest in the high delinquency category, and the most 
different in the low delinquency category; aspirations of the 
two delinquent groups are closest in the medium delinquency cate-
gory, and the most different in the low delinquency category. 
For white and Negro non-delinguent respondents, anticipations and 
aspirations are closest in the low, 
-225-
and the most dlfferent ln the medlum dellnquency category. In 
general, whlte and Negro non-delinquents reflect somewhat hlgher 
levels and percentage dlfferences of occupatlonal ambitions than 
the dellnquents of the two races. Only ln the medlum delinquency 
category ls hlgher ambltlon level shown by the white than the 
Negro delinquents, but again, the mean differences are 
insignlflcant. 
b) In terms of both racial and soclal class diversi-
fioat10n, there are no slgnif1cant differences between tne ocou-
patlonal anticipation and aspiration levels of wh1te and Negro 
dellnquents, and between those of white and Negro non-delinquent 
respondents if their 800ial class and delinquency levels are held 
constant. To this it s}~uld be added that statistical t-score 
test reveals that there are no signlfioant differences in the 
level of delinquency ir.volvement under any of the three delln-
quency categories. With the exception of the white and Negro 
middle class, there are no substantial percentage differences in 
the distribution of ambition levels in any of the three delln-
quency categories for the lower class respondents. For the white 
and Negro lower cl~Bs delinquents, anticipations are elosest in 
the high and aspirations in the medium delinquency categories. 
For the white and Negro middle clats delinguents the level of 
both occupational anticipations and aspirat10ns reflects the 
greatest difference in the entire sample; to this it sl~uld be 
added that white middle class delinquents show the lowest 
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anticipational and aspirational scores, and conversely, they 
reflect the highest delinquency among all others. 
Among white and Negro "non-delinquents," the antic1pa-
tional levels of the white and Negro lower class non-delinquent 
respondents, and the sspirational levels of the wh1te and Negro 
middle class respondents show the smallest d1fferences. It 18 
noteworthy that these low ambit10nal differences are actualized 
by a very h1gh proportion of these 1ndiv1duals and they are 
represented 1n the low de11nquency category. 
Although none of the rev1ewed theor1es or research works 
are directly app11cab1e to the f1nd1ngs of th1s study, neverthe-
less, in a broader sense, it 8eems possible to evaluate br1efly 
its relations to these sources of reterence. In general, the 
body of data wh1ch support this study appear to be 1n over-
whelming majority, and tho8e which reject it in the minority. 
1, StUdies conduoted by Empey,l Rivera,2 and Caro3 
invariably agree that 1n an absolute sense, both the level of 
-
occupat10na1 aspirations and anticipations are pos1t1ve1y asso-
ciated with the level of soo1o-economic c1as8. These works are 
in agreement with the findings ot the present study. W1th Empey 
l&mpey, Ope oit. 
2Rivera, Ope oit. 
3Caro, Ope oit. 
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and Rivera 1t may be argued that not only the absolute, but also 
the relat1ve oooupational amb1t10ns show the influenoe of so01al 
olass baokground, and that these relat1ve measures of occupa-
tional ambitions reflect a w1despread acceptance of upward mob11-
~ among all adolesoents. Merto~l who theorizes that ~ indi-
v1duals strive for the same lofty goals is only in partial agree-
ment with this position because it implies that occupational 
amb1t10ns do not d1ffer by olass posit10n. It should be made 
clear that our findings dO not support either the deterministio 
role ooncept of so01al class conoerning its 1nfluenoe on aspira-
t10ns, or the completely ega11tar1an oonceptJ the former one 
1mp11es that only upper-class individuals manifest higher 
aspirations and that lower-class individuals have not internalize 
the goal of educat10nal and occupational suocess in any signifi-
cant degree; the egalitar1an ooncept--like that of Merton's--
implies no differential levels of aspirations by sooial olass. 
However, our findings support workB based on refined theories of 
occupational ambition which oontend that While relative asp1ra-
tions and anticipations both differ from their level of origin, 
-
simultaneously, both the relative and the absolute aspirations, 
as well as antioipations also differ from each other. 
2. The refined theories and researoh stud1es of ocoupa-
tional aspiration and ant10ipation imply the phenomenon of 
lMerton, OPe cit. 
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occupat1onal discrepanc~ wh1ch is produced by the difference 
between the level of asp1rat1on and anticipat1on. This study is 
1n agreement with Carol and Rlvera2 who found that, In general, a 
hi~h dlscrepancl score may be taken as 1ndlcatlve of perception 
of limitations in accessibility to aspired occupations and of a 
strong tendency to scale down occupat1onal asp1rations or con-
versely, a low d1screeancl score may be taken as 1nd1catlve of a 
favorable percept10naf accesslbl11ty to deslred occupational 
goals and a corresponding hlgh degree of confldence to achleve 
that valued goal. 
3. Findings ln this study also support Waldo's work 
which cltes evldence 1n showing that the level of educational 
aspirations are aotualized by a corresponding degree of educa-
tional 1nterest or motivatlon. 3 
4. In general, the present research supports the find-
ings of Holloway,4 Stephenson,S and of Rivera6 who indicate that 
high educatlonal and occupatlonal aspirations are shared by both 
the white and Negro respondents, but whlte and Negro lower class 
adolescents manifest a greater degree ot downward scalin~ of 
asplrations than the white middle class indlviduals. 
lCaro, op.c1t. 
3waldo, op. clt. 
5StePhenson, 0p. c1t. 
2R1vera, op. c1t. 
4HOlloway, op. cit. 
6R1vera, op. cit. 
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5. Among the tew ava11ab1e stud1es related to the 1nves-
t1gat10n ot both the level of occupational ambit10ns and delin-
quency, this study provides support to several researches in 
showing that, in general, there is a negative association 
between the level ot delinquency and ot occupational ambitions, 
as well as between delinquency and educational aspirations. 
Pinel reported that highly upward mobile individuals were less 
involved in delinquenoy than the adolescents in the downwardly 
mobile positions. Rivera2 found negative association between 
the variable ot delinquency and occupational ambitions. Epps3 
finds this negative relation only between delinquency and educa-
tional but not occupational aspirations; 1n this latter aspect 
our findings do not support Epps' theory in his study. 
As a final remark in this section, it is worthwhile to 
note that social psychological studies provide an impressive 
body of data in the support of most ot our findings. Selden4 
reports that in his survey of literature, substantial numbers of 
investigations reveal that delinquents set a lower level of 
aspiration and tend to have smaller discrepancy scores than non-
delinquents. Selden himself confirmed these previous findings 
in his own doctoral dissertation and he also reported that 
lP1ne, 0p." c1t. 
3EPPS , OPe c1t. 
2R1vera, 012. c1t. 
4Selden, 012. c1t. 
I~ 
jll!1 
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delinquents show less flexibility in sh1fting asp1rational goals 
than the non-delinquents. Although most of the soclalpsycholo-
gical studies are not directly applicable to sociological compar-
isons, yet studies of this nature conducted under rigidly con-
trolled laboratory settings, provide a gOOti general back6round 
tor sociologioal investigations. ThUS, it may be concluded t(~t 
Bolid body ot evidence furnished by so01al psYChological stud1es, 
although not direotly, but indirectly, provides valuable support 
to the findings of this re8earch and to the observations of other 
sociological studies supporting the present investigation. 
L1~itatio~~ ot the Stud~ 
One of the major limitations of this work 1s related to 
the relatively small number of respondents involved in the analy-
sis. It i8, however, surprising that there is a consIstency in 
most of the behavior patterns found in the sample, as well as, 
that of other investigatIons providing the support tor its find-
Ings. It must be made olear, nevertheless, that no olaim for 
generalization 18 attempted by thls research and that any of Its 
flndings wl11 have to be verified by a oons1derabl:; larger sample 
, 
and even more refined categorles than presented here In this 
Investigatlon. 
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SUggestions for Further Study 
Above all, it would seen that further research in the 
area of occupational and educational aspirations would require 
more ref1ned tools of 1nvest1gat1on and the explorat1on of new 
approaches than is provided here. 
Select10n of a sample wh1ch is based on a large segment 
of the population, w1th close attent10n to their ethical back-
eround, as well as a sample wh1ch included all major soc10-
economical categories 1s suggested. A "pure" non-delinquent con-
trol group would be advisable, too, in any such future stud1es. 
The most constructive aspect of any other similar study would be 
to explore the possibility of a follow-up study for the benefit 
of the society at large and of the next generation. 
APPENDICES 
APPENDIX I 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Terms of this appendix have been designed to furnish pri-
mary information. Both the cross references (i.e., the "see" and 
"see also" references) and the preceeding Chapter II entitled as 
"Theoretical Perspectives" will present some additional informa-
tion or analysiS. Consequently, for a more complete under-
standing of these terminologies, an integrated use of the 
appendix and of Chapter II will be required. 
A~~olute Occupational Anticipation.--The distance (in 
scores) between the stated occupational antiCipation of respon-
dents of two d1fferent social classes; in the present study, the 
comparat1ve distance between the antiCipation of m1ddle and lower 
1 
class boys. 
Absolute Occupat1onal Asp1ration.--The distance (in 
scores) between the stated occupat1onal aspiration of respondents 
of two different social classes; in the present study, the com-
parative distance between the aspiration of middle and lower 
2 
class boys. 
lLaMar T. Empey, "Social Class and Occupational Aspira-
tion: A Comparison of Absolute and Relative Measurement," Am • 
. Soc. Rev., XXI, No.6 (Dec., 1956), 704-5. --
2Ibid • 
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Anticipation.-~: Occupational anticipation. 
Aspiration level.-~: Level ot aspiration. 
Delinquency.--In this study, it reters to an anti-sooial 
behavior oommitted by l7-year old legally adjudicated institu-
tionalized juveniles; this aot is either categorically prohib-
ited by law or it may be lawfully interpreted as oonstitut1ng 
de11nquency. The sever1ty of nor:m-v1olat1ng behav10r 1s deter-
m1ned by the norms and mores of the dominant culture with1n 
which the delinquent 11ves. l 
Discrepa~cl.-~: Goal-discrepancy. 
Ed~cational Aspirations.-~: Level of educational 
asp1ration (LEA). 
Express1o~ levels.--An operational definition referr1ng 
to the "stiaulus question wording eliciting the two response 
levels ot the aspiration model, realistic and 1dealistic."2 It 
1s des1gned to~st1mate the points which bound the range of a 
person's level of asp1rat10n at anyone time."3 Realistic and 
lef., Gerald J. Pine, "The Significance of the Relation-
ships between Social Class Status. Social Mobility. and Delin-
quent Behavior" (unpublished Ph. D. dissertation. Dept. of Educ-
ation. Boston Un1versity. 1963). PP. 70 and 72. 
2A• O. Haller and I. W. Miller. The Occupational ASR1ra-
tion Scale: Theory, Structure and Correlates, Dept. of Socio-
logy ana Antfiropoiogy. Agricultural EXperiment Station. M1ch1gan 
University, Teohn1cal Bullet1n No. 288 (East Lans1ng, Michigan: 
Michigan Univers1ty, 1963), pp. 18 and 8. 
3Ibid., p. 8 • 
........... 
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1dea11st1c express10n levels are 1nd1cators ot the lower and 
upper boundar1es ot an 1nd1v1dual's level of asp1rat1on, respec-
tively. In this study, the realistic express10n level 1s 
represented by the following quest10nnaire item: 
1. What il the occupation or Job you are really sure 
lOU can have by the time you are an adult (e.g., 
DY the tIme when you are 30 years old)? 
The occupation or Job il (SPECIFY) _____________ • 
The 1dealistic expression level i8 represented by the following 
1tem of the questionnaire: 
2. If you could freel~ choose any occupation or Job 
in the world (as t e fulfillment ot lour dream), 
what Job(s) would you p1ck? 
The occupation or Job I would pick is (SPECIFY) 
--------------------------------------------~. 
See also: T1me-d1mension per10ds. 
Goal d1screeancy.--The difference between the stated 
occupational aspiration and antiCipation usually expressed in 
scores. It can be obtained by subtracting the mean of anticipa-
tion score from the mean of aspiration Bcore. In the present 
study, this difference or distance 1s measured by Hollingshead's 
"Occupational Scale" scores. Por items regarding anticipation. 
and aspirations, see pages 72-76. 
Goal Periods.--See: T1me-dimension periods • 
........ 
Idealistic express10n level.--8ee: Express10n levels. 
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Level of asp1rat10~.--In general, 1t reflects the 1nten-
s1ty of dr1ve ot a person to ach1eve certa1n goals along a 
cont1nuum of perce1ved d1ff1culty.l See also: Levelot 
ocoupat1onal asp1rat10ns. 
Level ot de11nquenol (LD).--It reters to the degree ot 
de11nquent 1nvolvement of Juven1les 1n terms ot ser10usness and 
frequency ot law v10lations. In this research, LD 1s measured on 
a ten-p01nt scale presented under code numbers 115-124 ot an 
attached quest1onnaire. 
Level ot educat10nal asp1rations (LEA).--Th1s 1s a selt-
explanatory te~. It i8 measured by the responses g1ven to the 
2 questionna1re 1tem presented on page 76 ot th1s study. 
Level of equoat10nal interest (tlli@.--A var1able relating 
to the respondent's degree ot interest to go to college or a 
un1vers1ty. It i8 measured by the responses g1ven to scale the 
quest10nna1re 1tems presented on page ot this study.3 
Level ot ~c~upat10nal ant1c'pations (LOAN).--Th1s te~ is 
a speo1al 1nstance ot the more general conoept ot asp1rat10n. It 
retlects an 1nd1v1dual's most accurate est1mate ot h1s ant1ci-
pated oocupat1on he--rea11st1cally th1nk1ng--expects to aCh1eve. 4 
1 Ct., M11ler, ~e. c1t., p. 11, and Haller and Miller, 
op. o1t., p. 7. 
2Ib1d. 3Ib1d. 
- -
4Ct ., P. o. Caro, "Asp1rat1ons and Expectat10ns: A Reex-
aminat10n ot the Bases tor Soc1al Class D1tterenoes H1n the Ooou-pat10nal Or1entat1ons of Male H1gh School Students, Soo1ology 
and Soc1al Record, XLIX, No.4 (1965), 467. 
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See also: Level of occupat10nal asp1rations; Occupational ant1-
c1pations; and Occupational asp1rations. 
Level of occupational ase1rat10ns 'LOAS).--S1m1lar to the 
1mmed1ately preceed1ng term, th1s one 1s, again, a spec1al 
instance of the more general concept ot the level ot asp1ration. 
"Its spec1al nature cons1sts only 1n that its cont1nuum of d1ft1-
cult~ 1s the occupat10nal hierarchy."l It reflects an 1nd1v1d-
ual's most accurate estimate ot h1s h15hest asp1red occupation 
he--1dea11stlcally th1nk1ng--des1res to achieve. It represents 
a type ot occupat10nal dr1ve or or1entation wh1ch has remained 
"uncontam1nated by perce1ved l1mitat1ons 1n access1b11ity.,,2 
See also: Express10n levels; Level of occupat1onal antic1pations 
Long-rar£e.-~: Time-dimens10n per10ds. 
Occupational ~ntic1pat1on (OAN).--The occupation an ind1-
v1dual--th1nk1ng realist1cally--antic1pates or expects to achieve 
"It may be inter-preted as a reality-based compromise with the 
aSPirat10n.,,3 For the express10n ot the Same concept and w1th 
sim1lar mean1ng, there are several terms 1n currency. These 
are: "expectat1on,,,4 "level ct expectat1on,"5 
p. 10. 
lHaller and M1ller, The Oocupational Asp1rat10n Scale, 
2CaroJ Ope oit. 3~. 4~. 
~amon J. R1vera, "Occupat1onal Goals: A Comparat1ve 
Analysis," (unpublished Master's d1ssertat10n, Dept. ot Soc1010-
gy, Univers1ty ot Ch1cago, 1964), pp. 1-2. 
pi 
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"plan" ,,1 "reallstic expression level,n2 and, qulte lnconsis-
tently by the same author--"occupatlonal cholce" and "vocational 
ambl tlon. ,,3 In this research, 1 t i8 represented by the ques-
tlonnalre ltem glven on page * ot thls study. See also: 
, 
Level 
of occupational anticipations; Level of occupatlonal asplratlons; 
Occupational aspiratlon. (246/4, code number 34). 
Occue.tlonal asplratlon (OAS1.--The occupatlon an lndl-
vldual--thinking ldeallstically--desires or preters to achleve 
vs. any other occupation regardless of limitatlons in percelved 
accessibillty. It may be "taken to represent a pure occupationa 
value--uncontaminated by perceived 11mitatlons in acce8sibl1it~n 
For the expression ot the same conoept with similar meaning, 
there are several terms ln currency •• ~,ese are "asplration" or 
"level ot aspiration. n5 "occupational preference" or "aspiratio 
"idealistic expression level,"7 and, quite Inconsistently by the 
• 
lRobert G. Holloway, itT!!. Educational and Occupational 
Aspirations ot Negro and White Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Orade 
Male Students," (unpublished Master's dissertation, Dept. ot 
SOCiology, University ot Oregon, 1959), p. 11. 
2Haller and Miller, oe. cit., pp. 8, 18, 60. 
3Charlotte F. Green, "The Occupational Ambitions ot Two 
Groups ot Negro Girls," (unpUblished Master's dissertation, Dept. 
ot SociolOgy, University ot Cnioago, 1947), PP. 6,65. 
4Caro, 100. cit. 
r 
°Caro, loc. cit. 
5.Rivera, oe. cit., pp. 1, 5. 
1Haller and Miller. OR. cit. 
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same author--"desired career" and "greatest desire."l In this 
research~ it is represented by the questionnaire item given on 
page * of this study. Also see: Level of occupat1onal aspira-
tions; Level of occupational anticipations; Occupational 
anticipation. *(246/4, code number 35). 
Realistic exere~sio~ levels.--8ee: Expression levelS 
Relat1ve occupational anticipation.--The distance (in 
scores) between stated occupational anticipation of a boy and 
the occupat1onal status of the family head. 
Relative occugational aspira~ion.-- Trie distance (in 
scores) between stated occupat1onal asp1rat1on of a boy and the 
occupat1onal status of the fam1ly head. 
Short-ran6e.-~: T1me-dimension periods. 
T~me-d1mension periods.--This term applles to the "stim-
ulus question wording ellciting long-range and short-range res-
ponse level~ or goal perlode. 2 The operational definition "goal 
period" is designed to estimate a person's level of asplration 
at different times. "Estlmates for future times that are near 
or distant will be called Short-range and long-ran~~. goal-
periods~ respectively.3 
-
lOreen, Ope cit., pp. 14, 65. 
2Haller and Miller, ~oc. clt. p. 18. 
3Ibid.~ p. 9 • 
........... 
,... 
Score 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
APPENDIX II 
HOLLINGSHEAD'S OCCUPATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL SCALE 
Occueatlonal Group 
Higher executives, proprletors, and maJor professlonals; 
Business managers, proprietors of medium-slzed business, 
and lesser professionals; 
Administrative personnel, small independent businesses, 
and minor professionals; 
Clerical and sales workers, technicians, and owners of 
little businesses; 
Skilled manual employees; 
Machine operators and semi-skilled employees; 
Unskllled employees and relief recipients. 
Data on the educational level of the family head, or 
substitute, were scaled into 1 positions from high to low, 
ranging from 1 to 1. Again, this is shown here below. l 
Score 
1 
2 
3 
Educationaf Group 
Graduate professional tra1ning; 
Standard college or un1vers1ty graduation; 
Part1al college tra1n1ng; 
lHollingshead, Two Factor Index of Social Posltlon, 
~. clt., p. 9. 
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Score 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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Educational Groug (contJ 
High school graduates; 
Partial high school; 
Junior high school; 
Less than seven years ot school. 
To calculate the Index of Social Position score for a 
person, the scale value for occupation is multiplied by the 
factor weight (i.e., 7) for occupation, and the scale value tor 
education is multiplied by the factor weight (i.e., 4) for educa-
tion. Then the obtained scores trom the two tactors are added. 
To tind the social class position ot a computed score, Holling-
shead divided the range of scores into the follow1ng five groups 
with their correspond1ng soc1al class indexes: l 
Social Class 
1 
p 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
Ibid., p. 10 • 
........... 
Range ot Computed Scores 
11-17 
18-27 
28-43 
44-60 
61-77 
APPENDIX III 
RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY OF THE DELINQUENCY SCALE 
Although both the re11ab111ty and va11d1ty of the pre-
sently app11ed de11nquency scale has alread;y been estab11shed by 
several previous studies,l and therefore, according to some views 
there 1s no need for subsequent tests, some new efforts, nowever, 
for supplying new evidence in this matter was suggested by the 
fact that for each item frequency categor1es were 1ntroduced. 
Thus, re11abi11ty tests were conducted both after the pre-test 
and after the final adm1n1strat10n of the quest10nna1res. 
On the pre-test level, the Cornell techn1que ot Guttman 
scale analysis was used, obta1ning a coeff1c1ent of reproduc1-
b111ty ot .85. By subjecting the scale to image analys1s, the 
r.eproduc1bi11ty coefficient was improved to .90. 2 The same pro-
cedure, 1.e., Guttman's Cornell technique and the Israel Gamma 
image analysis have been prev10usly app11ed by Nye and Short. 3 
lCf., Nye and Short, "Sca11ng Delinquent Behavior," ~ 
cit.; MacDougall, E., "Value, Anom1e, and Delinquency,! o~ crt., 
Epps, E. G. 1 "Socia-Economic Status, Level of Aspiration, ana Juvenile De inqueney," Ope cit. 
2For the "Image Analysis lf or the "Israel Gamma Techn1que" 
see: Mattlda W. Riley, et al., Sociolog1cal StUdies in Scale 
Analysis New BrunswicK, NeW Jersey! Rutgers unIversIty Pr-ess, 
1954), pp. 390.409. 
3Nye and Short, Ope cit., p. 328. In their tests, Cor-
nell technique produced a d6efflcient of reproducibility of .78, 
and this was improved to .97 by image analysis. 
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The de11nquency scale 1tems obta1ned from the respon-
dents of th1s study were subJected to re11ab1l1ty tests by 
sp11t-half techn1que. W1th the a1d of a random number table,l 
the de11nquency scale was d1vided randomly 1nto two halves and 
then the two subscales were corrt2lated. A further step was to 
correot the correlat10n thus secured between the two halves by 
apply1ng t~.~ Sl?.;;;arman-Brow·m grophecy formula. 2 TJ,4is cor':celat10n 
produced the re11ab1lity coeff1c1ents given 1n Table 64. The 
level of these coeff1cients appears to 1nd1cate a sat1sfactory 
standard of re11ab1lity. Th1s is 1n acoord w1th the prev10us 
f1nd1ng#!J. 
1 Hubert M. Blalock, Soc1al Stat1stics, ~ew York: McGraw-
H1ll Book Co., 1960), PP. 531=J¢O. 
2Cf., (loode and Hatt, Methods 1n Soc1al Research, 0(2. c11e 
p. 236; the symbols of the Spearman-Srown formula: 
r 
n 
• nrl 
{I+(n-IJr1J, 
where rl 1s the coeff1c1ent of correlat10n of the two halves. 
Sample 
NDLC 
WDLC 
NDMC* 
WDMC 
NLC 
WLC 
NMC* 
WMC 
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TABLE 64 
RELIABILITY COEFFICIENTS OF CORRELATED HALVES 
OF TP~ DELINQUENCY SCALE 
Number Coefficient 
20 .937 
36 .898 
3 * 13 .983 
20 .976 
36 .951 
3 
13 .979 
*Omitted because ot low N 
APPENDIX IV 
RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE 
--~ 
. ..., 
'. 
Loyola £niversity, DeEartment ot-p_o_c_i_o_l~o~g~y ______________ __ 
RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE: 
THE OCCUPATIONAL PLANS OF ILLINOIS YOUTH 
Dear Boys: 
This survey is an attempt to get a better pioture 
and understanding of the problems you young people faoe 
in cnoosing your iilets oooupatiOn, and the attitudes you 
have towards these problems. This information will be 
ot great value in developing oounseling programs tor 
youth. For this reason we are anxious to have you answer 
the questions on this to~ to the best ot your ability. 
PLEASE FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS: 
1. Read each item caretully. 
your knowledge. 
Answer to the best of 
2. Be sure to answer eaoh question. Where there are 
braokets, till in an "i". Be sure that your IIX" 
is squarely in the ~roper braoket, before your 
choice. Where only a space is lett, enter the 
word or tigupee called for. It you oannot answer 
the question, write, If I do no'e ldiow. 1I 
3. There are several questions which reter to your 
parents. l! tor any reason you are not living with 
your parents, answer tor the person who acts as 
your parent or gua~aian. 
4. It you have any comment to make, it you did not 
understand any item, if your attitudes ditter 
trom those given, or it you have problems which 
we tailed to mention, write about them on the 
~~gin olose to the items near them in meaning. 
5. Please be assured that all 1nto~ation turnished 
will be treated as strictlz oonfidential. The 
individual answers will not be made known to 
parents or to any sChool personnel. 
DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME ON THESE SHEETS I J 1 
.l> 
+=" 
0\ 
• 
~ 
. !. :. r-~~ , d'_' mc' I'~>U 'n m'T' r , 7_ 
I PART I 
• 
1 
2 
ABOUT YOURSELF AND YOUR PARENTS IN GENERAL 
Please answer each question in accordance with the FACTS and 
REALITY. Remember, you are not expected to give just f1nic'e answers "II 
but only the real facts, the real picturel ! 1 
A" ABOUT YOURSELF 
1. I WAS BROUGHT UP MOSTLY: 
a o ~ ~ On a fa!'m bl) In a village under 2,,500 
c. ( ) In a town of 2,500 - 10~OOO 
d" ( ) In a city of 10,000 - 10OjOOO 
e.e ( ) In a city ~ 100,000 
2. THE DATE OF MY BIRTH WAS: 
MONTH DAY YEAR 
-L- 3t> THE PLACE I WAS BORN IS: 
..!L- 4. 
5 5 .. 
-
6 
7 6 0 
-
8 ",. 
Locality (city" town, etc~) 
I MAKE MY REGULAR HOME vIITH: 
a o ( ) my own parents 
bo ( ) a parent and a step-parent 
Co ( ) one parent only 
d. ( ) my grandparents 
e. ( ) an uncle or aunt 
STATE 
f. ( ) other (specify) _______________ _ 
MY RELIGION IS: a o ( ) Protestant; b~ ( ) Catholic; 
o. { ~ Jew1sh; d. 
SPECIFY 
( ) Other (please 
-Membe!' ( ) Yes ( ) No 
THE NUMBER OF TIMES I DROPPED OUT OF SCHOOL IS: 
( ) never; b. ( ) once; Co ( ) twice; a. 
d. ( ) three times or more. 
THE NAME OF HY SCHOOL IS: 
9 8~ THE NUMBER OF YEARS I HAVE ATTENDED THIS SCHOOL IS: 
---- ---------
B. ABOUT YOUR PARENTS 
10 1. MY PARENTS ARE: 
a. ( ) both living together 
b. ( ) mother died when I was years old 
c. ( ) father died when I was -- years old 
d. ( ) my parents are l1ving, but divorced or separated 
when I was years old 
e. ( ) I don't knowwno my mother lso 
f. ( ) I don't know who my fathe!' 1so 
... 1 -
j 
i 
'1.> 
~ 
0\ 
• 
-=r 
----:----
~ -- --
• 
11 
12 
-
.l:.L 
..1!L 
..&.. 
16 
17 
-
18 
19 
-
20 
21 
2. AS THE OCCUPATION OF THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY OR HOUSEHOLD: 
(1) Who is the main breadwinner in your family? 
a. ( ) your father; bo ( ) your mother; 
o. ( ) none of 'chem. but • 
(2) Who is the head of your family? 
a. ( ) your father; b n ( ) your mother; 
0
0 
( ) none of them, but _. ____________________ __ 
• 
(3) What was your father's main oooupation during the time 
you were growing up? If you were not livIng wnfi your 
real father, answer them about the man who was supposed 
to be taking his place. It may be a step-father, foster 
father, an uncle or somebody else. 
(4) 
(.5) 
(a) Oocupation (specify the kind_of work he does or did 
and not where he works): 
----------------
(b) Most of the time did he work for himself or somebody 
else? 
He worked: 10 ( 
2. 
3. 
( 
( 
) 
) 
) 
for himself, i~e, he 
business; 
for somebody else; 
I don't know. 
had his own 
(0) IF FATHER IS A FARMER 
MY FATHER IS: a Q ( ) owner; bo ( ) renter: 
c. ( ) laborer. 
THE NUMBER OF ACRES MY FATHER OPERATES IS: 
------
What is your father~s oocupation now (or if he is 
or retired, what was his latest occupation)? (Be 
dead, 
specific p1ease) _______________________________________________ __ 
What is (or was) your mother 1 s occupation? 
(a) Does 
a 1. 
a 2~ 
a 3. 
a 4. 
she have a job outside the home? 
( ) yes, part time; 
( ) yes, full time; 
( ) yes~ only in the summer or some other short 
session; 
( ) no, she does not work outside the home. 
(b) If she has a job; specify ~~~ is her job? 
She 
-~ 
(6) THE OCCUPATION OF MY FATHER'S FATHER WAS: • 
- - ~ -.------.. - -.--
(7) THE OCCUPATION OF MY MOTHER'S FATHER WAS:_ ____ • 
( 8) THE COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF MY FATHER WA.<3 ~ : 
and his race or nationality is: a .. (l White, name1y:_ 
b" ( ) Negro, 
c. ( ) Other, namely: 
- 2 -
~ 
~ 
0\ 
• 
--~~ 
• 
-2.2 
23 
24 
-
2A 
.e.~ 
(9) THE COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF MY MOTHER ~ASt 
and her race or nationality is: a~( ) 
b.( ) 
e .'( ) 
_,,"j i _ • 
"nl; -';8 .~ifallleTi I ~ 
!tetro, ) 
Otherf riamely! 
(10) THE COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF MY FATHER'S FATUIR WAS 
(11) THE COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF MY MOTHER'S FATHER WAS 
(12) MY FATHER'S EDUCATION CONSISTED OF: 
a. ( ) less than 8 grades 
b. ( ) 8 grades 
c. ( ) 9-11 grades 
d. ( ) 12 grades 
e. ( ) some college 
f. ( ) college degree, namel{: 
f 1. ) Bachelor's degree 
f 2. ( ) Master's degree 
f 3. ( ) Ph.D. or some other 
.. 
doctorate degree 
--
26 (18) MY MOTHER'S EDUCATION CONSISTED OF: 
--
a. ( ) less than 8 grades 
b. ( ) 8 grades 
c. ~ ) 9-11 grades 
d. ) 12 grades 
e. (,) some college 
f. ( ) College degree, namelf: 
f 1. ) Bachelor's degree 
f 2. ( ) Master's degree 
f 3. ( ) Ph.D. or some other 
doetora~e degree 
c. ABOUT YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
(Write "0" if your answer istenone lf ) 
27 
-
1. THE NUMBERS OF OLDER BROTHERS I HAVE IS: 
-----
28 
-
2. THE NUMBER OF YOUNGER BROTHERS I HAVE IS: 
---_. 
29 
-
3. THE NUMBER OF OLDER SISTERS I HAVE IS: 
---_. 
30 4. THE NUMBER OF YOUNGER SISTERS I HAVE IS: ___ e 
31 5. THE NUMBER OF MY OLDER BROTHERS AND SISTERS THAT GRADUATED 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL IS: e 
32 6. THE NUMBER OF MY OLDER BROfBERS AND SISTERS THAT QUIT 
--- SCHOOL BEFORE GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL IS: • 
33 7. THE NUMBER TRAT HAVE ATTENDED OR AlE ATTENDING COLLEGE 
- IS: • 
-8-
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YOUR INTEREST IN DIFFERENT KINDS OF OCCUPATIONS AND JOBS 
40 • " 
" ", 
~'~""'~"-~ 
This is an attitude questionnai~e and NOT a teste Ins of at' 
as you give the real faots, thet'e at'e no right or wrong answers. 
Please go thJ:'ougn ine-questionnaire quiokly but answer 
oat'efully and exaotlyo 
A. ABOUT YOUR CHOICE OF A LIFErS OCCUPATION 
1., WHAT IS THE OCCUPATION OR JOB YOU ARE REALLY SURE YOU CAN 
HAVE BY THE TIME YOU ARE AN ADULT (eog., by the t1liie wnen 
~ou a~e 30 ~S OLD)? 
The oooupation o~ job is (SPECIFY): 
-------------------
20 IF YOU COULD FREELY CHOOSE AL'lY OCCUPATION OR JOB IN THE 
WORLD (AS THE ·PlfflrlltMN'fl UfJi 1'OUR DREAM). WHAT JOB(S) WOULD 
YOU PICK? -
The oooupation o~ job I would pio.~ is (SPECIFY) : ____ _ 
3" IN REGARD TO MY CHOICE OF MY OCCUPATION: 
a. ( ) I feel sut'e that my mind is made up~ 
b. ( ) I'm not too sUt'e, but I think my mind is made upo 
o. ( ) Itm not sut'e that my mind is made up. 
37 40 IN REGARD TO MY CHOICE OF AN OCCUPATION: 
-
aD ( ) I have given the matte~ a gt'eat deal of thought. 
be ( ) I have given the matter some thoughto 
o. ( ) I have given the matter little thought. 
38 5.. FOR THE OCCUPATION I HAVE CHOSEN I THINK !,Y ABILITY IS: 
-
39 
-
JfE... 
• Jt!.. 
a. ( 
b o ( 
00 ( 
do ( 
e. ( 
fo ( 
) vet'y muoh above aveX'age 
) somewhat above avet'age 
) just avet'age 
) somewhat below aveX'age 
) veX'y muoh below aveX'age 
) I don't know beoause I have not yet made a 
ohoiceQ" 
60 COMPARED WITH OTHER BOYS OF MY AGE, I THINK MY CHANCES FOR 
GETTnrG AHEAD IN THE OCCUPATIOn OF MY CHOICE" ARE: 
a o ( ) vet'y muQh above aveX'age 
b. ( ) somewhat above aveX'age 
c~ ( ) just average 
do ( ) somewhat below average 
e 41 ( ) V9X'Y muoh below aveX'age 
7. WHAT IS THE OCCUPATION OF THE PERSON YOU MOST ADMIRE AND 
'-
WHOM YOU WANT TO BE LIKE? His oocupation is (SPECIFY) ___ _ 
Where is he living? a. ( ) In my neighborhood • 
b. ( ) Outside of my neighboX'hood or 
immediate community, namely in: 
- 4 ... (Place o~ location) 
I-J 
.l=" 
0\ 
• 
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-~ 
-111.. 
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B. YOUR DITEREST IN DIFFEBENT KINDS OF JOBS 
The next set of questions conce~ns you~ inte~est in 
diffe~ent kinds of jobs. The~e a~e ~ight 8uestions. Each one 
asks you to choose ONE JOB of ten p~esente ~ 
- I 
Read each question oa~efullyo Thet a~e ALL DIFFERENT& Answe~ eaoh one the best you can~ ge>n J TIMIT any& -
Question 1. Of the jobs listed in this question,1 which is the 
BEST ONE you a~e REALLY SURE YOU CAN GET when you~ 
SCHOOLmG IS OVER? 
1 Lawye~ 
2 Welfa~e wo~ke~ fo~ a oity government 
3 United States ~ep~esentative in 
Cong~ess 
4 Co~po~al in the Army 
5 . United States Sup~em3 Cow:ot Justice 
6 Night watchman 
7 Sociologist 
8 Policeman 
9 County agl'icul'l;u~al agent 
10 Filling station attendant 
Question 20 Of the jobs listed in this quentionp which ONE 
would you ohoose if you we~e PHEE TO CHOOSE ANY of 
them you wished when you~ SCHOOLmG IS OVER? 
1 Membe~ of the board of directors of 
a lazage coraporation 
2 Undezatakeza 
3 ganke~ 
4 Maohine operator in a faotory 
5 Physician (doctor) 
6 Clothes presser in a laundry 
7 Accountant for a large business 
8 Railzaoad conductor 
9 Railzaoad engineer 
10 Singeza in a night olub 
Question 3. Of the jobs listed in this question which is the 
BEST ONE you are REALLY SURE YOU CAN GET when YOUI' 
SCHOOLING IS OVER? 
1 Nucleaza physicist 
2 Reporter foza a daily newspaper 
3 County judge 4-- Barber 
5· state govezanor 
6 Soda fountain clerk 
7 Biologist 
8 Mail carrier 
9 Official of an international labor 
union 
10 Farm hand 
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Question 4. Of the jobs listed in this question, whioh ONE 
would you ohoose if you were FREE TO CHOOSE ANY of 
them you wished when your SCHOOLING IS OVER? 
1 Psyohologist 
2 Manager of a small store in a oity 
3 I -nead of a department in state 
- --government 
4 Clerk in a store 5 Cabinet member in a federal 
.. government 
6 Janitor 
y-- Musioian in a symphony orchestra 
8-- Carpenter 
9 Radio announcer 
... 
10 Coal miner 
Question 5. Of the jobs listed in this question, whioh is the 
BEST ONE you are REALLY SURE YOU CAN HAVE by the 
time you are 30 ~s OLD? 
1 Civil engineer 
2 Bookkeeper 
3 Minister or Priest 
4 Streetoar motorman or city bus driver 
5 --Diplomat in the United States 
Foreign Sewice 
6 Share oropper (one who owns no 
~ivestock or farm maohinery, and 
does not manage the fa~) 
7 Author of novels 
8 Plwnber 
9 Newspaper columnist 
10 Taxi driver 
Question 6. Of the jobs listed in this question, which ONE 
would you choose to have when you are 30 ~S OLD, 
if you were FREE TO HAVE ANY of them you wished? 
~ Airline pilot 
2 Insurance agent 
.. 
3 Architect 
.. 
4 Milk route man 
..- . 
~" Mayor of a large city 
6 Garbage oolleotor 
-7 _______ Captain in the army 
'-" 
8 Garage meQhanio 
9 Owner-operator of a printing shop· 
10 Railroad seotion hand 
- 6 -
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Question 7. Of the jobs listed in this question, which is the 
BEST ONE you are REALLY SURE YOU CAN HAVE by the 
time you are 30 YEARS OLD? 
1 Artist who paints pictures that 
• are exhibited in galleries 
2 Traveling salesman for a wholesale 
concern 
3_ Chemist 
4 Truck driver 
~ College professor 
- --
6 street sweeper 
7 Building contractor 
8 Local official of a labor union 
-9 Electrician 
10 Restaurant waiter 
Question 8. Of the jobs listed in this question, which ONE 
would you choose to have when you are 30 YEARS OLD. 
if you were FREE TO HAVE ANY of them you wished? 
1 Owner of a factory that employs 
about 100 people 
2 Playground director 
.. 
3 Dentist , 
4 Lumberjack 
5_ Soientist 
6 Shoe shiner 
-
7 Publio School teaoher 
8 Owner-operator of a lunoh stand 
. 
9 .. Trained machinist 
10 Dook worker 
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PART III 
'YOUR INTEREST IN DIFFERENT KINDS OF EDUCATION 
Please go through these quest~ons quickly but answer 
careful~l and exaotlz. 
A. YOUR ELmENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATION 
Please indioate what years you have attended~bll0 grade 
sChools, and what years you have attended Ca olio or 
otHel' parochial grade sohools~ start with the tirst grade 
and CIRCLE APPROPRIATE NUMBER (S) BELOW. 
ELEMENTARY GRADES 
Public grade schools 1st 2nd 31'4 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 
Catholic grade schools 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 
52 Other paroohial grade schools 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 
-
-2L 
A 
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B. YOUR HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 
Please indicate what years you have attended~ubliO hise 
sChools, and What years you have attended Ca ollc or 
other parochial high sChools. Start with the 9tli gl'ade" 
or the bI"gh sOOool freshman year, and CmCLE APPROPRIATE 
NUMBER FOR EACH' YEAB BELOW. 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 
• 
9th lOth 11th l.2th 
Freshman Sophomore Junior Se~or Publio high sChools 
Catholic high scho01s 9th lOth 11th 12th Freshman Sophomore JUnior Senior 
. 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Other Parochial high school:J Freshman Sophomore JunioI' Senior 
C. ABOUT 'YOUR PARENTS t ATTITUDE CONCERNING 'YOUR EDUCATION 
~1 AS TO CONTINUnlG MY EDUOATION BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL, MY FATHER 
(ll another man takes his p1ace: A .. ( ) Mr STEP FATHER: 
B. ( ) MY GUARDIAN): 
a. ( ) has strongly encouraged me to continue. 
b~ ( ) has given me some enoouragement to continue. "-
c. ( ) has never· said mu~ about it. 
d • ( ) heteels that I would be better ott going to 
work after high sCho01. 
e. ( ) fee1s that I shouJ.d quit high school and go 
to work. 
- 8 -
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..21.. 2. AS TO COBTnroING MY EDUCATION BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL J MY MOTHER {it another woman takes her place: Ao ( ) MY STEP MOTHER; 
B. ( ) l-tY GUARDIAN: 
ao ( ) has strongly encoUX'aged me to continue; 
b. ( ) has given me some encouragement to continue; 
Co ( ) has never said much about i'; 
do ( ) teels that I would be better ott going to work 
atter high sohool; 
e. ( ) teels that I should quit high sohool and go to 
work; 
58 3. lOUR FATHERtS EDUCATIONAL GOALS FOR EU: 
-
(l) How tal' does he want I£U to go in school? 
He l.rants me: a. ( ) 0 quit as soon as I can: not 
even 1'inish high school; 
be ( ) to finish high school; 
Co ( ) to go to a college 01' university 
tor 8 tew 1e8rs; 
do ( ) to tiriIifi 4 or more years 01' 
oollege 01' university; and to 
obtain a: --
d 10 I ~ bachelorts degree 
d 2~ Master's degree 
d 3. ( ) Ph.Do or similar 
dootorate degree o 
59 4. lOUR MOTHERtS EDUCATIONAL GOALS FOR 'YOU: 
-
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(1) How tal' does she want ~~ to go in sohool? 
She wants me: a. ( ) ~guit as soon as loan: not 
even tinish high sch061; 
b. ( ) to tinish high sohool; 
c. ( ) to go to a college or 
university tor a tew years; 
do ( ) to tinish 4 or more-years of 
college 01' university; and to 
obtain a: -
d'l. ( ) bachelor1s degree; 
d 2. ( ) master 2s degX'ee; 
d 3. ( ) Ph.Do 01' similar 
doctorate degree. 
5. AS TO ANY FURTHER HELP FROM MY FOLKS IN GETTING A START OR 
IN CONTINUING MY SCHOOLING AFTER HIGH SCHOOL, MY PARENTS 
WOULD BE: 
a o ( ) financially able to help me a gr~t deal. 
be ( ) financially able to give me some help. 
Co ( ) tinancially able to give :me no help. . " 
6. AS TO FURTHm HELP FROM MY PARENTS AF'rER I FINISH HIGH 
SCHOOL, MY PARENTS WOULD BE: 
a. ( 
b. ( 
c. ( 
) willing to help me a great deal. ) willing to give me some he1.p.., 
) willing to give me no !J.e1po 
- 9 - ~, 
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D. ABOUT YOUR EDUCATIONAL mTEREST AND GOALS 
1. BOW FAR DO YOU WANT TO GO m SCHOOL? (Check the one which most corresponds to your choice.) 
-
a. ( 
b. ( 
) I want to quit as soon as I can: before the end of 
this year; 
) to finish 9th grade (i.e. only the f'lteshman 
year in high school); 
c. ( ) to finish 10th grade (i.e o only the sophomore 
year in high school); 
d. ( 
e. ( 
f.( 
go ( 
h. ( 
) to l'1n1sh 11th grade (1o e Q only the junior 
year in high school); 
) ~to f1n1sh12th grade (i.e. only the senioX' 
. year 1n highschool) ; 
) to go to oollege or university for a few 
years; 
) to t1nish 4-years in college or university 
and to get a bachelorts degree; ) to finish more than 4 years ot college or 
universitY name!:: 
h 1. ( )! want to obtain Master's degree; 
h 2. () · , to obtain Ph",D. oX' some 
other dootorate degree; 
ie ( ) to get other d~ee; 
IF o11tmt DEG 
THE DEnREE I HOPE TO GEl' IS: 
2. AS TO '!OUR mTENTIONS TO GO TO COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY: 
(1) How IIDlch do you want to go to college? 
I want: a. ( ) very muoh; bo ( ) pretty muoh; 
e. ( ) a little; d. ( ) not at all. 
(2) Do you think you would be unhappy if you didn1t go 
to eol1.ege? 
I would be: a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
( 
( 
( 
( 
) very unhappy; ) pretty unhappy; 
) a little unhappy ) wouldnlt be unhappy at all o 
(3) How sure are you now you really want to go to eollege~ 
I am: a. ( ) very sure; b~ ( ) pretty sure; 
---- o. ( ) not very sure; d. ( ) not at all sure; 
e. ( ) sure I don't want to. 
3. YOUR RELATIONS WITH YOUR PARENTS: 
(1) When I do something my parents dontt like. they 
us uallyt (a) Nag me ; (b) Soold me J 
(e) Make me teel they don't love me ; " 
( d) Spank, whip or hit me ; 
(e) Don't punish me, but d!souss the matter w1~ me_ 
(2) When '1Ir3 father or mother punishes me they are 
about it: (a) Always ; (b) Usua11y ; 
(0) Seldom J (d) Never • --~ 
II fa1%' II 
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place: ( ) WITH YOUR STEP FATHER; ( 
{l.) Is he the kind of person who 1s easy to talk to about 
most things that m1ght be wo~~y1ng o~ bothering you? 
lie 1s: a. ( ) ve~y easy to talk to; bo ( ) p~etty easy; 
c. ( ) p~etty hard; do ( ) very hard to talk to: 
(2) Most times when something is worrying o~ bothe~ing you 
do you feel it will help you to talk to him about it? 
I am: a. ( ) ve~ sure it will help; , 
- b. ( ) pretty ~Ul'e 1 t will help; 
c. ( ) pretty sure it will not help; 
d. ( ) ve1'7 sure it will not helpo 
(3) Do you think he understands the sort of things that 
might worry or oofiher a person your age? 
He understands them: a. ( ) ve1'7 well; 
.. • bCl ( ) quite well; 
Co ( ) not very well; 
d. ( ) he doesn't understand them 
at all. 
(4) Do you think he wants you to tell him when something 
is worrying 01' bothering you? 
I am: a. ( ) ve1'7 sure he does; b. ( ) 11m pretty 
---- sure he does; c~ ( ) 11m pretty sure he does not; 
,d. ( ) 11m very sure he does not. 
(5) Besides what live said above, here are some additional 
remarks concerning my father1s attitude towa~a, ana' 
His ~elations with me: 
------------------------------5. YOUR RELATIONS WITH YOUR MOTHER (if another woman takes he~ 
place: ( ) with "!OUR STEP MOTHER: ( T WITH roUR GUARDIAN): 
(1) Is she the kind of person who is easy to talk to about 
most things that might be worl'7ing 01' bothe~ing you? 
She is: a. ( ) very easy to talk to; br. ( ) pretty eas) 
C. ( ) pretty hard;.d. ( ) very hard to talk tc 
(2) Most times when something is worrying 01' bothering you 
do you feel it will help you to talk to her about it? 
I am: a" ( ) very sure 1 t will help; 
---- b. ( ) pretty sure it will help; 
Co ( ) pretty sure it will not help; 
d. ( ) ve~y sure 1 t wi]'l. not help. 
(3) Do you think she understands the sort of things that 
might worry or bothe~ a person your age? 
She understands them: a~ ( ) very well; . 
b~ ( ) quite well.; Co ( ) not very well; ~ 
d. ( ) she doesn't understand a'bs,l 
(4) Do you think she wants you to 
WOlTying 01' bothe~1ng you? 
I ~ a~ ( ) very sure she does; 
b. ( ) lIm pretty sure she does; 
Co ( ) I'm pretty sure shE! does not; 
d. ( ) I'm ve~y sure she does not. 
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6. THE ATTITUDE OF lOUR FATHER CONCERNING '!OUR PEm'ORMANCE: 
(l) Does he ever give you the feeling he is proud of yoU? 
He does: a. ( ) many times; b. ( ) quite a few timesl 
c. ( ) sometimes; d. ( ) hardly ever; e. ( J never. 
(2) Do you think he 1s pretty satisfied with you just the way 
you are? . 
I 8DU a. ( ) very sure he is; b. ( ) pretty sure he is; 
---- c. () pretty sure he isn't; d. ( ) very sure he isnfto 
(3) Do you ever teel he expeots you to be perfect in everything 
you do? 
I feel: a~ ( 
F b. ( 
) many times; b~ ( ) quite a few times; ) sometimes; d. ( ) hardly ever; e. ( ) never. 
86 7. THE ATTITUDE OF lOUR MOTHER CONCERNING '!OUR PERFORMANCE: 
-
87 
-
88 
-
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-
(l) Does she ever give you the feeling that she is proud of you? 
She does: a. ( ) many times; b. ( ) quite a tew times; 
0 0 ( ) sometimes; d. ( ) hardly ever; e. ( ) never G 
(2) Do' you ever teel she expects you to be perfect in everything 
tau do? 
I teel thatt a. { 
c. ( 
eo ( 
) many times; bG ( ) fJomet1mea, dQ ( ) 116\fer. 
) quite a tew t~es; 
) hal'dly everJ 
(3) Do you think she 1s pretty satisfied with you just the way 
you are? 
I am: a. { 
I. c. ( ) ve~ sure she is; b. ( ) ~retty sure she is; ) pretty sure she isnlt; d. ( ) very sure she isnt 
90 8. YOUR LIK2liG FOR SCHOOL IN GENERAL: 
-
9'1 
-
-(1) Do you ever teel you hate schoOl? 
I feel that: a. ( ) always; b. ( 
I c. ( ) sometimes; d. 
e. ( ) never. - : 
) most ot the time; ( ) hardly ever; 
92 (2) How otten do you teel you like'school very muoh? 
--- I teel that: a. ( ) always; b. C' ) most of the time; 
...2l. 
4I..1! 
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o. ( ) sometimes; d. ( ) hardly ever; 
e. ( ) never. 
(3) Do you have a good time at school? !...2.2: a. ( ) always; bo ( ) most of the time; "-
c. ( ) ao~ttmes; d. ( ) hardly ever; c. ( ) never. 
(4) Which ot YOUl'. school subjects do you real.l,. like or enjoy? 
I enjol the ~tonoW1ii8 su63eo£81 ______________ _ 
(5) Which of your school subjects do your really dislike or hate? 
I dislike the rollowmg 8ubjectst __ """-__________ _ 
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(6) What do you think your major subjeot will be at oollege: 
.. 
97 
-
(7) In addition to what I've said above, here are same addi-
tional explanations about my teeling- toward sohool:_. _. __ _ 
- .. . 
98 (8) How well. comparatively speaking, do you expeot to do 
- in college as tar as grades are oonoerned: 
a. ( ) uPf.er l~ of my olass 
b. ( ) I 2 ~ a II " I 
o. ( ) II Sd,( 'n II II 
d. ~ ) Lower 2S~ 01' ~ olass ~ e. ) 11 l~ II II II ~ 
0\ 
99 (9) What kind 01' student do you think you are? (cbeck one) • 
- a. ( ) exce~lentJ b. ( ) ve~y good; 0 0 ( ) good; 
do ( ) poor; eo ( ) falling. 
~~ 
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PART IV 
YOUR. INTEREST IN AND ATTI'.tUDE TOWARD RELIGION OR CHURCH, AND LAW 
Please, place an X squarely in the blank by your answer. 
l:29... 1. I tHINK THE CHURCH HAS ITS .QlIGIN FROM GOD AND IT COMMANDS 
MY HIGHEST LOYALTY AND RESPECT. (1) Agree: ; 
(2) Strongly agree ; (3) Disagree: ; 
(4) Strongly disagree __ & 
2. 1 THINK THAT THE CHURCH AND ITS ACTIONS OR DEEDS IS NOT WORTH 
THE MONEY AND ENERGY SPENT ON IT. (1) Agree --
101 
-
(2) Strongly agree ; (3) Disagree ; 
(4) Strongly disagree_~" 
~ 3. 1 THINK THE CHllRCB HAS A MOST IMPO!T4!'X INFLUENCE IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF MOBAL HABITS AND ATlI'rtJDBS. (1) Agree ; 
(2) Strongly agree ; (3) Disagree : (4) Strongly disagee .. 
1:91 4. 1 REGARD THE CBUB.CH AS A HARMFpL INSTI.TO'rION, BREEDING 
N.AR~NBSS, FANATICISM, AND IN'l'OLEBANCE. (1) Agree ; 
(2) Strongly agree ; (3) Disagree ; (4) Strongly disagree ____ • 
_104 5. I TRY 'to DO EVERnBING AS I THINK GOD WOULD WANT ME TO DO IT .. 
(1) Agree ; (2) StrOOgly agree ; (3) Disagree ; 
(4) Strongly disagree _ 
105 
-
6. I HAVE GIVEN UP MY mBA OF GOD AND 11M GETTING ALONG ALL RIGHT_ 
(1) Agree ; (2) Stronglyagree ; (3) Disagree ; 
(4) Strongly disagree • 
106 
-
7. WHEN YOU ARE AT HOME II DO YOU GO TO CHORCB? (1) No ; 
(2) Once or twice a year ; (3) Once a month ; 
(4) Two or three times a month ; (5) EveJ:Y Sunday __ 
(6) Several times a week_~~. 
!Q1 8. DOES YOUR. mtHER GO TO CBUB.CB? (1) No ; 
(2) Once or twice a year ; (3) Once a month ; 
(4) Two or three times a month ; (5) EveJ:Y Sunday ; 
(6) Several times a week ___ _ 
108 9. DOES YOUR. FATHER GO TO CBUB.CB? (1) No ; 
(2) Once or twice a year ; (3) Once a month ; 
(4) Two or three times a month ; (5) EveJ:Y Sunday ; 
(6) Several times a week .. 
109 
-
10. WHAT IS YOUR MOTHER.'S RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE? (1) Protestant ; 
(2) Catholic ; (3) Jewish ;(4) Ot1aat: (specify) .. 
110 
-
11. WHAT IS YOUR FATHBB.· S RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE'l (1) Protestant ; 
(2) Catholic ; (3) Jewish ; (4) Other (specify) '" • 
ll! 12. BOW RELIGIOUS WOULD YOU SAY YOUR. MOTHER IS (or WAS if she is 
dead)? (1) VeJ:Y religious ; (2) Somewhat religious ; 
(3) Not too religious ; (4) Not at all religious • 
- 14 -
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1.3. HOW RELIGIOUS WOULD YOU SAY YOUB. FAmER IS (or WAS if he is 
dead)? (1) Very religious ; (2) Somewhat religious_-" 
(3) Not too religious ; (4) Not at all religious • 
14. HOW RELIGIOUS WOULD YOU SAY YOU ARE AT THE PRESENT TIME? 
(1) Very religious L ; (2) Somewha.t religious ; 
(3) Not too religious ; (4) Not at all religious • 
15. UNDER THIS NUMBER, THERE ARE TEN QUESTIONS OF BASIC IMPOJ:lTANQ! 
FOR THIS S'l'UDY. S !nce you are NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE YOUB. NAME, 
please answer .s.astl;): and SElU0Y§.J:.!.: only the facts, the pAL 
nClilmm.~ 
PLEASE INDICATE ROW MANY TIMF~ DAVE YOU: 
-
a. TAKEN THINGS OF LITTLE VALUE (under $2 ...... ·) THAT DID NOT BELONG 
TO YOU? (1) Never_; (2) Once or twice __ ; 
(3) Several times ; (4) Very often_~_~ • 
b. DRIVEN A CAR WITHOUT A DRIVER t S LICENSE OR PEBMIT'l (Do not 
include driver training course). (1) Never. ; 
(2) Once or twice ; (3) Several times .; (4) Very often---: 
c. SKIPPED SCHOOL WITHOUT A LEGITIMATE EXCUSE? (1) Never ,; 
(2) Once or twice ; (3) Several times ; 
(4) Very often • 
d. BOUGm OR DRANK BEER, WINE, OR LIQUOR FOR CONSUMPTION WITH 
PALS OR IN SECRECY? (1) Never , ; (2) Once or twice ___ ; 
(3) Several times ; (4) Very often ~~ _" 
e. BEEN PLACED ON SCHOOL PROBATION OR EXPELLED FROM SCHOOL '1 
(1) Never ; (2) Once or twice ; (3) Several times. ___ , 
(4) Very often • 
f.. HAD SEX RELATlONS, e.g. sexual intercourse WITH THE OPPOSITE 
SEX? (1) Never ; (2) Once or twice ; 
(3) Three or four times ; (4) Five or six times ; 
(5) Seven or eight times ; (6) Nine times or more • 
g.. TAKEN THINGS OF MEDIUM VALUE (between $2.- and 50.--)? 
(1) Never ; (2) Once or twice ; (3) Several times __ , 
(4) Very often • 
-
h. STOLEN A CAR? (1) Never ; (2) Once or twice j 
(3) Three or four times ; (4) Five times or more • 
i. "RUN AWAY" FROM HOME? (1) Never ; (2) Once or twice ; 
(3) Three or four times ; (4) Five times or more • 
j. TAKEN THINGS OF LARGE VALUE (over $50.-:)? (1) Never ; "-
(2) Once or twice ; (3) Several times ; 
(4) Very often _. 
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k. C~ D'IO 'DOUBLE wrnt H! 01. POLICE! (1) Never ; 
(2) Yes ; I~YES, WHAT VAS TIll CJIAIGB AGAINST YOU~ 
ill I WAS CHARGED wrm: 
-a. ( ) Theft. (1) Once ; (2) fw1ce ; 
(3) Three times or more 
b. ( ) Igbegr. (1) Once j (2) 'l'wt-ce--' ; 
(3) Three times or Jlr)re • 
c. ( ) JamieI'. (1) Once ; (2) Twice_. ; 
(3) Three times or more • 
d. ( ) Other. (SIICDY J!I! !t:!!! Am! FpQiiiNCY OF OTHER CHARGES): 
127 
i2s 
-
Name of each Charge (list below) The Freguency of each case 
----------------
times. 
times; 
-------
times; 
-------
(continue here belowa) 
1. BIEN SEN'l 'to lWf'- SCHOOL OR. PB.ISIOII'l (1) Never ; 
(2) Yes • If yes. WHAT WAS 'J.'BE CBABGB AGAINST YOU'l 
I WAS CHABGED WITH: 
a.. ( ) Theft (1) Once ; (2) Tw1ce . 
-' (3) Three times or more • 
b. ( ) Robbery (1) Once ; (2) Twice . , 
(3) Three times or mor~ 
c. ( ) Murder (1) Once ; (2) Twice 
(3) Three times or more _. 
d. ( ) Other (SPECIFY THE NAME AND FREQUENCY OF OTHER CHARGES): 
Name of each (Ust below) The freguency of each case 
_________________________ times; 
___________________________ times; 
times; 
-------
(continue here below'S) 
129 16. WHERE IN TOWN DO YOU LIVE'l (In order to avoid embarrasing you, 
- DO NOT GIVE your full address, but only the information asked 
below.) 
Section (for example, South side.) 
Street (for example, South Clark Street) 
Block (for example, 1600 instead of 
e.g. l6~; do not put the exac~ 
house number.) 
Locality (for example, Chicago). 
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